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My present invention relates to improvements 
in a Sport boot, in particular a ski boot, and the 
objects of my improvements are first to pro 
Wide means which afford a good support and hold 
of the Wearer's ankle in the boot without con 
Straining the agility of the ankle, and second to 
Substantially eliminate any rubbing actions on 
the lower segment of the wearer's leg. The ad 
Wantages attained thereby are very important for 
the Wearer in particular When skiing. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a ski boot with an instep strap and a spat 
or gaiter enclosing the wearer's shank, wherein 
means are provided for pulling down the instep 
pOrtion and the gaiter So that only a single clo 
Sure means, e.g. a buckle, is to be operated for 
tensioning or loosening the parts. For this pur 
pose, straps Serving to hold the gaiter down run 
downward from the gaiter on beth sides of the 
boot through eyelets of holding Organs arranged 
below the ankle portion of the boot. The straps 
reverse their direction in the eyelets so as to run 
upwards and across the instep portion of the 
boot and towards each other to be releasably and 
adjustably connected with each other. 

Further objects and details of the invention 
Will be apparent from the description given here 
inafter and the accompanying drawing illus 
trating several embodiments thereof by way of 
example. In the drawing: 

Fig. 1 shows a first form of ski boot in side 
view, 

Fig. 2 depicts a portion thereof seen from the 
opposite side, 

Fig. 3 illustrates a vertical longitudinal Sec 
tion through a portion of this same boot, 

Fig. 4 shows a part Side view of a Second form 
of ski boot, and 

Fig. 5 depicts a third form of ski boot in part 
side view. 
The ski boot shown in Figs. 1-3 comprises a 

spat or gaiter loosely joining the upper 0 and 
overlapping the latter on the inside thereof, as 
shown in Fig. 3. The inside of gaiter f is pro 
vided with a soft pad 2. The gaiter Substan 
tially is formed of a band which is detachably 
closable by means of a lace 3. The lower gaiter 
edge which projects into the upper 0, is en 
gaged by two wrap-around straps 4 and 5. The 
latter on both sides of the boot first extend Sub 
stantially in a vertical downward direction and 
emerge through suitable openings in the upper 
on the boot outside. To the heel portion of the 
boot are secured guy straps or stays 8 and 9 
which are provided with eyelets 6 and 7, and 
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2 
the straps 4, 5 are anchored to said stayS. 
From Figs. 1 and 2 may be seen that each of the 
two straps 4, 5 pass through one of the eye 
lets {6, 7. The strap f 5 furthermore passes 
across the boot instep and is wrapped around the 
upper 9. The free ends of the straps 4, 5 are 
detachably interconnected by means of an ad 
justable buckle closure means 20, as shown in 
Fig. 2. The gaiter f is movable With respect to 
the upper and is held downtowards the boot 
sole 2 through means 4-9. From Figs. 1 and 
2 may be seen that the means 4-f9 allow the 
gaiter if to swivel about an imaginary axis which 
passes through the two eyelets 6, 7 of the holds 
ing means 8 and 9. 

in Wearing the ski boot shown and described, 
the gaiter embraces the lower segment of the 
wearer's leg some distance above the ankle, while 
the said imaginary gaiter swing axis is disposed 
below the ankle. When stretching the two straps 
4, 8 by means of the buckle closure means 20, 
the foot thus is pulled down towards the Sole 2, 
not only through the tightening action of strap 
45 across the instep, but also, which is of in 
portance, through the gaiter which engages 
the foot above the ankle. The ankle thus is 
firmly held in the boot Without constraining the 
agility of the ankle, since the gaiter is movably 
disposed with respect to the upper. Regardless 
of the good ankle-hold attained in this way, rub 
bing actions on the lower segment of the wearer's 
leg are practically entirely eliminated, first on 
account of the gaiter pad 2, and second on ac 
count of the movable disposition of the gaiter 
with respect to the upper. The advantages at 
tained thereby are very important, in particular 
for skiers. 
The boot shown partly in Fig. 4 differs from 

