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FACILITATING EFFICIENT
IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT DATA

BACKGROUND

In a data analysis environment, an extensive amount of
data associated with numerous metrics can be captured. As
providing such a large amount of data to a user would be
overwhelming and time consuming, a portion of data is
typically identified and provided to a user. Determining what
data to provide to users, however, can be difficult and
inaccurate. Generally, individuals have interests in different
metrics that capture different perspectives of data, providing
even more difficulty and inaccuracy in surfacing data desired
by a user. As such, to provide particular data that is desired
by a user, feedback may be obtained and used to identify
such desired data.

In some conventional systems, explicit feedback can be
provided by a user, which can then be used to identify what
data to provide the user. Many implementations, however,
are not accommodating to obtaining explicit feedback. For
example, in some cases, it is desired to avoid requesting user
feedback so as to reduce user burden and simplify the user
experience. In other cases, various communication channels
and aspects are not amenable to explicit feedback. For
example, when data is provided to a user in an email, it is
difficult to request explicit feedback (e.g., a thumbs up
selection). Still further, even where explicit feedback may be
provided, individuals often do not provide such feedback,
resulting in a limited amount of data that can be used to
identify preferred or desired data.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

As such, embodiments described herein facilitate identi-
fication of relevant metrics for users. In particular, embodi-
ments herein enable identification of metrics that are rel-
evant to a particular user without the user needing to have
previously provided explicit feedback indicating desired
metrics or metrics deemed relevant to the user. To do so,
metrics are identified as relevant to a particular user based on
previous implicit feedback, such as implicit positive feed-
back, and/or usage data. In particular, distribution parameter
values can be determined for a metric using implicit positive
feedback and usage data associated with the metric. The
distribution parameter values can then be used to generate a
distribution, which may be sampled to identify relevance of
the metric to the user. As such, by employing embodiments
of the present innovation, the most relevant metrics can be
selected and presented to the appropriate individuals, for
example, by surfacing them at the top of alerting emails or
other communication channels.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The technology described herein is described in detail
below with reference to the attached drawing figures,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary system for
facilitating efficient identification of relevant metrics, suit-
able for use in implementing aspects of the technology
described herein;
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FIG. 2 is an example implementation for performing
efficient identification of relevant metrics, via a relevant data
manager, in accordance with aspects of the technology
described herein;

FIG. 3 provides an example distribution for multiple
metrics, in accordance with aspects of the technology
described herein;

FIG. 4 provides a first example method for facilitating
efficient identification of relevant metrics, in accordance
with aspects of the technology described herein;

FIG. 5 provides a second example method for facilitating
efficient identification of relevant metrics, in accordance
with aspects of the technology described herein; and

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an exemplary computing
environment suitable for use in implementing aspects of the
technology described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The technology described herein is described with speci-
ficity to meet statutory requirements. However, the descrip-
tion itself is not intended to limit the scope of this patent.
Rather, the inventor has contemplated that the claimed
subject matter might also be embodied in other ways, to
include different steps or combinations of steps similar to the
ones described in this document, in conjunction with other
present or future technologies. Moreover, although the terms
“step” and “block™ may be used herein to connote different
elements of methods employed, the terms should not be
interpreted as implying any particular order among or
between various steps herein disclosed unless and except
when the order of individual steps is explicitly described.
Overview

In a data analysis environment, data associated with
numerous metrics are generally captured. Given the exten-
sive amount of metrics for which data is captured, it would
be burdensome, time consuming, and overwhelming to
provide data associated with each metric to a user. For
example, users may disengage with the data after being
unable to locate desired information. As such, typically, a
portion of data is identified and provided to a user. For
example, in detecting anomalies in data, only a portion of
metrics associated with such anomalies may be presented to
a user.

Determining what data to provide to users, however, can
be difficult and inaccurate. Generally, individuals have inter-
ests in different metrics that capture different perspectives of
data, providing even more difficulty and inaccuracy in
surfacing data desired by a user. For example, management
may desire to view revenue or financial data, whereas an
analyst may desire to view data related to website operation,
functionality, and traffic.

As such, to provide particular data that is desired by a
user, feedback may be obtained and used to identify such
desired data. In some systems, explicit feedback can be
provided by a user, which can then be used to identify what
data to provide the user. Explicit feedback generally pro-
vides an explicit or clear indication that an item is interesting
or uninteresting, or approved or disapproved. For example,
in connection with text or an image, a user may select a
positive icon (e.g., thumbs up symbol) to provide a positive
explicit feedback or a negative icon (e.g., thumbs down
symbol) to provide a negative explicit feedback. Other
examples of explicit feedback may include a ranking or
comment indicating an intent of a positive or negative
association with an item (e.g., text and/or image).



