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(C. 222-39) 3 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to dispensing devices and 
has as its object to provide a convenient and prac 
tical dispenser for shortening of the type that 
does not require refrigeration. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

dispenser which may be mounted in Some con 
venient place in the kitchen and from which a 
measured quantity of shortening may be quickly 
and easily extruded in a manner entirely elimi 
nating handling the shortening. ' 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a dispenser of the character described which will 
receive a 'bar' of shortening, as for instance a 
pound, aS packaged for Sale. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a dispenser for shortening and the like which 
is fully closed to protect the contents thereof 
and in which the door closing the discharge open 
ing is automatically opened upon initial actua 
tion of the extruding means. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a simple but effective cut-off device for severing 
the extruded shortening, and which is so designed 
and constructed that the severed shortening will 
fall straight down into a dish or other receptacle 
placed to reecive it. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a dispenser of the character described which can 
be quickly and easily refilled. 
With the above and other objects in view which 

will appear as the description proceeds, this in 
vention resides in the novel construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts substantially 
as hereinafter described, and more particularly 
defined by the appended claims, it being under 
stood that such changes in the precise embodi 
ment of the hereindisclosed invention may be 
made as come within the scope of the claims. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate one com 

plete example of the physical embodiment of the 
invention constructed in accordance with the 
best mode so far devised for the practical ap 
plication of the principles thereof, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shortening 
dispenser embodying this invention; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view thereof with 
parts broken away and in Section. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the removable 
piston or plunger and its actuating lever; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the cut-off de 
vice; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail view of the 
latch mechanism for the door of the discharge 
opening. 
Referring now particularly to the accompany 
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2 
ing drawings in which like numerals indicate 
like parts, the numeral indicates the main body 
or container of the dispenser. This body or con 
tainer has a prismatic shape of a size to receive 
a pound 'bar' of shortening. Its rear Wall 2 
and front wall 3 are connected by side walls 4, 
and its bottom wall 5 has a round discharge open 
ing 6 through which the shortening may be ex 
truded by a piston or plunger 7. The top of the 
container is preferably closed by a removable 
cover 8 which has a hole to slidably receive and 
guide a piston rod 9 extending up from the piston 
or plunger T. 
The upper projecting end of the piston rod 9 

also extends through a hole 0 in an operating 
lever . The lever is hingedly connected to 
the rear wall 2 by a removable hinge pin 2, and 
its outer end provides a handle 3 by which the 
lever may be pumped up and down. Such ac 
tuation of the lever, through coaction between a 
pawl 4 and a rack 5, forces the piston or plunger 
downward to extrude the shortening through the 
opening 6. 
The pawl 4 is pivoted to the lever and is 

urged by a Spring 6 to engage the rack 5 which 
is on the piston rod 9. By counting the 'clicks' 
produced by the pawl engaging successive teeth 
on the rack, the amount of the shortening ex 
truded can be measured as the stroke of the 
plunger will be the same for each "click.' 
The shortening extruded from the container 

may be cut off by a wire "knife' stretched be 
tween the arms of a U-shaped frame 8. The 
frame 8 is slidable in guideways 9 so located 
that the wire it is in close juxtaposition to the 
botton wall 5 as it moves transversely there 
across to pass through the shortening protruding 
from the opening 6. A stop 20 limits the out 
Ward movement of the frame 8. 

Attention is directed to the shape of the 
opening 6. The opening being round, it follows 
that the area thereof transversed by the wire T 
in its final severing stroke, decreases more rapid 
ly than if this part of the opening were bounded 
by a Straight edge parallel with the wire. Objec 
tionable hinging or downward swinging of the 
shortening being severed is thus precluded. Ob 
viously, the opening 6 can be of any other shape 
as long as the area of the portion thereof trans 
versed by the wire in its final movement is Small. 
The dispenser can be quickly and easily loaded 

or refilled upon removal of the plunger or piston 
and its actuating lever, such removal being en 
abled by the withdrawal of the hinge pin f2. 
A cover 2 is provided to close the discharge 
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opening 6. To enable this cover to close the 
opening without having any portion of the COver 
contact the shortening, the cover is cup shaped 
and larger in diameter than the opening 6. Con 
tact between the cover and the exposed shorten 
ing would interfere with easy opening of the COver 
which takes place automatically upon initial ac 
tuation of the lever f. To this end the cover 2 
is carried by an arm 22 hinged as at 23 along at 
the bottom of the rear wall. A torsion spring 24 
yieldingly urges the cover 2 to its open posi 
tion while a latch device 25 holds the cover closed. 
The latch device 25 consists of a bell Crank 

lever 26 pivoted to the rear wall 2 and engage 
able with a tongue 27 projecting rearwardly 
from the mounting arm 22 of the cover. A rod 
28 slidably mounted in guides 29 on the real' 
wall 2 engages the bell crank lever 26 and trips 
the same to free the cover for opening upon initial 
raising of the lever f, the upper end of the rod 
28 being engaged by a rearwardly extending 
tongue 30 on the lever. The rod 28 is yieldingly 
held in engagement with the tongue 30 by a 
spring 3 on the rod between one of the guides 29 
and a collar 32 fixed to the rod. 

