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United States Patent Office 3,083,051 
Patented Mar. 26, 1963 

3,083,051 
FOLDING CHAIR 

Benjamia K. Milbourne, San Jose, Calif., assignor, by 
mesne assignments, to Robert S. Curtis 
Filed Oct. 18, 1961, Ser. No. 45,367 

2 Clains. (Cl. 297-19) 

This invention relates in general to a foldable or col 
lapsable rocking chair. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a collapsable 
rocking chair which is well braced and sturdy in use but 
which may be folded to occupy a minimum storage space. 

Ancillary objects and advantages of this invention, if 
not specifically set forth, will become apparent during 
the course of the description which follows. 

Generally, this invention comprises a collapsable rock 
ing chair having a back and a seat member hinged to 
gether whereby the back may be folded directly over the 
seat, a pair of arcuate rocker members, a front pair of 
legs hinged at the top ends thereof to opposite sides of 
said backs, said front legs being hinged at the bottoms 
thereof adjacent the fronts of the said arcuate rocker 
members, a pair of rear legs each pivoted at one end 
thereof to an arcuate rocker member at a point spaced 
from the point of attachment of a front leg, each of said 
rear legs being pivoted adjacent the other end thereof 
to said back at a point intermediate the point of attach 
ment of said seat and said point of attachment of a front 
leg, the front and rear legs being paired and each two 
elements constituting a pair lying in the same plane where 
by each of the said front legs bears against an end of 
a rear leg when the chair is unfolded for use. 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the collaps 

able rocker of this invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view showing the manner 

in which the rocker of this invention is folded. 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevation showing the rocker of 

this invention completely folded for storage. 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view 

on the line 4-4 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view 

on the line 5-5 of FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional view 

of a portion of the leftmost end of the folded chair of 
FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged perspective view of one of 

the brackets which is conveniently used for attaching 
the back and seat members. 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like characters 
refer to like parts throughout, there is shown a collaps 
able rocker having a back, generally 10, incorporating 
a pair of normally upright support members 12 and hori 
Zontal cross pieces 14, 6 and 18. The seat generally 20, 
is hinged to the back ice by means of brackets 22. Each 
bracket has a U-shaped receptacle 24 for a bracing mem 
ber 26. The seat 20 consists of a pair of side frame ele 
ments 28 having a plurality of cross members 30, 32, 34 
and 36. Each of the seat frame elements 28 is secured 
to the bracket 22 by means of pin 40 about which the 
seat pivots. The bracket is fixed, by means of a pair of 
pins 42 and 43 to the normally vertical back supporting 
members 12. 

Pivoted by means of pins 44 to front ends of each of 
the arcuate rocker members 46 are front legs 48. These 
legs are pivoted at the upper ends thereof by means of 
pins 59 to the upright back members 12. Each of the 
front legs 48 is provided with suitable cross bracing in 
cluding brace 52 and brace 54. One of the advantageous 
features of this invention flows from the placement of the 
brace 54 sufficiently near the normally lowermost ends 
of the front legs 48 that the chair may be folded as shown 
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in FIGURE 3 with the top of the back member 10 pass 
ing between the front legs of the rocker. As seen in 
FIGURE 4, the brace 54 also serves as a Support for 
the frame members 28 of the seat 26. 
The rocker is provided with a pair of rear legs 56 

which are pivoted by means of pins 58 to points adjacent 
the rearmost ends of the arcuate rocker members 46 
which legs have bracing 59. The normally uppermost 
ends of the legs 56 are pivoted about pins 43 which pass 
directly through brackets 22 and upright back Support 
members 12. The pins 43 strike the legs 56 at points 
spaced somewhat from the uppermost ends of the legs 
as particularly shown in FIGURE 4. As each front leg 
lies in the plane of a rear leg, the boss 60 which has 
a shank, not shown, is threaded into the upper end of 
the leg and bears against a rearward side of one of front 
egs 48 at a point intermediate the ends thereof. The 
threaded boss and shank structure permits an effective 
extending or retracting of the uppermost end of each 
rear leg 56 so as to permit a variation in the degree of 
perpendicularity of the front legs 48 and thus the back 
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member 6. 
Optionally, the chair may be provided with arms 62 se 