US 11,907,232 B2

3

Many implementations, however, are not accommodating
to obtaining explicit feedback. For example, in some cases,
it is desired to avoid requesting user feedback so as to reduce
user burden and simplify the user experience. In other cases,
various communication channels and aspects are not ame-
nable to explicit feedback. For example, when data is
provided to a user in an email, it is difficult to request
explicit feedback (e.g., a thumbs up selection). Still further,
even where explicit feedback may be provided, individuals
often do not provide such feedback, resulting in a limited
amount of data that can be used to identify preferred or
desired data.

As such, embodiments described herein facilitate identi-
fication of relevant metrics for users. In particular, embodi-
ments herein enable identification of metrics that are rel-
evant to a particular user without the user needing to have
previously provided explicit feedback indicating desired
metrics or metrics deemed relevant to the user. To do so,
metrics are identified as relevant to a particular user based on
previous implicit feedback, such as implicit positive feed-
back, and/or usage data. Implicit positive feedback can be
obtained in association with a user based on the user
selecting or clicking on a metric from a list of metrics. For
example, assume an indication of various metrics is pro-
vided to a user via an email. A user selection on one of the
metric indications can provide implicit positive feedback of
interest in that metric. Usage data generally refers to usage
or access of a particular metric, or data associated therewith,
by a user. For instance, a user may access data associated
with a particular metric via an analytics website or applica-
tion. Such an access can contribute to learning user prefer-
ences.

Using embodiments described herein, user preferences
can be learned through the user’s interactions with various
communication channels, e.g., emails and websites. In
accordance with learning such preferences, metrics can be
identified as relevant to the user using corresponding rel-
evance scores. For example, even though many important
events (e.g., a drop in sales or issues with the website) can
happen within an organization, the executive team might be
primarily interested in a revenue metric, while a site reli-
ability engineer may be interested in a latency metric and
marketers may be interested in a clickthrough metric. As
such, by employing embodiments of the present innovation,
the most relevant items can be selected and presented to the
appropriate individuals, for example, by surfacing them at
the top of alerting emails or other communication channels.

In operation, upon identifying a set of candidate metrics
to analyze as potential relevant metrics, distribution param-
eters associated with each metric are identified or deter-
mined. In some cases, the distribution parameters, including
a positive and negative parameter, are identified via a data
store. In other cases, the distribution parameters, such as a
positive and negative parameter, are determined by perform-
ing a model update using feedback and usage data. In some
implementations, a positive parameter is determined using
both feedback data and usage data, and the negative param-
eter is determined using usage data.

The distribution parameters for each metric can then be
used to generate corresponding distributions. For example,
for a first metric, the corresponding distribution parameters
are used to generate a first distribution, and for a second
metric, the corresponding distribution parameters are used to
generate a second distribution. In embodiments, the gener-
ated distributions are Beta distributions.

For each metric, a sampling of the distribution can be
taken to generate a relevance score for the corresponding
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metric. The relevance scores are used to rank the various
candidate metrics and identify which of the metrics are more
relevant to the user. The selected or top metrics may then be
provided to a user or used to identify related data associated
with such relevant metrics. For example, assume a revenue
metric is identified as relevant to a user. In such a case, an
indication of the revenue metric may be provided to a user.
Additionally or alternatively, data, anomalies, etc. associ-
ated with the revenue metric may be identified and provided
to the user.

Advantageously, embodiments described herein have a
very low computational complexity such that distribution
parameter updating and relevance scoring can happen in
real-time. Moreover, as only a relatively small number of
parameters are used, storing and retrieving such data from a
database can be efficiently performed. As such, identifying
relevant metrics can be performed for a very large number
of user and metric combinations.

Further, the metrics identified as relevant are particular to,
or customized for, a user without requiring any explicit user
feedback. As such, the workflow is streamlined and user
friendly. Tailoring data in relation to relevant metrics, as
described herein, enables users to view data relevant to the
user in an efficient and accurate manner. Advantageously, in
addition to handling the challenge of effectively performing
without negative feedback, such technology also addresses
the problem of user preference drifting over time.

