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1Claim (Cl.35-5) 
This invention relates to eduCational appli 

anCeSand more Specificallyto an apparatus Which 
is designed primarily to teach the touch System 
Of typeWriting. 
A further object is to provide an appliance of 

this character which may be manufactured and 
Sold at a reaSOnably IOW price and Which Will be 
most eficient in the performance of its function. 
With these and Other Objects in VieW?the in? 

Vention Consists in Certain novel features of Con 
Struction and Combinations and arrangements Of 
partS, all of which Will be more fully hereinafter 
desCribed and pointed out in the claim. 
In the aCCOmpanying draWing? - 
Figure 1 is a plan viewillustrating my improved 

appliance; 
Fig.2 is a fragmentary plan VieW on a Some? 

what enlarged scale looking down uponthe inter 
mediate plate of the device; and 
Fig.3is an enlarged viewin Section on thestag? 

gered line 3?3 of Fig.1. 
The reference Character A is employed to indi? 

cate generally a board Which Cornprises three 
superimposed plates I, 2 and 3. These plates 
may of Course be of any Suitable material and 
in the cheaper form Cardboard may be used The 
plate f Constitutes a backing plate on which the 
intermediate plate.2 and the top plate 3 are se 
Cured by adhesive Orin any Other rnanner The 
top plate 3 is provided with openings 4 Corre 
Sponding in number and ingeneral Shape to the 
keys of a typeWriter and the backing plate I in 
line with these openings 4 is provided with char? 
acters 5 CorreSponding to the Characters of the 
keyboard of a typewriter The term“character" 
is uSed in its broadest Sense to indicate letters, 
nurnerals and Symbols Such as are COmmonly ern? 
ployed. The intermediate plate 2 is formed with 
elongated Slots 6 in Which movable Shutter disks 
Or Shutters 7 are IOCated These Shutter diskS 
may be moved to a position back ofthe openings 4 
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to Show the Characters 5, Or they may be moved 
away from this position to exp08e the charac? 
ters. It isto be understood that the Shutters are 
1oosely mounted in the slots so that a tipping or 
tilting movement of the board A will Cause all of 
the Shuttersto move by gravity to closed or Open 
position. 
The board A and more particularly the top 

plate 3 is provided With numerals 8 below or at 
1east adjacent to the Openings 4. These numerals 
“1”?“2”?“3”and“4”whicharethusemployedin 
dicate the fingers of the hand which are to be 
used in manipulating the Shutters T. 
The top plate3 is provided with a field 9, which 

field is divided by a line 10 into What may be 
known as a right-hand space If and a left-hand 
Space i2, and on said plate 3 a space l3 is pro 
Vided Containing the Caption “Space bar" which 
is also divided by a line I4 into a right-hand 5 
Space I5 and a left-hand space 16, indicating by 
thisterninology the hand Which is uSed to Strike 
the portions of the Space bar Four of the Open 
ings 4 in each of the spaces l I and I2 are located 
within what may betermed a “home space" " 
That isto Say?in the right-hand space If a home 
space IT is provided for the fingers of the right 
hand and in the left-hand space l2 a home Space 
18 is provided for the fingers of the left hand. 
These various spaces may be more clearly differ- 1 
entiated by colors orother means and it isto be 
underStood of Course that the exact location and 
arrangement of parts maybe Waried to Suit Condi 
tionS. -” ? 

The primaryuse ofthe board asabovestated " 
is to teach the touch System of typewriting?and 
the initial position ofthefingers oftheright hand 
is in the Openings 4 of the home Space 17, and 
Of the fingers of the left hand in the openings 4 
ofthe homespace f8 It will benotedthat these 25 
Openings in the home Spacers are numbered“1”? 
“2”?“3” and“4" respectively indicating the po 
Sition of the flngers of the hand, and the other 
openings of the board are numbered“1”?“2”?“3" 
and“4”indicating that the shutters ofthese sev 
eral Openings are to be operated by the fingers 
which Correspond to the finger positions in the 
spaces 17 and I8. In other words?the index fin 
ger is numbered“1” and this finger is to be used 
to operate all of the shutters marked “1”; the 
naiddle finger is numbered“2”and is to be uSed to 
operate all of the shutters marked “2” etc. and 
thus the operator knows that he or she must use 
that particular finger to operate the Shutters un 
der the openings having a corresponding num 
ber It is not intended that the finger always 
return to the home Space, but it is to be under? 
St00d that the initial position of the fingers is in 
these home spaces and there is a mental concept 
of the distance from these home Spaces to the 
other Openings in the board thus giving the 
greatest amount Of freedom and utility to the 
action of the fingers in rapidly typing by the 
touch System. 

It will be noted by reference to the drawing 
that the Shutters 7 to be operated by the right 
hand have a movement which is directed down 
Wardly and to the left, while the shutters to be 
Operated bythe left hand have a movement which 
is downwardly and to the right. 
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In the touch system of typewriting the four 
fingers, eliminating the thumb, rest lightly upon 
Or h0ver Over the “home” keys, as Shown in the 
Spaces IT and H8. When an assigned finger moves 
to an assigned Shutter as?for instance?the little 
finger of the left hand moving to the “Q” letter, 
the index finger middle finger and finger adja? 
Cent to the middle finger rest lightly on the 
“home Orguide" keys Spaces whilethe little finger 
reaches up to Clutch down the shutter Covering 
the letter Q; thus the Only movement in depreSS 
ing the Shutter Covering the letter Q wiI be One 
going downwardly towards the right and towards 
the center of the operator's body The same 
holds true When an attempt is made to move the 
shutter covering the letter “P” on the right. 
Here the little finger of the right hand moves 
downwardly and to the left which is the natural 
movement and towards the Center of the body. 
While I have illustrated and described what I 

believe to be the preferred embodiment of my 
invention?it is obvious that variousslight changes 
may be made with regard to the form and ar? 
rangement of parts without departing from my 
invention and hence I do not limit myself to the 
precise details set forth but Consider.naySelf at 

liberty to make such Changes and alterations as 
fairly fall within the spirit and SCOpe of the claim. 
I claim: - 
An educational appliance including a board 

having Openings in its top corresponding to the 
Standard keyboard of a typewriter, Said board 
back of said openings containing characters cor 
responding to the characters of the keyboard, 
and Sliding Shutters back Of Said Openings adapt 
ed When in-One position to Cover the characters 
and when in another position to expose the char 
acters said board having an intermediate plate 
having e10ngated slots therein for the accommo 
dation and longitudinal movement of the shut 
terS, the Slots to acCommodate the shutters for 
the right hand extending downwardly and to the 
left and those to accommodate the shutters of 
the left hand extending downwardly and to the 
right whereby as the result of this arrangement 
the Shutters to be Operated by the fingers of the 
Pight hand are movable in a path downwardly 
and to the left and the Shutters adapted to be 
moved by the fingers of the left hand are mov 
able downwardly and to the right. 

PHILIP S. GROSS. 
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