cured in position by means of pins 50 adjacent the upper 
most ends of the front legs 48. Hinges 63 provide means 
for attachment of arms 64. Hole 65 drilled in each of 
the front legs 48 provide a receptacle for a dowel mounted 
on the end of each arm support 64. 
To assemble the chair from the position shown in FIG 

URE 3, one need only grasp the cross member 4 of the 
back 50 and lift it until the bosses 64 contact the under 
sides of front legs 48, as shown in FIGURE 2. As seen 
in FIGURE 5, friction reducing means such as Washers 
66 may be positioned between any of the movable parts 
wherever required. 

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 
invention hereinabove set forth may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope thereof and, there 
fore, only such limitations should be imposed as are in 
dicated in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A collapsable rocking chair comprising a back and 

a seat hinged together whereby said back may be folded 
directly over said seat, a pair of arcuate rocker mem 
bers, a pair of front legs hinged at the topmost ends 
thereof, to opposite sides of said back, said front legs 
being hinged at the bottom most ends thereof to said arcu 
ate rocker members, said front legs having at least 
a single brace bridging the distance therebetween, said 
brace being so positioned that said back may pass between 
said front legs and the front portion of said seat may be 
supported on said brace when said chair is assembled, a 
pair of rear legs pivoted at the lowermost ends thereof 
to said arcuate rocker members at points spaced from 
the points of attachment of said front legs, said rear legs 
being pivoted adjacent the topmost ends thereof to op 
posite sides of said back at points intermediate the point 
of attachment of said seat thereto and points of attach 
ment of said front legs thereto, one of Said front legs 
lying in the same plane as one of said rear legs and the 
other of said front legs lying in the same plane as the 
other of said rear legs whereby each of said front legs 
bears against an end of a rear leg when the said chair is 
unfolded for use, said last-mentioned end of each of said 
rear legs having means for extending and retracting said 
end whereby to increase or decrease the effective length 
of said leg, said means being positioned on the said end 
of each of the said rear legs between the point whereat 
said leg is pivoted to said back member and said point 
where a front leg bears against said rear leg, said means 
consisting of a member threaded into said leg and being 
capable of being extended and retracted by rotation. 
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2. A collapsable rocking chair comprising a back and 
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a seat hinged together whereby said back may be folded 
directly over said seat, a pair of arcuate rocker members, 
a pair of front legs hinged at the topmost ends thereof. 
to oppposite sides of said back, said front legs being 
hinged at the bottom most ends thereof to said arcuate 
rocker members, said front legs having at least a single 
brace bridging the distance therebetween, said brace 
being so positioned relative to the other end thereof that 
said back may pass between said front legs and the front 
portion of said seat may be supported on said brace when 
said chair is assembled, a pair of rear legs pivoted at the 
lowermost ends thereof to said arcuate rocker members at 
points spaced from the points of attachment of said front 
legs, said : rear legs being pivoted adjacent the topmost 
ends thereof to opposite sides of said back at points inter 
mediate the point of attachment of said seat thereto and 
points of attachment of said front legs thereto, one of 
said front legs lying in the same plane as one of said rear 
legs and the other of said front legs lying in the same. 
plane as the other of said rear legs whereby each of said 
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4. 
front legs bears against an end of a rear leg when the said 
chair is unfolded for use, said last-mentioned end of each 
of said rear legs having means for extending and retract 
ing said end whereby to increase or decrease the effective 
length of said leg, said means being positioned between 
the point whereat said leg is pivoted to said back member 
and said point where a front leg bears against said rear 
leg. 
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