Although identifying related metrics is generate referred
to herein, as can be appreciated, embodiments may more
generally identify related data or data items. A metric can be
viewed as a type of a data item. As such, identifying relevant
data items can be performed in a similar manner as that
described herein in relation to identifying related metrics.
Overview of Exemplary Environments for Facilitating Effi-
cient Identification of Relevant Metrics

Referring initially to FIG. 1, a block diagram of an
exemplary network environment 100 suitable for use in
implementing embodiments described herein is shown. Gen-
erally, the system 100 illustrates an environment suitable for
facilitating efficient identification of relevant metrics.
Among other things, embodiments described herein effec-
tively and efficiently determine metrics relevant to a par-
ticular user to provide to the user. Generally, in accordance
with embodiments described herein, metrics relevant to a
user can be determined and provided to the user without the
user providing, or needing to provide, explicit feedback
indicating whether such a metrics is or is not interesting to
the user. As described herein, a metric, or metric type, may
correspond with a quantitative measure used to gauge per-
formance or progress within an organization. By way of
example only, and without limitation, metrics, or metric
types, may include, or relate to, throughput, click rates,
conversions, productivity, page views, revenue, visits, visi-
tors, purchases, etc. Such metrics may be used for perform-
ing analytics to make various decisions. Although embodi-
ments of the present disclosure generally discuss identifying
relevant metrics, as can be appreciated, embodiments may
more generally identify relevant data or data items. A data
item generally refers to a type, subject, or topic of data. A
metric may be one form of a data item. As such, by
identifying data items relevant to a user, embodiments
described herein determine types of data relevant to a user.

The network environment 100 includes user devices
110a-1107 (referred to generally as user device(s) 110), a
relevant data manager 112, a data store 114, and a data
analytics service 116. The user device(s) 110a-1107, the
relevant data manager 112, the data store 114, and the data
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analytics service 116 can communicate through a network
122, which may include any number of networks such as, for
example, a local area network (LAN), a wide area network
(WAN), the Internet, a cellular network, a peer-to-peer (P2P)
network, a mobile network, or a combination of networks.

The network environment 100 shown in FIG. 1 is an
example of one suitable network environment and is not
intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope of use or
functionality of embodiments disclosed throughout this
document. Neither should the exemplary network environ-
ment 100 be interpreted as having any dependency or
requirement related to any single component or combination
of components illustrated therein. For example, the user
device 110a-110z may be in communication with the rel-
evant data manager 112 via a mobile network or the Internet,
and the relevant data manager 112 may be in communication
with data store 114 via a local area network. Further,
although the environment 100 is illustrated with a network,
one or more of the components may directly communicate
with one another, for example, via HDMI (high-definition
multimedia interface), and DVI (digital visual interface).
Alternatively, one or more components may be integrated
with one another, for example, at least a portion of the
relevant data manager 112 and/or data store 114 may be
integrated with the user device 110 and/or data analytics
service 116. For instance, a portion of the relevant data
manager 112 may be integrated with a server (e.g., data
analytics service) in communication with a user device,
while another portion of the relevant data manager 112 may
be integrated with the user device (e.g., via application 120).

The user device 110 can be any kind of computing device
capable of facilitating efficient identification of relevant
metrics. For example, in an embodiment, the user device 110
can be a computing device such as computing device 600, as
described above with reference to FIG. 6. In embodiments,
the user device 110 can be a personal computer (PC), a
laptop computer, a workstation, a mobile computing device,
a PDA, a cell phone, or the like.

The user device can include one or more processors, and
one or more computer-readable media. The computer-read-
able media may include computer-readable instructions
executable by the one or more processors. The instructions
may be embodied by one or more applications, such as
application 120 shown in FIG. 1. The application(s) may
generally be any application capable of facilitating identi-
fication of relevant metrics. In some implementations, the
application(s) comprises a web application, which can run in
a web browser, and could be hosted at least partially
server-side (e.g., via data analytics service 116). In addition,
or instead, the application(s) can comprise a dedicated
application. In some cases, the application is integrated into
the operating system (e.g., as a service). As one specific
example application, application or service 120 may be a
data analysis tool that provides various analytics data and
data visualizations. Such an application may be accessed via
a mobile application, a web application, or the like. As
another example, an application may alternatively or addi-
tionally include an email service or other communication
service. As can be appreciated, and in accordance with
various embodiments described herein, the user device may
operate multiple applications (e.g., an email application or
website, a web analytics application or website, etc.).