the one just described in that the gaiter in 
this case overlaps the upper not from the in 
Side but from the outside.. A further difference 
is that in this case the gaiter is openable not 
on the rearside but on the front side of the boot, 
the lace 22 at the same time Serving to lace the 
boo, instep. 
The ski boot shown in Fig. 5 is a modification 

of that shown in Fig. 4. The gaiter f again 
Overlaps the boot upper on the Outside and is 
detachably closed on the boot front side by 
means of a special lace 23. The strap 5 here 
extends only acroSS the instep, but not around the 
upper 0. The two straps 4, 5 (of which the 
former is invisible in Fig. 5) pass through eye 
lets 24 which by means of anchors 26 are se 
cured to the legs of a stirrup 25 which engages 
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the heel portion of the boot from the rear. The 
stirrup 25 may be made of metal for example, 
and the ends of its legs are inserted in loops 27 
which are rigidly secured to the heel portion, only 
one of the two loops 27 being visible in Fig. 5. 
A spur 28 is integral with the web or stay of the 
stirrup 25, and serves to support the heel Spring 
of a cable ski binding. When the boot is pulled 
down on to the ski with the aid of the ski bind 
ing, the stay of stirrup 25 through the Spur 28 
also is pulled downwardly on to the boot heel 
edge. Thereby a good ankle hold in the boot is 
attained, with the aid of the gaiter, provided that 
the straps 4, 5 previously have been tightened 
somewhat. When, however, the ski binding is 
loosened, or when the heel spring of the binding 
is not engaged to the spur 28 but only to the 
heel groove 29, the foot is clamped leSS pro 
nouncedly in the boot. Such disposition, for ex 
ample, facilitates running over level ground. 

In all of the three forms of invention shown, 
the gaiter may be entirely separated from the 
remaining boot. In the form shown in Fig. 5, 
the stirrup 25 together with the anchors 26 yet 
may be detached from the boot by Simply renov 
ing the same from the loops 27. 
The gaiter and the straps 4, 5 suitably 

are made of leather. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

Letters Patent, is: 
1. A ski boot comprising an upper, a gaiter 

joining said upper and being movable relatively 
thereto, two eyelets anchored below the ankle 
portion on the sides of the boot, respectively, two 
tape-shaped pulling members Secured to the 
lower rim of the gaiter on the sides thereof re 
spectively, each member being passed downward 
through the adjacent eyelet and from there up 
ward, at least one of said members extending 
across the instep portion of the boot, and means 
to connect the free ends of said members adjust 
ably and detachably to each other, so that at 
the same time the instep of the foot and Said 
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4. 

gaiter can be pulled down towards the sole and 
the heel portion of the boot. 

2. A ski boot as claimed in claim 1, said mem 
ber Which extends across the instep portion, ex 
tending also around Said upper. 

3. A ski boot comprising an upper, a gaiter 
joining Said upper and being movable with re 
Spect thereto, two eyelets on the sides of said 
boot, respectively, anchoring means for said eye 
lets and being arranged below the ankle portion 
of Said boot, Said anchoring means including a 
rigid stirrup-like element embracing the heel por 
tion of said boot from the rear and to which said 
eyelets are Secured, two tape-shaped pulling mem 
bers Secured to the lower rim of said gaiter on 
the sides thereof, respectively, said members be 
ing passed downward through the adjacent eye 
lets, and upward therefrom, at least one of said 
members extending across the instep portion of 
Said boot, and means to connect the free ends of 
Said members adjustably and detachably to each 
Other. 

4. A ski boot as claimed in claim 3, said an 
choring means further including loops secured 
On the Sides, respectively, of the heel portion of 
said boot, the legs of Said stirrup being inserted 
into Said loops, and the web of said stirrup in 
cluding a rear Wardly projecting portion adapted 
to Support a portion of a ski binding. 

HERMANN HENKE. 
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