Hence, as soon as the lever f is lifted, the cover 
2 automatically opens. A small handle 33 ex 
tending from the side of the cover provides means 
for manually reclosing the same. 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing, it will 
be readily apparent that this invention provides 
a convenient dispenser for shortening and the like 
which enables the housewife to dispense any de 
sired measured quantity of shortening directly 
into a dish or other receptacle thus entirely ob 
virting handling the shortening. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A dispenser for packaged shortening and the 

like comprising: upright side walls defining a 
tubular body substantially square in Cross section 
to receive a 'bar' of shortening insertable 
through the open top of the body; a wall closing 
the bottom of the body and having a restricted 
opening therein; a piston shaped to loosely fit the 
interior of the body and slidable longitudinally 
therein, said piston being removable through the 
open top of the body to enable inserting a "bar' 
of shortening into the body; a relatively flat re 
movable cover closing the top of said body; a 
piston rod on the piston extending upwardly 
therefrom and projecting through an aperture 
in the cover to the exterior of the body; a rack 
on the piston rod having teeth facing one side 
wall of the body; a substantially flat actuating 
lever overlying said cover; a hinge connection 
between said lever and the body substantially in 
the plane of said body side wall, and by which the 
lever is supported for swinging motion to and 
from a position resting flatwise upon said cover, 
said lever having a hole therein through which 
the piston rod passes; a pawl mounted on the 
lever in said hole therein for cooperation with 
the racket teeth on the piston rod to force the 
piston downwardly with each downward stroke 
of the lever; a closure for closing said opening in 
the bottom wall; a hinge connection between the 
body and said closure parallel to and in the same 
vertical plane with the actuating lever axis by 
which the closure is mounted for swinging move 
ment to and from a position lying against the 
underside of said bottom wall and closing the 
opening therein; a spring reacting between the 
body and said closure and yieldingly urging the 
closure to an open position swung away from the 
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4. 
bottom wall of the body; and means controlled by 
the actuating lever for releasably latching said 
closure in its position covering said opening in the 
botton wall. 

2. In a shortening dispenser of the type where 
in downward motion of a piston in the interior of 
the dispenser body effects extrusion of shorten 
ing in the body through a restricted aperture in 
the bottom wall of the body: an operating lever 
mounted on the top of the body for oscillatory 
motion about a Substantially horizontal axis ad 
jacent to one side of the dispenser body; a pawl 
and ratchet connection between the lever and 
piston whereby oscillatory motion of the operat 
ing lever is translated into downward motion of 
the piston; a cover for closing said aperture in 
the bottom wall of the body; a hinge connection 
between the body and said cover having its axis 
parallel to but vertically spaced from the axis of 
the operating lever; means biasing the cover to 
an open position swung away from the opening 
in the bottom wall of the body; and means for 
releasably latching said cover in an operative 
position closing the aperture in the bottom wall 
of the body, said means comprising a bell crank 
and link connection between the operating lever 
and the cover operable upon initial actuation of 
the operating lever to effect release of Said latch 
means to allow the cover to open. 

3. In a shortening dispenser of the type where 
in downward motion of a piston in the interior 
of the dispenser body effects extrusion of shorten 
ing in the body through a restricted aperture in 
the bottom wall of the body; an operating lever 
mounted on the top of the bodiv for Oscillatory 
motion about a substantially horizontal axis ad 
jacent to one side of the dispenser body; a pawl 
and ratchet connection between the lever and pis 
ton whereby oscillatory motion of the operating 
lever is translated into downward motion of the 
piston; a cover for closing said aperture in the 
bottom wall of the body: a hinge connection be 
tween the body and said cover having its axis 
parallel to but vertically spaced from the axis of 
the operating lever; means biasing the cover to 
an open position swung away from the opening 
in the bottom wall of the body; and means for 
releasably latching said cover in an operative 
position closing the aperture in the bottom wall 
of the body, Sid means comprising a rod carried 
by said side wall for endwise up and down motion, 
means biasing the rod upwardly, a part on the 
actuating lever engaged by the upper end of the 
rod for translating the upward biasing force on 
the rod into a turning force on the lever tending 
to hold the lever down onto the top of the dis 
penser body, a bell crank lever pivotally carried 
by said side wall and having a downwardly de 
pending arm thereon engageable with a part on 
the cover to hold said cover in a closed position, 
said bell cranklever having a horizontally extend 
ing arm thereon lying in the path of downward 
movement of said rod, so that downward move 
ment of the rod imparted thereto by Swinging 
movement of the operating lever away from the 
top of the dispenser body effects pivotal motion 
of the bell crank lever to disengage Said down 
wardly depending arm thereof from the cover, 
allowing the cover to open in response to the 
biasing force thereon. 

RAPB . OS.MAN. 
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