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This invention relates to an improved device 
for locking in relatively adjusted positions a pair 
of rods having portions which lie in substantial 
ly contiguous parallel relation. - 
While the invention is adapted for general use, 

it is especially serviceable in connection with ad 
justable garment stretching frames and the like, 
wherein the frame comprises rod sections having 
relatively adjustable portions which lie in sub 
stantially contiguous parallel relation. 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a lock of the above kind which is ex 
tremely simple in construction, inexpensive to 
manufacture, and highly efficient in use. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a lock of the above kind which is easy to install 
and manipulate and which may be readily and 
economically manufactured. 
More specific objects and features of the in 

vention Will become apparent from the following 
description when considered in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure i is a fragmentary elevational view 
showing parts of the rod sections of an adjust 
able frame whose substantially contiguous paral 
lel portions are equipped with a lock constructed 
in accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged transverse section 
taken dn line 2-2 of Figure 1. w 

Figure 3 is a transverse section taken on line 
3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 but with 
the lock in released position. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, 5 and 6 in 
dicate two rod sections of an adjustable frame, 
which rod sections respectively have portions 7 
and 8 that lie in substantially contiguous paral 
lel relation. The portions 7 and 8 are held in 
parallel relationship but permitted to slide with 
respect to each other by guide loops 9 and O, the 
former being provided on the end of portion 7 
and embracing the portion 8, and the latter be 
ing secured on the end of portion 8 and embrac 
ing the portion 7 in a well-known manner. 
The lock of the present invention, which is 

adapted to releasably secure the portions 7 and 8 
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in relatively adjusted positions, comprises a rela 
tively stiff resilient elongated loop which is 
preferably formed of a strip of sheet metal and 
arranged to embrace the rod portions 7 and 8. 
Loop f has a major axis which is of such length 
that the loop will press the rods into tight fric 
tional engagement with each other when said 
loop is tilted in the direction of the arrow b from 
the position of Figure 4 to the position of Figure 
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3. When the loop is in the position of Figure 3, 
its major axis is in the same plane as the longi 
tudinal axes of the rod portions. T and 8. One 
side portion 2 of the loop f is extended out 
wardly to increase the width of the loop at one 
end, so that the rods are released from tight 
frictional engagement with each other when said 
loop is tilted in the direction of the arrow c from 
the position of Figure 3 to the position of Figure 
4. When the loop is in the position of Figure 4, 
its major axis is at an angle to the planed which 
intersects the longitudinal axes of the rod por 
tions 7 and 8. The metal of which the loop is 
formed preferably possesses slight resiliency, and 
the loop is normally open at one side of its wider 
end as indicated at 3, for a distance slightly less 
than the diameter of the rod portions 7 and 8. 
In this way, the lock is effectively retained on 
the rod portions 7 and 8 unless the loop is forcibly 
expanded by separation of its ends. Due to the 
resiliency of the loop, it may be forced on to the 
rod portions so as to cause the latter to pass into 
the loop at the point where the space f3 is pro 
vided. In this way, the lock may be readily and 
quickly installed, although the loop will contact 
as soon as applied to the rod portions for being 
effectively retained thereon. 
The loop it has an outwardly projecting finger 

piece f4 for use in tilting said loop. As shown, 
this finger piece comprises an integral extension 
on one end of the loop, or of the strip from which 
the loop is formed. 
In use, the finger piece f4 may be pressed to 

readily tilt the lock to the position of Figure 3 
wherein the rod portions 7 and 8 are forced into 
tight frictional engagement with each other and 
thereby secured in relatively adjusted position. 
When it is desired to relatively adjust the rod 
portions, pressure is applied to the finger piece 
4 so as to tilt the lock to the position of Figure 
4 wherein the rod portions are released from 
tight frictional engagement and even permitted 
to slightly separate for ready relative ad 
justment. 
From the foregoing description, it is believed 

that the construction, operation and advantages 
of the present invention will be readily under 
stood and appreciated by those skilled in the art. 
Minor changes in details of construction are con 
templated, such as fall within the spirit and 
Scope of the invention as claimed. 
What I claim is: 
1. A manually operable rod lock of the char 

acter described comprising an elongated open 
loop formed of a strip of relatively stiff resilient 
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metal and adapted to substantially completely 
embrace contiguous parallel portions of relative 
ly adjustable rods so as to be retained thereon, 
said loop including two side portions and two end 
portions and having a major axis of Such length 
that the loop will press the rods into tight fric 
tional engagement with each other when the loop 
is bodily tilted laterally of the rods in one direc 
tion to a position wherein such major axis is in 
the same plane as the longitudinal axes of the 
rods, one side portion of the loop being extended 
laterally outward to increase the width of the 
loop at One end so that the rods Will be released 
from Said frictional engagement. When the loop is 
tilted laterally of the rods in the opposite direc 
tion to a position wherein such major axis is at 
an angle to such plane, and a projecting finger 
piece on one end of the loop. 

2. The construction defined in claim 1, where 
in said one side portion is extended to form with 
an end portion of the loop an opening at said one 
end of the loop which is of a size slightly less 

... than the diameter of the rods so that the loop 
will be retained on the rods unless it is forcibly 
expanded, 

3. The construction defined in claim 1, where 
in the projecting finger piece is an integral ex 
tension on one end of the strip. 

4. In combination. With a pair of adjacent 
relatively slidable rod sections having overlapped 
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4. 
portions, a manually operable lock for said rod 
Sections comprising means including an elon 
gated at least partial loop embracing the over 
lapped portions of said rod Sections So as to be 
retained thereon for locking said sections to 
gether, said loop being bodily tiltable laterally of 
the rod sections in one direction to clamp said 
rod sections together against relative movement 
and being bodily tiltable laterally of said rod sec 
tions in the opposite direction to release said rod 
sections for free relative movement, one end of 
said loop being of greater width than the other 
end thereof to permit the lateral tilting of said 
loop relative to said rod Sections with one of said 
rod Sections acting as a fulcrum for the loop, 
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