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This invention relates to a prayer rail and par 
ticularly to a device of the character described 
which may be readily transported manually from 
place to place. 
One object of the present invention is to pro 

wide a structure of the character described, which 
is of Suitable size and proportions when in use, 
and Which may be readily folded into a compar 
atively Small Space of minimum dimensions for 
convenient handling and transporting or moving 
the device from One location to another. 
Another object of the invention is to prowide a 

Structure Wherein the elements comprising the 
structure are permanently connected together 
and Suitably arranged to permit of their being 
positioned in operative relationship to provide 
a safe and efficient structure, and to permit of 
their being folded to provide a package of rela 
tively Smaller Size for convenient handling. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a Structure Wherein the Warious elements are SO 
connected, and capable of being so manipulated 
that by a single manual operation or movement 
of one of the elements, the remaining elements 
Of the Structure may be moved relatively into fold 
ed relationship. 

A. further object of the invention is to provide 
a Structure Wherein certain of the elements, When 
folded with respect to each other, are So positioned 
as to prowide a locking arrangement for releas 
ably Securing the elements of the entire structure 
in folded position. 
A stillfurther object of the invention is to im 

prowe devices of the character described in Sundry 
details hereinafter referred to and particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
One embodiment of the invention is shown for 

ilustrative purposes in the accompanying draw 
ings, in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan View of my improved prayer rail 
embodying features of the present invention, and 
showing the warious parts of the structurein open 
or operative position; 

Fig. 2 is a plan wiew of the structure illustrated 
in Fig. 1 showing the parts in closed, folded or 
inoperative position; 

Fig. 3 is a transVerse Sectional elevational View 
of the structure illustrated in Fig. 1, and taken 
substantially as indicated by the line 3–3 there 
Of; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional elevational View of the 
prayer rail in folded position, and taken sub 
stantially as indicated by the line 4–4 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary front elevational View, 
partly in section, of One end portion of the prayer 

(Cl. 155-166) 
rail taken substantially as indicated by the line 
5–5 of Fig. 3; and 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary plan View of a portion 
of the structure illustrated in Fig. 3, and taken - 

Of. 
The illustrative embodiment of the present in 

Vention shown in the drawings, comprises a back 
portion indicated, as a whole, by the numeral 7 
and comprising upright supporting members 8 
adjacent its ends and shown, in the present in 
stance, as formed, preferably, of tubular stock 
of substantially rectangular cross-section, the 
members 8 being Connected together by a back 
plate 9 and having an arm rest i 1 extending 
across the upper edge portion of the back, and 
having rear supporting legs i 2 adjacent the low 
er portion thereof. 
The back 9 is also provided With upper and 

lower forward?y extending projections 13 and 
4, respectively, to which are connected by means 
of piwot pins 15 and i 6, the upper and lower 
portions, respectively, of a pair of side frames, 
each indicated, as a whole, by the numeral 7 
and haVing front leg members 18 Secured to the 
forward portion thereof. 

i Pivotally mounted also on the projections 14 of 
the back 7 is a knee rest indicated, as a whole, 
by the numeral f9 provided adjacent its opposite 
ends with rearwardly extending brackets 20 piw 
otally connected to the projections | 4 by means 
of horizontaly disposed piwot pins 2 i in a manner 
to permit the knee rest 9 to be swung upwardly 
and rearwardly toward the back 7, and mounted 
on the respective side frames 17, preferably ad 
jacent the forward portion thereof, are a pair of 
supporting members or lugs 22 adapted to en 
gage the brackets 20 for Supporting the Knee rest 
in operative position as illustrated in Figs. 1, 3 
and 5. 
The Side frames i 7 are each shown, in the pres 

