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This invention relates to folding chairs and to
other similar articles of furniture.

Folding chairs have heretofore been proposed
in which, through pivotal interconnecting link-
age, the legs were made to follow the back mem-
ber as the same was moved to the folded or
extended positions. The complicated linkage
mechanism employed in these chairs. rendered
the closing and opening operations of the same
rather difficult so that it was not possible to fold
or extend these prior chairs without consider-
able effort on the part of a user.

To avoid this complication, the back member
and legs, according to the present invention, are
interconnected by a very simple mechanism,
positive in its action, and capable of transmit-
ting the folding and extending movement of the
back member to the legs in such a manner that
the chair can be operated with considerable ease
and with little effort. :

Also, the complicated mechanism of the previ-
ously proposed chairs included a plurality of piv-
otally connected links, and required many stamp-
ing and assembling operations which increased
considerably the manufacturing costs of the
chairs, 'The simple mechanism of the chair of
the present invention obviates the necessity of
the plurality of interconnectors and consequent-
ly the manufacturing costs thereof have been

materially decreased, and the assembling opera- !

tions simplified.

Further, the actuating mechanism of the chair,
according to the invention herein disclosed, not
only affords a simple, easy operation of the
chair to the folded or extended positions but
also tends to increase the rigidity of the chair
when fully extended for use. The preferred
form of the actuating mechanism is so organized
and so inferconnected with the legs of the chair
that movement of the latter will not be imparted
to the actuating mechanism so that any tend-
ency of the legs to collapse will be thereby pre-
vented.

To further increase the rigidity of the chair, a
bair of brace members are mounted, one on
each side of the chair, and so connected to the
front legs that the same are held in rigid extend-
ed position but yet quite easily moved to the
folded position when so desired. :

Chairs have also been proposed hereinbefor
in which means were employed to lock either the
back member or one pair of the legs when the
chair was extended and which, due to the inter-
connection of the back member and legs, held
all of the elements of the chair in extended
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bosition, The previously proposed construction,
although maintaining the legs and back member
in the extended position, nevertheless, resulted
in an unstable chair when extended ag the piv-
otally interconnected links must necessarily, to
reduce friction and binding during movement .
thereof, be given a certain amount of play. This
lost motion between the links, as will be under-
stood, prevented the chair from being locked in
rigid extended position and resulting in shifting
movements when the chair was in use.

To obviate this undesirable construction, the
invention, as disclosed herein, securely locks the
actuating mechanism in the extended position.
The means for securely locking the actuating
mechanism comprises a latch means, an integral

part of the actuating mechanism, adapted to

automatically engage keeper means mounted on-
the underside of the seat member when the chair
is moved to the extended position. Accordingly,
with the actuating mechanism securely held
against movement, the chair of the present in-
vention is extremely rigid when in use.

Other features and advantages will herein-
after appear.

In the accompanying drawings: :

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the seat member
with the seat proper removed.

Fig. 2 is a view partly in elevation, taken on
line 2—2 of Fig. 1, showing the chair in the
fully extended position.

Fig, 3 is a similar view showing the position
of the elements of the chair when the same is
partially collapsed. - ’

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 and showing
the position of the elements of the chair in the
folded position.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view, partly in section
showing the means by which the back member
and rear leg are connected to the seat member
as well as the means for locking the actuating
mechanism in the fully extended position.

Fig, 6 s a view similar to Fig. 5 with the chair
back moving in the direction of the arrow to-
ward the folded position. ’

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5 and showing
2 modified form of the means for connecting the
rear legs to the seat member., :

