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IMPROVEMENT IN CLAMPS FOR BUT‘I‘ER—FIRKINS_.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be i knogn that I, D. M. LoCKRIDGE, of Otto, in
the county of Cattwraugus, and State of New York,
have invented a new and usetul Im provement in Fir-
kins and Tubs for Butter and other substances; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,

and exact description thereof, which will enable those.

skilled in the art to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specitication.

The object of this invention is to provide firkins,
tubs, and other vessels, for Dpacking butter, lard, and
other like matters, by,which access may be had to the
contents, for inspection, withous the labor of loosen-
ing the hoops and removing the heafl, which allows
the brine to ran out, greatly to the disadvantage of
the botter as to preservation.

My invention cousists in providing one or more .

holes through the firkin or tub, preferably at the head,
for the insertion of the inspector’s trier, and in her-
metically closing them by & button ov clamp, provided
with Lidia rubber, or other suitable packing-substance,
clamped down upon the said opening by a screw, which
uvy be started out a few turns when aceess is desired,

s that the clamp may be turned away from over the

holes.

Figure 1 represents a plan view of a vessel for pack-

ing butter, lard, or-other like substance, provided with
my improvemnents; and : ’
Figure 2 represents a sectional elevation .of the
same.
Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding
pares.

'

A represents the head, which I provide with one or

“more inspection-holes, B.

O represents a clamp or button, having Inlia-rab-
ber or other suitable flexible packing-disks, D, suit-
ably inserted in its Jower face, to fit down upon the
head above and around the holes, and having a cen-
tral elamping-serew, B, for screwing into the head and
clamping the packing-disks dowr, so as to pack the
holes permanently against the admission of air, and
to prevent the escape of brine, while in transitu or
storage. ) : :

Tor inspection, these clumps may be readily re-
moved by starting the screws and turning the clamps
thereon; and they are as readily . inade tight again
after inspection, without any damage to the tub or.

loss of brine, which is very danaging to butter, and

which invariably results when the Leads are takeii ouf,
and which is very liable to oceur when holes are bored
and plugged, as the plugs work loosé very frequently.
Having thus described -my invention, :
‘What I claim' as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— . ’ .
A screw-clamp, C, with packing-block or bloeks D,
for closing the inspection-hale or Lioles B, substantially
as herein shown and deséribed, : o
The above specification of my invention signed by
me, this 17th day of July, 1869.
: - .D. M. LOCKRIDGE.
Witnesses:
‘RarpH DEWEY,
‘EvisgA DAkE.




