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(57) Abstract: A method by which N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-pyrrolidone having a high purity sufficient to enable the compound to be
used as an intermediate for N-vinyl-2-pyrrolidone is obtained from a liquid reaction mixture obtained by reacting ¥ -butyrolactone
with 2-aminoethanol, i.e., a liquid comprising N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-pyrrolidone, one or more compounds having a lower boiling
point than N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-pyrrolidone, and one or more compounds having a higher boiling point than N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-
pyrrolidone. The method is characterized by distilling the liquid reaction mixture with a distillation column to thereby obtain through
the column top a distillate comprising N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-pyrrolidone and compounds having a lower boiling point than it and
obtain a bottom liquid comprising compounds having a higher boiling point than N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-2-pyrrolidone.
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