In the preferred form of the invention, the
chair comprises a seat member 19 of any suitable
construction, and may, as shown herein, include
two side bars (1 interconnected at the opposite
end thereof with front and rear bars 12 and 13,
respectively. The front and rear bars are slightly
recessed, as at (4, for.carrying the seat proper
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of any suitable material or iconstruction. The provide a large area of contact where the chair

seat- member 18 may be of any desired shape,
but, in the present invention, it is slightly ob-
long and flared somewhat toward the front so
that the seat is wider at the front edge than at
the rear edge. In this construction, the front
legs 15 will be spaced somewhat further apart
than the rear legs 17 so that the legs may fold
longitudinally adjacent each other on the under-
side of the seat member in a manner hereinafter
more completely described. A back member. 8
is pivotally connected to the seat membeyr and is
adapted to fold against the top side thereot.
The legs 16—17 and back member [8 prefer-
ably, as herein shown, are adapted to be pivot-

ally interconnected to the seat frame {0 by two-

groups of elements, one group being the counter-
part of the other and each being suitably ar-
ranged for installation respectively on the right
and left hand sides of the chair. The elements
are preferably stamped from sheet metal; and,
with few exceptions, are interchangeable so thab
they can be used in connection with either group:
This greatiy reduces -the number of stamping
operations and resulis in a greater economy of
manufacture. - As the two groups comprise iden-
tical members, one only will be described in de-
tail, and the second group will be hereinafter
mentioned only where it appears necessary to

clearly describe the operation of the chair, or 3

where a member of one group performs & func-
tion in conjunction with its counterpart of the
other group. - ' :

The front legs 18, in the present invention, are
pivotally secured. to the seat member 10 adja-
cent the front edge thereof by & hinge support
19. The hinge support, in its present preferred
form, comprises a substantially. L-shaped brack-
et 20, one leg of which is'secured to the under-
side of the side bar by a screw 2} and the other
leg to the underside of -the front bar by addi-
tional screws 2i. The bracket 20 thus serves
to greatly strengthen or brace the corner con-
nection between the side bar {1 and the front
bar 12.

The bracket 28 is provided with downturned
ears 22 adapted to accommodate a curled.por-
tion 23 of a plate 24 on the front leg 16, with a
pivot. pin 25 extending therebetween, forming
the hinge support 13, = :

The plate 24 is connected to the rear side of
the front leg I8 by the studs or any other suit-
able fastener means, and the curled member 23
thereof is offset slightly relative to the top end
face 26 of the leg 18 so that the entire top face
moves downwardly away from the underside- of
the seat member 10 when the leg 16 is moved
from the extended position, thereby making it
unnecessary to round thé corner or cut away
any of the top end of the leg for clearance during
pivotal movement thereof.” Thus, there is pro-
vided a large area of supporting contact be-
tween the leg 18 and seat member I8 when the
leg is in the fully extended position shown in
Mg, 2 which adds greatly to the rigidity of the
chair. .

The bracket ears 22 are widespread, and al-
though not shown preferably the plate 24 is

radually tapered from the bottom toward the
top including the:curled portion 23, so that the
latter is considerably wider than the chair leg
1§; thus, the hinge support 19 of the present
invention effectively braces the leg against un-
usual sidewise strain. This feature, ‘and the
pivotal - connection. which makes it possible to
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leg 16 engages the seat’ member 10, provides
such & rigid support for the leg that it is un-
necessary to provide the usually unattractive sup-
porting or bracing cross bar hetween the two
front legs.

The bracket 21, secured by screws 21 to the
underside of the side bar |1 adjacent the hinge
support 19, is provided with an upturned ear 28
to which is pivoted at 29 a brace 30 for the leg
{6, The brace 30 has a hock-shaped slot 3i
therein comprising a short hook or notch 32 ex-
tending transversely of the brace and a longi-
tudinal portion extending substantially the entire
length of the brace 3. The short notch 32 forms
g shoulder 33 adjacent the longitudinal portion of
the slot. Fixed to an ear 34 of the plate 24 and
riding in the slot 31 is a shouldered stud 35. It
will be seen that, with the leg I8 in the extended
position and the stud 35 in the notch 32 of the
slot 31, the leg will-be firmly braced and any
tendency of the leg to fold inwardly will be pre-
vented by the engagement of the stud 38 with
the shoulder 33. .

Securéd adjacent each end of the rear bar 13
is a mounting bracket 38. Each bracket is se-
cured to the outerside of the rear bar I3 by
studs or the like and is provided with oppositely
projecting. ears 3728, extending above and be-
low the seat member respectively.

The back member {8 may be of any suitable
or desired construction, but preferably includes
side bars or rails 39 pivotally mounted inter-
mediate their ends, as at 40, on the upwardly ex-
tending ears 371 of the mounting brackets 36.

