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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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Application filed April 18, 1884. (No model.) 

To aid to hon, it nucly concer, 
Be it known that I, GOTTLIEB SCHMIDT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of Philadelphia, State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Automatic Fans, which 
improvement is fully set forth in the follow 
ing specification and accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a partial side elevation and par 
tial vertical section of a fly-fan embodying 
my invention. Fig. 2 is a top or plan view 
of a portion thereof, part of the same being in 
horizontal section. Fig. 3 is a side elevation 
of a detached part. Fig. 4 is a vertical sec 
tion in line acac, Fig. 3. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several figures. 
My invention consists of certain improve 

ments in automatic fans, as will be hereinafter 
fully set forth. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
box or casing, within which is mounted clock 
work, the power of the spring whereof is 
transmitted to a fan-shaft, B, the fan-blades 
attached to said shaft being of suitable con 
struction. - 
C represents a pinion, which is mounted on 

the frame of the clock and connected with a 
post, C, whereby said clock - work may be 
wound in an easy manner. 
D represents a brake, consisting of a piece, 

D', of sheet metal, curved at one end to en 
brace a drum, b, or one of the wheels of the 
clock-work, and then bent around a roller, 
E, which is journaled in the frame-work A", 
the other end, c, of the brake having con 
nected with it a screw, F, which engages with 
a stationary nut, G, attached to the frame 
work, and has a button or knob, H, for con 
venience of rotating the screw. It will be 
seen that when the screw F is rotated in one 
direction the end c of the brake is drawn out 
wardly, whereby as the piece moves around 
the roller Ethe curved end of said piece is 
tightened against the drum b, thus stopping 
the motion of the train of clock-work or gear 
ing, and consequently of the fan. By rotat 
ing the screw in the opposite direction the 
curved end of the brake is relieved and the 
drum b released, whereby the fan may rotate, 

it being evident that the speed of rotation of 
the fan may be adjusted by properly operat 
ing the screw. The box A may be set on a 
table, in which case the fan-shaft occupies an 
upright position. In order to permit the fan 
to be sustained overhead-such as On the 
head-board of a bedstead, back of a chair, 
&c.-the side of the box has secured to it an 
eye. J, which receives the bent end d of a rod 
or bar, K, the latter being passed through an 
eye, L, on a block, M, said eye L having a 
screw, N, whereby when the rod K is raised 
or lowered it may be securely held, and the fan 
thus retained in its vertically-adjusted posi 
tion. A screw-bolt, P, is passed through the 
block Manda head-board, chair-back, &c., and 
fitted to a clamping-bar, Q, the end of the bolt 
carrying a thumb nut, R, for tightening pur 
poses. The block M and bar Q are located 
on opposite sides of the head-board of a bed 
stead or back of a chair, so that the tightened 
nut R causes the block M to be firmly clamped 
to said head-board or back, thus reliably sus 
taining the fan. The block M. may be a fix 
ture of a bed or chair, in which case it may 
be secured by a screw, f. When the fan is to 
be disconnected, the screw N is loosened and 
the rod K withdrawn from the eye L. The 
screw-bolt P is then removed, and the block 
M is thus released, excepting when the screw 
f is employed. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In an automatic fan, clock-work in com 
bination with a brake, consisting of the piece 
or strap D", the roller or bearing. E, and the 
screw F, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

2. In an automatic fan, clock-work in com 
bination with the fan-shaft B, the box A, hav 
ing eye J, adjustable bar K, having a block, 
M, attached thereto, the block Q, and a screw 
or bolt, all of said parts being combined and 
arranged substantially as and for the purpose 
Set forth. ... ' 

GOTTLIEBSCHMIDT. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
JNO. K. PLITT. 
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