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To ovel, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL MOORE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Provi 
dence, in the county of Providence and State 
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Nut-Crackers; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accompa 
nying drawings, and to letters of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. - 

My invention relates to certain novel im 
provements in nut-crackers, and it consists 
essentially of a pair of handle-carrying jaw 
members fulcrumed or jointed together and 
a bent member fulcrumed to both the said 
jaw-members, arranged to form with the lat 
ter a supplemental or auxiliary pair of jaws, 
as will be more fully hereinafter set forth and 
claimed. 
The object I have in view is to produce a 

nut-cracker having a greater range or capac 
ity than implements of this class as hitherto 
constructed, the improved nut-cracker at the 
same time being comparatively inexpensive, 
Very strong and durable and not liable to be 
come broken in use. 
In the accompanying sheet of drawings 

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my 
improved nut-cracker, and Fig. 2 is a trans 
verse Sectional view of the same, taken on 
line ac a' of Fig. 1. 
In the drawings A indicates my improved 

nut-cracker complete. 
The upper and lower jaw-members a, and 

b, respectively, are jointed or fulcrumed to 
gether. As drawn, a short link d unites the 
two members at the forward ends. The op 
posite or rear end portions of these members 
are provided with handles h; these latter 
may be integral with the jaws or they may be 
secured thereto in any well known manner. 
The lower memberb is prolonged or extended 
beyond the joint or fulcrum, as at b, to form 
a fulcrum or joint for the auxiliary jaw c 
soon to be described. The last named jaw 
member, c, is bent, its form being substan 
tially U-shape. One end of the piece is full 

crumed to the extension b’ of the lower jaw, 
as before stated, the other end being jointed 
to the upper member at at a point contiguous 
to the handle. The said end may extend 
through the jaw a and engage the lower or 
fellow member b, thus forming a stop c' for 
limiting the distance between the jaws when 
fully closed. 

If desired the jaws may be kept normally 
separated by means of a springs; its free end 
bearing against the member c. The dotted 
lines in Fig. 1, indicate the position and rela 
tion of the several parts when thus opened. 
My improved nut-cracker may be made of 

any suitable material, as for example, malle 
able iron, steel, &c. I prefer, however, to use 
steel rods or wire for the purpose, as it com 
bines great strength and rigidity with light 
ness. The adjacent faces in of the several 
jaws are corrugated or roughened in any suit 
able manner, for obvious purposes. 
The manner of operating my improved nut 

cracker is as follows: The size of the nut-re 
ceiving space m between the jaws a and b is 
controlled by the act of opening and closing 
the jaws, substantially as usual in implements 
of this class. But in order to use the device 
for cracking nuts of larger size and requiring 
more power to break them I place the nuts in 
the space n' between the open jaw-members 
canda and then close them. The act of thus 
closing the jaws will materially contract the 
space m' by the joint rising of the front end 
of the member a and the depression of the 
coacting member c. It will be observed that 
by means of the novel arrangement of the 
parts the device may be successfully used for 
cracking a class of hard shell nuts which 
hitherto it has been deemed impracticable to 
accomplish with nut-crackers as usually con 
structed; this advantage is due to the fact 
that a much greater purchase or leverage is 
provided. 
The nut-cracker may be highly finished 

and made quite ornamental if desired with 
out detracting from its efficiency. 
While I am well aware that hand-operated 

nut-crackers have hitherto been provided 
simply with the usual jaw-members, as C. and 
b, jointed or fulcrumed together at the for 
ward ends by an interposed link, as d, I be 
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lieve the combination with such members of 
an auxiliary or supplemental jaw member to 
be both novel and useful. 

I claim as my invention 
1. As an improved article of nanufacture, 

a nut-cracker consisting of a pair of handle 
: carrying jaw members fulcrumed together 
and a bent member fulcrumed to both the 
said jaw members, arranged to form there 
with a supplemental or auxiliary pair of jaws, 
Substantially as described. 

2. The combination with two jaw members 
jointed together, of a supplemental jaw mem. 
ber jointed thereto arranged to work in uni 
son there with, substantially as described. 

3. The combination with two movable han 
dle-members fulcrumed together to form a 
pair of jaws, of a third member jointed to 
both the said jaw members and arranged to 
form another or supplemental pair of jaws, 
whereby the act of opening and closing the 
said handle-members produces a simultane 
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ous and corresponding movement of the Sup 
plemental jaws, substantially as described. 

4. The combination with the jaw member C. 
and the jaw-memberb fulcrumed thereto and 
extending beyond the joint or fulcrum, of the 
supplemental jaw-member c jointed to said 
extension and to the other member d, sub 
stantially as described. 

5. The nut-cracker hereinbefore described, 
consisting in the combination of the jaw 
member a, the jaw-member b provided with 
an extension b', a link d connecting Said mem 
bers, a bent jaw-member c jointed to Said ex 
tension and to the member a, and a jaW-open 
ing spring, all arranged and adapted for op 
eration substantially as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 

nature in presence of two witnesses. 
SAMUEL MOORE. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. H. REMINGTON, 
IDA. M. WARREN. 
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