An actuating lever 41 is connected to each of
the mounting brackets 36 by a pivotal pin 42
intermediate the ears thereof. The lower end
portion of the side rail 29 of the back member
§8 is pivotally interconnected to the lever 41 by
a short link 43. The link 43 is pivotally con-
nected adjacent the upper end thereof to. the
side rail 39 intermediate the pivot 40 and the end
thereof by a suitable rivet or pin 44. The lower

5 end of each link is pivotally secured by a pivotal

pin 45 to its corresponding actuating lever #1.

The levers 41 are, as herein shown, offset as
at 46 to provide clearance for the links 43 so
that the lower ends of the same may pass be-
tween the levers 4t and the rear legs IT when the
chair is moved to the extended position, as
shown in Fig. 2.

The rear legs 17 of the chairf are adapted to
ke pivotally held to seat member 18 by a floating
pivotal mounting including a pin-and-slot con-
nection therebetween. The floating pivotal
mounting preferably, as herein shown, comprises
a mounting plate 47 secured to each of the rear
legs 11 by studs or other suitable fastening
means., 'The plates are provided with an upper
laterally offset portion &8 substantially trans-
verse to the legs IT and extending beyond the
front sides thereof. Each plate 4T has a dog-
leg cam slot, 49 within which a rivet 50, carried
by the ear 38 of the mounting bracket 36, is
adapted to operate. The plates 47 of the present
invention are offset outwardly so that the ear 38
of the bracket 35 may be accommodated between
the rear leg |1 and the plate 4T.

The laterally-offset portion 48 of the mounting
plate 41 of the rear leg 7 is pivotally secured
by a rivet or pin 52 {o the actuating lever 41.

It will now be apparent that, when the back
member 18 is moved from the fully extended
position (as shown by Fig. 2) to the partially
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folded position of Fig. 3, the rear leg, due to the

novel actuating lever 41 and the floating pivotal

connection 48, 59, will also be moved to a corre-
sponding ‘position. The actuating lever 41, as
will now be seen, is, in reality, a bell crank lever
fulerumed by the pin 42 on the mounting bracket
36 of the seat member 18, one arm of the bell
crank being pivotally connected to the lower end
of the back member (8 by a link 48, and the
second arm to the plate 47 of the rear leg 17.
Movement of the lower end of the back member
18, as that member is pivoted about pin 40, is
positively transmitted by the bell crank-to the
plate 47 on the rear leg 1, and, due to the action
of the pin 58 operating in the cam slot 49 of
the plate, the rear leg is initially forced down-
wardly and then forwardly in a direction: op-
posite to the path of movement of the back mem-
ber.

The camming action between slot 49 and the
pin 50 operating therein causes the leg 17 to
move downwardly away from the back member
during the initial pivotal movement of the lat-
ter, making it necessary to only slightly round
or cut away the lower end of the rail 39 for
clearance during the pivotal movement of the
same. This permits a substantially large area
of supporting contact between the leg {71 and
rail 39 of the back member when the leg is in
the fully extended position which augments the
rigidity of the chair. The rigidity of the chair
when extended is also increased by the floating
pivotal connection, as any tendency of the leg
{7 to pivot, except in the exact path of move-
ment permitted by the pin 50 and slot connec-
tion 49, resulfs in binding engagement between
the pin 58 and the wall of the slot 49.

According to the present invention, the front
legs 16 are also adapted to be controlled, that
is moved into their folded or extended position,
as the back member {8 is folded or extended.
To this end there is provided an elongate actu-

ator link 53 for each of the front leg braces 88,

which is connected to the actuating lever &1 or
bell crank preferably by the rivet 52 and ex-
tending ferward underneath the seat member
{0 to a pivot 54 onr the brace 30. The location
of the pivots 84, 52, 45 and 44 preferably, as
clearly shown in Fig. 2, are so disposed relative
to the arms of the bell crank 41, that casual
movement of the link 53 caused by any tendency
of the front legs 16 to move toward their folded
position will not result in any pivotal move-
ment being given to the bell crank. This con-
struction, it will be seen, inherently increases
the rigidity of the chair in use.

