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3,077,197
BUST OR BREAST PAD CONSTRUCTION
Jolins Garfinkel, Brooklyn, N.Y., assignor to Sturm &
Scheinberg, Ine., New York, N.Y., a corperation of
New York
Filed Nov. 19, 1959, Ser. No. 854,040
§ Claims., (Cl. 128-—479)

This invention relates to bust or breast pads, and more
particularly to individual breast pad structures of the
type adapted to be aitached to and supported by under-
garments or the like which are being worn.

An object of the invention is to provide a novel and
improved self-supporting or formed, natural-appearing
breast pad structure which may be easily and quickly
attached to and removed from undergarments or the
like.

Another object of the invention is to provide a unique
pre-formed cup-like, hollow breast pad construction which
is soft and yieldable yet especially arranged or con-
siructed to be self-supporting and fo resist collapse or
deformation to an appreciable degree.

A further object of the invention is to provide a novel

. breast pad construction and supporting means therefor,
by which the pad construction may be easily attached to
a garment being worn, in an unobstructive yet simple
manner,

Still another object of the invention is to provide an
improved breast pad coustruction in accordance with the
foregoing, which is especially sanitary, and which may
be easily cleaned and/or laundered as required.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an
improved breasi pad construction which is natural-like
in shape and texture, and when worn normally provides
a natural appearance unlike that of a separate device or
attachment.

A feature of the invention resides in the provision of
an improved breast pad construction as above char-
acterized, which is extremely simple, involves relatively
few components or pieces, and is economical to fabricate
and produce.

Other features and advantages will hereinafter appear.

In the drawings accompanying this specification similar
characters of reference have been applied to like com-
ponents and portions throughout the several views in
which:

FIG. 1 is a froat elevaticnal view of the improved
breast pad construction as provided by the invention.

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view, taken on the line
2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front clevational view of two of the present
improved breast pads, supported on the bust porticn of
an undergarment.

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary front elevational view of one
edge portion of the breast pad, showing a fastening tab
in open condition.

Referring first to FIG. 3 there is illustrated an under-
garment 16 which may, for example, be of the type com-
monly termed a “slip,” said undergarment having sup-
porting shoulder portions 32 and a front or bust portion
14, and being of any usual or conventional construction.

In accordance with the present invention, the novel
breast pad structures 18 as provided herein are shown
as releasibly secured to the bust portion 14 of the slip 19.
As seen in FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, each breast pad comprises
a unitary or one-piece, cup-like shaliow self-supporting
member 28 which is generally of comical configuration,
having a substantial thickness as seen in FIG. 2 through-
out most of its expanse. The cup-like member 28 is
constituted of a soft and yieldable, resilient cellular struc-
ture, and may be advantageously formed of sponge rubber
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or sponge plastic having a special formulation to provide
a soft and yieldable construction.

As seen in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, the cup-like member 2§
has a curved periphery 22, and such periphery is prefer-
ably characterized by a reduced thickmess as clearly
indicated in FIG, 2.

In accordance with the present invention the unitary,
one-piece, soft, self-supporting member 29 is provided
with novel means by which it may be easily and quickly
secured to a garment being worn, as for example an
undergarment such as a slip, a supporting band, a bathing
suit (at the inside thereof) or the like. This novel sup-
poriing means comprises a pair of thin and slender, short
tabs 26, each of said tabs having means shown herein

5 as small safety pins 28 by which they may be releasibly

secured to the bust portion of a garment which is being
worn. . 'The safety pins 28 may, for example, pass through
iattened loops 30 provided by the tabs 26 as seen in
FIG. 4, or may be secured to the tab in any other suit-
able manner,

By the present invention, the tabs 26 are removably
attached to the unitary cup-like member 29 in a novel
and simple manner, embracing the provision of a pair
of through openings 32 provided in opposite peripheral
portions of the member, through which openings the
tabs 26 are passed as shown. The tabs 26 are prefer-
ably constituted of flexible, fabric ribbons, and the open-
ings 32 are relatively small as compared with the width
of the ribbons whereby the latter are somewhat folded
or curled where they pass through the openings. How-
ever, the ribbon will have a relatively large area in engage-
meni with the edges of the openings 32, thereby to
minimize the likelihood of tearing of the cellular struc-
ture of the cup-like member, and also to provide a flat
and inconspicuous assemblage at the fastening points.

Also, by the present invention the novel supporting
means comprising the tabs 26 further include separable
fastener elements 34, shown in the illustrated embodi-
ment of the invention as snap fastener parts, by which
the two portions cf the tabs which are located on oppo-
site ‘sides of the cup-like member 2§ may be secured
together to retain the tabs in place against pull-out
through the openings 32.

Also, in accordance with the present invemtion the
cup-like member 28 comprises a resilient, integrally
formed, molded article provided with a novel and advan-
tageous configuration by which it is made more effective
in supporting itself and resisting collapse. = As seen in
FIG. 2, the cup-like member 29 is provided with a pre-
formed fold, permanent crease or bend 3§ having a
relatively large radius indicated at 38, the said fold,
crease or bend being substantially in a medial area of ths
member, that is, along a -generally central, diametric
portion. Actually, however, as provided by the inven-
tion, the fold, crease or bend 36 is slightly displaced unp-
wardly from an exact center line passing through the mem-
ber 28, whereby the portion 20a of the member which
is located below the fold 3§ is slightly larger than the
portion 285 of the member located above the fold. Also,
the two openings 32 in the member 20 are preferably
disposed at the fold 38, whereby these openings are also
off-set slightly from an exact diametric center line through
the member.