User device 110 can be a client device on a client-side of
operating environment 100, while relevant data manager 112
and/or data analytics service 116 can be on a server-side of
operating environment 100. Relevant data manager 112
and/or data analytics service 116 may comprise server-side
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software designed to work in conjunction with client-side
software on user device 110 so as to implement any com-
bination of the features and functionalities discussed in the
present disclosure. An example of such client-side software
is application (or service) 120 on user device 110. This
division of operating environment 100 is provided to illus-
trate one example of a suitable environment, and it is noted
there is no requirement for each implementation that any
combination of user device 110, relevant data manager 112,
and/or data analytics service 116 to remain as separate
entities.

In an embodiment, the user device 110 is separate and
distinct from the relevant data manager 112, the data store
114, and the data analytics service 116 illustrated in FIG. 1.
In another embodiment, the user device 110 is integrated
with one or more illustrated components. For instance, the
user device 110 may incorporate functionality described in
relation to the relevant data manager 112. For clarity of
explanation, embodiments are described herein in which the
user device 110, the relevant data manager 112, the data
store 114, and the data analytics service 116 are separate,
while understanding that this may not be the case in various
configurations contemplated.

As described, a user device, such as user device 110, can
facilitate efficient identification of relevant metrics. Metrics
is broadly used herein and may refer to any type of metric.
For instance, a relevant metric may be a type of metric
associated with an organization. Metrics may relate to
various aspects of organizational performance, such as rev-
enue, financial data, conversions, clicks, or other marketing
metrics or productivity metrics.

A user device 110, as described herein, is generally
operated by an individual or entity interested in viewing
relevant data (e.g., related to a metric). In some cases, such
an individual may be an individual of an organization for
which data is captured. As can be appreciated, a user
interested in viewing relevant data related to an organization
need not be an employee, member, or owner of the organi-
zation. For example, in some cases, a user desiring to view
performance data may be an individual gathering data across
an industry.

In some cases, identification of relevant metrics may be
initiated at the user device 110. For example, in some cases,
a user may select an option or setting indicating a desire to
view relevant metrics, or data associated therewith. As can
be appreciated, in some cases, a user of the user device 110
that may initiate identification of relevant metrics is a user
that can view relevant metrics, and/or data associated there-
with.

Identification of relevant metrics may be initiated and/or
presented via an application (or service) 120 operating on
the user device 110. In this regard, the user device 110, via
an application and/or service 120, might allow a user to
initiate an identification of relevant metrics. The user device
110 can include any type of application and may be a
stand-alone application, a mobile application, a web appli-
cation, or the like. In some cases, the functionality described
herein may be integrated directly with an application or may
be an add-on, or plug-in, to an application. Examples of
applications that may be used to initiate and/or present
metric-related data include data analytics applications.

Such identification of relevant metrics may be initiated at
the user device 110 in any manner. For instance, upon
accessing a particular application (e.g., a data analytics
application), a user may be presented with, or navigate to,
options associated with metrics. In such a case, a user may
be presented with an option to view alerts (e.g., anomaly
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data alerts) associated with relevant metrics (i.e., metrics
identified as relevant to the user).

In other embodiments, identification of relevant metrics
may be initiated via another component (e.g., relevant data
manager 112). For example, and as described more fully
herein, relevant metrics may be identified automatically on
a periodic basis or based on an occurrence of an event (e.g.,
a particular number of anomalies detected in a data set).
Irrespective of how identification of relevant data items is
initiated, such identified relevant metrics, or data associated
therewith, can be provided to a user device, such as user
device 110 via application 120. For example, in some cases,
relevant metrics may be provided to a user device for
presentation to a user. Alternatively or additionally, data
associated with such relevant metrics may be presented. For
instance, assume a performance metric of revenue is iden-
tified as a metric relevant to a particular user. In such a case,
revenue values, revenue anomalies, graph indication rev-
enue, etc. associated with the revenue metric may be pro-
vided for presentation to the user.