It will be understood now that movement of
the front legs 16 can be controlled by the back
member {8 by means of the bell cranks and
actuating links 53 swinging the braces 38 about
the pivots 29 and through the medium of studs
33 riding in the slots 81 cause the legs 16 to be
pivotally moved to a position corresponding to
the back member 3.

To positively lock the chair in the extended
position and to prevent accidental collapse
thereof, a novel locking means has been pro-
vided in the present invention. In the pre-
ferred form of the invention, the novel locking
mmeans comprises a bar or rod 55 extending sub-

stantially the entire width of the seat member.

{8 adjacent the rear edge thereof, which is
adapted to lockingly engage a detent 56 carried
by an extension of one of the arms of the bell
crank lever 4i. The bar 55 is mounted on the
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3
underside of the seat member 10, in order to .be
inconspicuous, by suitable brackets 57 having
upturned éars 58 carried by the side bars adja-
cent the rear ends thereof. The brackets .57
are adapted- to be secured to the.underside of
the side bars 1I with wood screws or the like.

Each end of the bar 55 is slidably retained
in a slot 59 provided in the upturned ears 58
of the brackets 57. 'The bar 55 is adapted to-be -
forwardly urged by means of small coiled springs
68 each having an end coil secured about. the
kar. The springs 60 are carried by the rear
bar {3 of the seat member {0. The means for
mounting the springs §0 may comprise, as herein
shown, small sockets or recesses 61 formed in
the front surface of the rear bar 18, each adapted
to receive or house the free end of the rear ends
of the springs §9.

The detent 5§, in the present invention; com-
prises a hook 62 adapted to receive the resiliently
urged bar 85. The hook 62 is an integral part.
of the bell crank 4f and securely locks the same
when the chair is in the extended position. It
will now be apparent, that, with the actuating
mechanism sectrely held against movement, the
elements of the chair will be held in rigid ex-
tended position, and, as the actuating mech-
anism per se is held against movement the chair
will be extremely rigid.

To automatically retract the keeper bar 55
to permit the hook detent 56 of the bell crank
41 to be moved to its position when the chair
is fully extended, and then held in such position
by the keeper bar, the detent 5§ is provided with
& cam nosy 83. The cam nose 63 is adapted to
engage the bar 85 as the ball crank is moving
into the fully extended chair position, and, due
to the camming action therebetween, the bar is
thrust backward against the action of the springs
and the detent is allowed to complete its move-
ment, whereupon the bar rides into the hook
62, securely locking. the bell crank against
movement.

A modified form of the rear leg support and
control, therefore, is shown by PFig. 7 of the
drawings. In this modified form of the inven-
tion, the pin-and-siot connection, including the
lower ear of the bracket, has been dispensed with
and the rear leg {71 is pivotally interconnected
with the seat member {0 by means of a link 64.
The remaining elements of this form of the
invention are identical with those previously
described although a somewhat different pivotal
movement of the rear leg is obtained in the form
now being described. One end of the link 64 is
pivotally secured to a bracket 65, carried by
the front side of the rear leg 17, and the opposite
end to a downturned ear 66 of a bracket 67
secured to the underside of the side bar {1,

The actuating lever or bell crank 41, in this
form of the invention, is secured to the upper
edge of the bracket 65 by means of a pin similar
to pin 82 of the preferred form of the invention.
The actuator link 53 is also’ adapted to be con-
nected to this pin, as it is in the form of the in-~
vention shown by Figs. 1 to 6 inclusive, and the
control of the front legs remains the same.

The locking means employed in this modified
form of the invention are identical with the
locking means employed in the preferred form
and need not be described in detail.

It will be seen that the action of the bell crank,
in this form of the invention, is similar to tha#

‘described hereinbefore, and transmlts the move~

ment.of the back member 18 as tha member is
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moved aboub its pivot 48 to the bracket 65, im-
parting corresponding movement to the rear leg.
Movement of the rear leg, in this form of the in-
vention, is somewhat different than that ob-
tained by the invention shown in Figs. 1 to 6,
as no initial downward movement is given to the
leg as the back member is moved from its ex-
tended position toward the folded position.