Further, in accordance with the invention, the member
28 has a relatively small radius, indicated at 49, extend-
ing along the inside of the fold 36 as compared with the
larger outwardly disposed radius 33. Preferably a some-
what shallow groove 42 is provided along the inside. of
the member 26 at the fold 35 thereof, in which the radius
40 of relatively small dimension is disposed. The cup-
like member 29 is also preferably preformed to have a
partially collapsed shape, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2,
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wherein by the periphery 22 of the member is somewhat
elliptical. I have found that with such construction, when
the breast pad is being properly worn and supported in
place on the bust portion of a garment, it will tend to
flatten or unfold an .extent so that the periphery 22
becomes virtually circular, as illustrated.in FIG. 3. The
larger, lower portion 28a of the member 28, in con-
junction with the smaller upper portion 285, provides an
advantageous support function whereby tcgether with
the preformed groove 42 the member resists collapse to
an appreciable degree and instead assumes a shallow,
cup-like ‘shape such as illustrated in FIG. 3. I attribute
this to the preforming of .the member 20 in a partially
collapsed or folded shape as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and
2, in conjunction with the pre-formed fold 36 and groove
42, the latter having the relatively small radius 49 where-
as the outer surface of the fold has a larger radius 38.
As seen in FIG. 2, the wall of the member 20 is of re-
duced thickness along the fold 36, by virtue of the
provision of the small radius 4¢ and groove 42.

" The breast pad 18, by the provision of the novel sup-
porting tabs 26, may be easily and quickly attached to
and removed from an undergarment. When properly
secured in place, the members 20 and the support tabs
will present a well-rounded appearance and will resist
collapse to a marked degree. The supporting means or
tabs 26 have relatively small mass and size, and are
unobtrusive generally.

The breast pads may be easily washed or cleaned, by
removing them from the garment, removing the sup-
porting ‘tabs 26 from the members 29 and cleaning the
parts .separately in the manner most suitable. Or, the
assemblage of ‘breast pad as illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2
and 3 may be cleaned without removing the tabs 26,
since these do not make appreciably more difficult the
cleaning process.

I claim:

1. A breast pad comprising a cup-like shallow self-
supporting member of conical configuraticn and substan-
tial thickness throughout most of -its expanse, said mem-
ber being of a soft and yieldable resilient cellular struc-
ture and having a .curved periphery of reduced thickness,
a pair of thin and slender relative short tabs, means for
detachably connecting each of said pair of tabs to oppo-
sitely dispesed peripheral portions of said cup-like mem-
ber, means adapted for releasably securing each of said
tabs to a breast portion of a garment to be worn so
that said cup-like member receives and supports therein
the breast of a wearer, and said member being pre-
formed and having a substantially medial fold of rela-
tively large radius extending between oppositely disposed
peripheral portions thereof, whereby the periphery of the
member is roughly of elliptical configuration, the short
tabs ‘being detachably connected to the said .cup-like
member along the substantially medial fold.

2. The invention as defined in claim 1 in which the
member has a portion of relatively small radius at points
along the inside of the fold as compared with the radius
at the outside of the fold, and has a groove in its inner
surface, .extending along.the fold line and containing the
said small-radius portion of the member,
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3. The invention as defined in claim 2 in which the

member is of reduced thickness along the fold line.

4. A breast pad comprising:

a cup-like shallow self-supporting member of conical
configuration and substantial thickness throughout
most of its expanse and formed of soft and yield-
able, resilient cellular structure having a curved
periphery of reduced thickness,

said cup-like member having a preformed fold extend-
ing between oppositely disposed peripheral portions
thereof along a line slightly displaced upwardly from
the line passing through the exact center of the
cup-like member to resist collapse thereof,

ribbon tabs releasably connected on the preformed fold

« to the oppositely disposed peripheral portions of said
cup-like member,

and fastening means connected to said tabs adapted for
releasably securing said tabs to a breast portion of a
garment to be worn.

5. The invention as defined in claim 4 wherein:

each of said opposed peripheral portions of said cup-
like member has an opening formed in and extending
therethrough,

and one end of each of said ribbon tabs passes through
its respective opening to extend from one side of said
member to the other,

the respective ends of said tabs being folded over onto
intermediate portions of said tabs to form a.loop
therewith,

and complementary snap fastening means carried by
said tabs for releasably conmnecting the portions of
said tabs defining their respective loops.

6. The invention as defined in claim 5 wherein:

each of said ribbon tabs has a relatively large area
engaged with the edges of its respective opening.

7. A breast pad comprising an integral, unitary pre-

formed dartless cup-like shallow self-supporting member
of substantially comical .configuration and substantial
thickness throughout most of its expanse, said member
being of a soft and yleldable resilient cellular structure
having .a curved periphery of reduced thickness, a pre-
formed permanent crease formed substantially medially
of said member and having relatively large radius extend-
ing between oppositely disposed peripheral portions there-
of whereby the periphery of the member is roughly of
ellipiical configuration, said member having a portion of
relatively small radius at points along the inside of said
crease as compared with the radius at the outside of said
crease, and a groove formed in ifs inner surface extending
along said crease and containing said small radius portion
of the member. '

8. The invention as defined in claim 7 wherein:

said member is of reduced thickness along said crease.
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