ent instance, as provided On their reSpective up 
per end portions, preferably adja cent the piwot 
pins 15, with laterally extending arms 23 adapted 
to extend inwardly toward each other and to be. 
engaged by actuating members orfingers 24 form 
ing a portion of the knee rest when the knee rest 
is SWung in an upWardly direction toward the 
back 7, thereby swinging the side frames 7 to 
ward each other and into substantially parallel 
relation with respect to the back 7 as illustrated 
in Figs. 2 and 4. When the kinee rest i 9 is swung 
in the opposite direction, the fingers 24 adjacent 
the elds Of the Knee rest Will engage the Side 
frames i T in a manner to Swing themoutwardly i 

substantially as indicated by the line 6–6 there 
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2 
or away from each other until the limit of their 
outward movement is reached, Which may be de 
termined by a stop portion 25 (Fig. 6) formed on 
the projections 14 being engaged by a portion 26 
of the Side frames i 7, at Which time the Side 
frames Will be in a position to permit the brackets 
20 to engage the supports or lugs 22 On the Side 
frames 17 for supporting the knee rest i 9 in op 
erative position. 

It Will be moted by reference to Fig. 2 that when 
the knee rest 9 and fingers 24 mounted thereon 
are folded with respect to the back 7 in a manner 
to position the fingers 24 in alignment with and 
between the ends Of the arms 23, that the Side 
frames i 7 will be locked or removably secured 
against outward or unfolding movement until 
Such time as the knee rest i 9 and fingers 24 have 
been moved away from the back 7 in a direction 
to engage the arms || and move them outwardly 
as indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, thereby 
prowiding releasable securing means for retain 
ing the warious elements of the structure infolded 
position until the knee rest has been moved to 
unfold or move the elements to operative posi 
tion, as shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 5 of the dra Wings. 

It will be observed from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the present invention prowides a nowel 
construction and arrangement in a folding prayer 
rail whereby the knee rest 19 may be moved into 
substantially parallel relation with respect to the 
back, and in so moving the knee rest, the Side 
frames i 7 will be automatically swung into folded 
position in parallel relation to the back and 
Secured in such position by reason of the position 
of the knee rest 9 and fingers 24 with relation 
to the arms 23, and that merely by mOVing the 
khee rest a Way from the back toWard OperatiVe 
position, the side frames i 7 Will be swung out 
ward?y to the limit of their movement, deter 
mined by the stops 25 for Supporting the knee 
rest and the entire structure in operative posi 
tion. 

Obwiously, the present invention is not limited 
to the precise Construction and arrangement 
shown and described as the same may be Wari 
ously modified. Moreower, all the features of the 
invention need not be used conjointly as the same 
may be used to advantage in Variously. different 
Combinations and SubcombinationS. 
What I claim as new and deSire to Secure by 

Letters Patent is: 
1. In a folding prayer rail, the Combination Of 

a back, a pair of side frames piwotally mounted 
on said back, and a knee rest piwotally mounted 
On Said back and having portions engageable With 
portions Of the reSpective Side frames for Swing 
ing Said frames On their reSpective piwots, When 
the knee rest is Swung On its piwot towards Said. 
back. 

2. In a folding prayer rail, the Combination Of 
a back, an arm rest thereon, a pair of side frames 
piwotally mounted on said back adjacent the re 

i spective ends thereof, and a knee rest piwotally 
mounted on said back adjacent the lower portion 
thereof and having portions engageable respec 
tively, With a portion of each of the reSpective 
Side frames for Swinging Said frames On their 
respective piwots when said knee rest is swung 
about its piwot toward Said back. 

3. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, an arm rest thereon, a pair of side frames 
piwotally mounted on said back adjacent the 
respective ends thereof, a knee rest piwotally 
mounted on said back adjacent the lower portion 
thereof and having portions engageable with por 

2,117,430 
tions of the respective side frames for Swinging 
Said frames inwardly On their reSpective piwOtS 
When Said knee rest is swung about its piwot 
toward said back, means on said, side frames for 
Supporting the forward portion of Said knee rest 
in operative position, and cooperating stop por 
tions On the reSpective Side frames and back for 
limiting the Outward movement of Said frames. 

4. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, a pair of side frames piwotally mounted 
On Said back, an arm On each Of Said Side frames 
extending laterally therefrom, a knee rest piVot 
ally mounted On Said back, and fingers On Said 
knee rest engageable, respectively, With Said arms 
for automatically Swinging Said frames toward 
each other When Said knee rest is Swung about 
its piwot toward Said back. 

5. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, a pair of Side frames piwotally mounted 
on Said back adja cent the respective end portions 
thereof, an arm on each of Said side frames ex 
tending laterally therefrom, a knee rest piwotally 
mounted on said back, and fingers on Said knee 
rest engageable, reSpectively, With Said arms for 
automatically Swinging Said frames toward each 
other and into inoperative position when said 
knee rest is swung about its piwot toward Said 
back, Said fingers being also operatively related 
to Said Side frames for automatically Swinging 
Said frames away from each other to operative 
position when the knee rest is swung in the oppo 
site direction away from said back. 

6. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, a pair of side frames piwotally mounted 
On said back adjacent the respective ends there 
of, an arm on each of said, side frames adja 
cent the piwotal Connection thereof With Said 
back and extending laterally from said frame, a 
knee rest piwotally mounted on said back, fingers 
On said knee rest engageable, respectively, with 
Said arms for automatically Swinging Said frames 
toward each other When Said knee rest is swung 
about its piwot toward Said back, and lugs on 
said, side frames cooperable with said knee rest 
for Supporting the Knee rest thereon When in 
operative position. 

7. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, a pair of side frames piwotally mounted 
on Said back adjacent the respective ends there 
of and adapted to be folded into Substantially 
parallel relation With respect to the back, an 
arm on each of Said side frames adjacent the 
piVotal Connection thereof With Said back and 
extending laterally from said frame, a knee rest 
piVotally mounted On Said back and adapted to 
be folded into Substantially parallel relation With 
reSpect thereto, and fingers On Said knee rest 
engageable, reSpectively, With Said arms for auto 
matically Swinging said, side frames toward each 
other and into substantially parallel relation with 
respect to said back When said knee rest is swung 
about its piwot and into substantially parallel 
relation to said back. 

8. In a folding prayer rail, the combination of 
a back, a pair of side frames piwotally mounted 
on Said back, an arm on each of said, side frames 
extending laterally therefrom, a knee rest piw 
otally mounted On Said back, and fingers On Said 
knee rest engageable, respectively, With Said arms 
for automatically swinging said frames toward 
each other to folded position when Said knee rest 
is SWung about its piwot toward Said back, said 
fingers being movable to a position between Said 
arms for reSisting the unfolding movement Of 
Said Side frames abOut their reSpective piWOts and 
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a Way from each other until Said knee rest and 
fingers are moved away from said back and from 
betWeen Said armS. 

9. In a folding prayer rail, the Combination of 
a back, a pair of Side frames piwotally connected 
adjacent their upper and lower end portions to 
the reSpective end portions of Said back, an arm 
on each of Said Side frames adjacent their upper 
piwotal connections With the frame, a knee rest 
pivotally mounted on Said back and adapted to 
be Supported by Said Side frames, and actuating 
members adja cent the forward edge portion of 

i Said Knee rest and engageable, reSpectiVely, With 

15 
Said arms for Swinging the Side frames in an in 
Wardly direction toward each other and toward 
Said back When the knee rest is SWung about 

3 
its piwot toward said back, said actuating mem 
bers being movable to a position betWeen Said 
arms for reSisting the movement Of the Side 
frames in the opposite direction away from each 
Other Until Said knee rest and actuating mem 
bers are moved away from Said back. 

10. In a folding prayer rail, the combination 
of a back, a pair of Side frameSpivotally mounted 
on Said back, and a knee rest piwotally mounted 
on Said back and having a portion engageable 
with a portion of One of Said side frames for 
swinging said one of the frames on its piwot when 
the knee rest is SWung on its piwot toward said, 
back. 

WILLAM. F. ISKA. 15 