When it is desired to foid the chair of either
form. of the invention for the purpose of storage
or transportation, the keeper bar 55 may be
grasped intermediate the ends thercof (see Fig.
5) and by a backward pull thereon retract the
same, simultaneously ~disengaging the ends
thereof from the depressions of the detents 8§8.
The chair may then be easily folded by grasp-
ing the back member {8 and moving it to its
folded position overlying the seat member (0.
Phis forward movement of the back member 18
is transmitted by the links 43 to the bell crank
levers 41 and by the latter to. the rear legs and
by means of the links 53 and braces 30 to the
front legs, and the legs are then caused to be
moved about their respective pivots to their fold-
ed position underlying the seat member. Due
to the positive action of -the actuating mech-
anism the operation of the chair is made €X-
tremely easy and very little effort is required to
either fold or extend the chair.

As the seat member has a greater width across
the front edge than the rear, the rear legs, when
the chair is'in the folded position; nest hetween
the front legs and it will be seen, as shown by
Pig. 4, that the. internested legs and back mem-
ber are in substantial parallelism with the seat
member, so that the chair occupies but a mini-
mun of storage space.

Variations -and modifications may be made
within the scope of this invention and portions
of the improvements used without others.

I claim: :

1. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seal
member; front legs pivotally secured to the seat
member: rear legs; means including a pin-and-
slot conmection for securing said rear legs to said
seat member; means including means carried by
said seat member for transmitting movement of
the back member to said rear legs, the pin-and-
slot connection forming guide means for con-
trolling the movement of said rear legs; and link
means operatively interconnecting the means
carried by said seat member and said front legs.

2. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member: a back member pivoted to said seat
member; front legs pivotally secured to the seat
member; rear -legs; means for connecting the
rear legs to said seat member including a pin-
and-slot connection; means carried by said seat
member for transmitting movement of the back
member to said rear legs; and link means oper-
atively interconnecting = the said frst-named
means and said front legs.

3. In a-chair of the type described, a seat mem-
ber; a back member pivoted to said ‘seat mem-
ber; front legs pivotally secured to the seat mem-
ber; rear legs; means including-a displaceable
pivot for pivotally securing said rear legs to the
seat member; means including means fulcrumed
on said seat member for directly transmitting
movement of the back member to said rear legs;
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and means operatively interconnecting the means -

fulerumed on said seat member and sald front
legs. :
4. In a chair of the type described, a seat

75
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member; a. back member pivoted fo sald seab
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; a plurality of supporting legs for said
chair adapted to fold . in opposite directions
against the -underside of ~said seat member;
means for securing said legs to said seat mem-
ber for pivotal movement; rigidly interconnected
angularly related arms fulerumed at the inter-
section thereof on said seat member; and means
pivotally interconnecting said arms ‘and said
back member and legs, whereby to move the legs
to folded and extended positions as the back
member is folded and extended.

5.In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seab
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; front and rear legs secured to said seat
member and adapted to fold in opposite. direc-
tions against the underside of said seat member;
means for interconnecting the legs to said back
member so that movement of the latter to folded
and extended positions will impart a correspond-
ing movement to said legs, said means, including
link means, interconnected by the legs of a bell
crank fulcrumed at the apex thereof on said seat
member: and means for locking said bell cranks
against movement when the said chair is in the
extended position.

6. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted. to said seat -
member: front and rear legs pivobally secured
to the seat member; rigidly interconnected an-
gularly related lever means fulcrumed at the
apex thereof on said seat member; and link
means pivotally interconnecting said back mem-
ber and legs to the free ends of szid rigidly inter-
connected lever means whereby the movement of
the lever means when the back member is moved
to folded or extended position will impart cor-
responding movement to the legs.

7. In a chair of the type described, a seai
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member; front legs pivotally secured to the seat
member; rear legs; means for pivotally securing
said rear legs to said seat member; a pair of
rigidly interconnected levers fulcrumed at the
apex thereof on said seat member; link means
pivotally interconnecting the back member and
the free end of one of said levers; a pivotal con-
nection between the free end of the other of said
interconnected levers and rear legs; and elon-
gate link rheans pivotally interconnecting the
pivotal connection and the front legs.

8. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to feld against the top side
thereof: front and rear legs secured to said seat
member and adapted to fold in opposite direc-
tions against the underside of sald seat mem-
ber; means for interconnecting the legs to said
back member so that movement of the same to
folded and extended positions will impart a cor-
responding movement to said legs, said means
including link means interconnected by the legs
of a bell erank fulcrumed at the apex thereof on
said seat member; and means for locking said
bell. cranks against movement when the said
chair is in the extended position, said means in-
cluding hock means carried by said cranks
adapted to engage laich means carried by said
seat member, said latch means being releasable
whereby the chair may be moved to a folded
position.

9. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
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member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; front and rear legs secured to said seat
member and adapted to fold in opposite direc-
tions against the underside of said seat mem-
ber; means for interconnecting the. legs to said
back member so that movement of the same to
folded and extended positions will impart a cor-
responding movement to said legs, said means,
including link means, interconnected by the legs
of a bell crank fulcrumed at the apex thereof
on said seat member; and means rendered oper-
ative by movement of the back member to the
extended position for locking said cranks against
movement, said means including hook means
carried by said cranks adapted to engage resili-
ently biased detent means carried by the seat
member, said hook means being provided with
cam means adapted to engage the detent means
during movement of the back member to the ex-
tended position whereby the detent means are
rendered operative.

10. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; brackets secured to said seat member
adjacent the rear edge thereof; a back member
pivoted to said brackets; front legs pivoted to
said seat member; rear legs; means for securing
said rear legs to the seat member, said means
including mounting plates secured to said rear
legs provided with cam slots; means carried by
said brackets operating in said slots; means, in-
cluding means pivofally mounted on said seat
member, pivotally interconnecting said back
member and mounting plates; and an operative
connection between the last-named means and
said front legs.

11. A foldable chair comprising a seat mem-
ber, a back member pivoted to said seat mem-
ber; front legs having a pivot connection to the
seat member; means for holding the front legs in
the extended position, said means including
plate members pivotally secured to said seat

(%3
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30

member adjacent the front legs provided with -

downwardly extending slots terminating in later- .

ally offset portions; means carried by said front
legs operating in said slots and adapted to lock
the front legs in the extended position when the
same are in the offset portions of said slots;
rear legs; means for pivotally securing said rear
legs to the seat member; means, including a bell
crank lever, fulcrumed at the apex thereof on
said seat member, having one leg thereof con-
nected to a rear leg and link means intercon-
necting the back member and the other leg of
said lever for transmitting movement of the back
member to said rear legs; and link means piv-
otally connected with said plate members and
said lever for actuating said plate members to
withdraw the means carried by the front legs
from the offset portions of said slots and move
said plate members rearwardly as the back mem-
ber and rear legs are moved to a folded position
to thereby also move said front legs to a folded
position.

12. In a chair of the type described, a seat _

member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold.against the top side
thereof; front legs secured to said seat member
and adapted to fold against the underside of said
seat member; rear legs; means for securing said
rear legs to said seat member including a pin-
and-slot connection; means, including means
operated by said back member and cooperating
with said pin-and-slot connection, for moving
the rear legs initially downwardly and then

45

50

55

60

70

quickly forwardly to closed position underlying 75

5

the seat member upon movement of the back

rest member to closed position; and means in-

terconnecting said last-named means and the

front legs for folding said legs to their folded

position upon movement of the back member to -
the closed position. E

13. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; a pair of front legs secured on opposite
sides of said seat member adapted to fold against
the underside thereof; a pair of rear legs; a plate
rigidly secured to each rear leg having a slot
formed therein; a projection carried by said seat
member on opposite sides thereof operating in
the slot of each plate; motion transmitting
means pivotally mounted on said seat member
adjacent the projections having direct pivotal
connection with the plate carried by each rear
leg; means pivotally interconnecting said last-
named means and said back member whereby
the closing movement of said back member is
transmitted to said plates causing the projections
operating in the slot of each plate to force the
rear legs initially downwardly and then forward-
ly to closed position underlying the seat mem-
ber; and means operatively interconnecting said
motion transmitting means and the front legs.

14, In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; a pair of front legs secured on opposite
sides of said seat member adapted to fold against
the underside thereof; a pair of rear legs; a plate
rigidly secured to each rear leg having a dog
leg cam slot formed therein; a projection car-
ried by said seat member on opposite sides there-
of operating in the cam slot of each plate; motion
transmitting means pivotally mounted on said
seat . member adjacent said projection and hav-
ifg a’ direct pivotal connection with the plate
carried by each rear leg; means pivotally inter-
connecting said last-named means and said back
member whereby the closing movement of said
back member is transmitted to said plates caus-
ing the projections operating in the eam slot of
each plate to cam the rear legs initially down-
wardly and then forwardly to closed position
underlying the seat member; and means oper-
atively interconnecting said motion transmitting
means and the front legs.

15. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; front and rear legs secured to said seat
member and adapted to fold in opposite direc-
tions against the underside of said seat member;
means for interconnecting the legs to said back
member so that movement of the latter to folded
and extended positions will impart a correspond-
ing movement to said legs, said means, includ-
ing link means, interconnected by L-shaped
levers fulcrumed at the angle formed by the legs
thereof on said seat member; and means for

reventing accidental collapse of said chair in
the extended position including means for re-
straining movement of said levers.

16. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; front and rear legs secured to said seat
member and adapted to fold in opposite direc~
tions against the underside of said seat member:
means for interconnecting the legs to said back
member so that movement of the latter to folded
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and extended positions will impart a correspond-
ing movement to said legs, said means, including
link means, interconnected by L-shaped levers
fulerumed at the angle formed by the legs thereof
on said seat member; means for preventing ac-
cidental collapse of said chair in the extended
position including means for restraining move-
ment of said levers, said means including a hook
portion formed by an extension of one leg of said
levers; and means carried by the seat frame en-
gaged by said hook portions when the chair is in
the extended position.

17. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member; a back member pivoted to sald. seat
member and adapted to fold against the top
side thereof; a pair of front legs secured on op-
posite sides of said seat member and adapted to
fold against the underside thereof; a pair-of rear
legs secured on opposite sides of said seat mem-
ber at the rear thereof and adapted to fold in
the direction opposite to that of the front legs to
lie against the underside of the seat member; a
pair of L-shaped levers pivotally mounted at
the angle formed by the two legs thereoi on op-
posite sides of said seat member; a pair of reia-
tively short links pivotaily interconnecting the
back rest and one leg of each lever, the other leg
of each lever being pivotally connected to each
rear leg; and a substantially elongate link piv-

otally secured at one end to the pivotal connec- g

tion between the leg of each lever and each back
leg and projecting forward thereof, the opposite
end of each elongate link being pivotally con-
nected to means engaging each front leg, where-

[
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by movement of the back member toward the
folded position moves the relatively short links
upwardly thereby pivotally moving the L-shaped
levers, and transmitting movement of the back
rest member to the legs whereby the same are
caused to pivotally move in opposite directions
to underlie the seat member.

18. In a chair of the type described, a seat
member: a back member pivoted to said seat
member adapted to fold against the top side
thereof; a pair of front legs secured on opposite
sides of said seat member adapted to fold against
the underside thereof; a pair of rear legs; a plate
rigidly secured to each rear leg having a slot
formed therein; a projection carried by said seaf
member on opposite sides thereof operating in
the slot of each plate; a pair of L-shaped levers
pivotally mounted on opposite sides of the said
seat member -at the angle formed by the legs
of each lever, one leg of each lever having a
direct pivotal connection with the plate carried
by each rear leg; link means pivotally intercon-
necting the other leg of each lever and said back
member whereby the closing movement of said
back member is transmitted to said plates caus-
ing the projection operating in the slot of each
plate to force the rear legs initially downward
and then forwardly to forward position under-
lying the seat member; and link means pivotally
connected to the leg of each lever at the pivotal
connection hetween each leg of the lever and the
plate carried by each rear leg and interconnect-
ing each lever with each front leg.

JOHN KOVATS.