The user device 110 can communicate with the relevant
data manager 112 to provide implicit feedback, provide
usage data, and/or obtain relevant metrics, or data associated
therewith. In embodiments, for example, a user may utilize
the user device 110 to view alerts (e.g., notifications related
to anomalies provided in an email). The user may select an
indication of a metric (e.g., via a link), which can provide
implicit feedback back to the relevant data manager 112. For
instance, in some embodiments, the network 122 might be
the Internet, and the user device 110 interacts with the
relevant data manager 112 (e.g., directly or via data analytics
service 116) to initiate providing implicit feedback. In other
embodiments, for example, the network 122 might be an
enterprise network associated with an organization. It should
be apparent to those having skill in the relevant arts that any
number of other implementation scenarios may be possible
as well.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, the relevant data
manager 112 can be implemented as server systems, pro-
gram modules, virtual machines, components of a server or
servers, networks, and the like. At a high level, the relevant
data manager 112 manages identification of relevant metrics.
In particular, the relevant data manager 112 can obtain
implicit feedback and usage data, such as implicit feedback
and/or usage data from user device(s) 110 and/or data
analytics service 116. Using such data, the relevant data
manager 112 can determine relevant metrics for a particular
user. Generally, the relevant data manager 112 can receive
implicit feedback and/or usage data from any number of
devices. As such, the relevant data manager 112 can identify
and/or collect data from various user devices, such as user
devices 110a-110%, and data analytics services, such as data
analytics service 116. In this regard, the relevant data
manager 112 can retrieve or receive data collected or iden-
tified at various components, or sensors associated there-
with.

In performing identification of a relevant metric(s) for a
particular user, distribution parameters can be identified for
each candidate metric or a set of candidate metrics. For
example, assume a set of 10 candidate metrics are to be used
for identifying a relevant metric(s) (e.g., 10 metrics are
associated with anomalies). In such a case, for each candi-
date metric, a set of distribution parameters are identified.
Distribution parameters can be accessed from a data store,
such as data store 114 and/or dynamically determined (e.g.,
via parameter update logic described herein). In embodi-
ments, distribution parameters may include a positive
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parameter (o) and a negative parameter ([3). The distribution
parameters are generally determined based on implicit feed-
back (e.g., implicit positive feedback) and/or usage data. As
described, in some cases, the relevant data manager 112 can
receive implicit feedback for determining relevant metrics
via the user device 110 (or other device). Implicit feedback
received from a device, such as user device 110, can include
selection of a link to view associated metric information.
The relevant data manager 112 can also receive usage data
for determining relevant data items, for example, via the
user device 110 or the data analytics service 116. In accor-
dance with obtaining such data, the relevant data manager
112 can access and utilize implicit feedback data and/or
usage data to determine a relevant metric(s) for a user.

Such implicit feedback data and/or usage data can be
initially collected at remote locations or systems and trans-
mitted to data store 114 for access by relevant data manager
112. In accordance with embodiments described herein,
implicit feedback data and/or usage data may occur at data
analytics service 116. In some cases, data analytics service
116, or portion thereof, may be services that analyze data
and provide various analytics related to such data. As such,
data analytics service 116, or components associated there-
with, can be used to collect various types of data, such as
usage data. For example, in some embodiments, usage data
may be obtained and collected at data analytics service 116
via one or more sensors, which may be on or associated with
one or more user devices and/or other computing devices. As
used herein, a sensor may include a function, routine,
component, or combination thereof for sensing, detecting, or
otherwise obtaining information, such as usage data, and
may be embodied as hardware, software, or both.

Although generally discussed as implicit feedback data
and/or usage data provided to the data store 114 and/or
relevant data manager 112 via user devices 110 and/or data
analytics service 116, such data may additionally or alter-
natively be obtained at and provided from another device or
server, for example, that collects data based on user inter-
actions with user devices. Implicit feedback data and/or
usage data can be obtained periodically or in an ongoing
manner (or at any time) and provided to the data store 114
and/or relevant data manager 112 to facilitate efficient iden-
tification of relevant metrics.

In accordance with embodiments described herein, and as
more fully described below with reference to FIG. 2, the
relevant data manager 112 may utilize the distribution
parameters (i.e., based on implicit feedback data and/or
usage data) to generate distributions. For example, the
relevant data manager 112 may access or identify a positive
and negative distribution parameter associated with a par-
ticular metric to generate a distribution for the metric. In
embodiments, the generated distributions may be in the form
of a Beta distribution. The generated distributions can then
be used to determine a relevance score for the corresponding
metric. For example, a sampling of a distribution can be
made to identify a relevance of a metric associated with the
distribution. The relevance scores of various metrics can
then be compared to one another to rank and/or select a
particular set of metrics, or data associated therewith, to
provide to a user.

In some cases, the metrics identified as relevant can be
provided to the user device 110 for display to the user. In
other cases, the relevant data manager 112 and/or data
analytics service 116 may use such data (e.g., identified
relevant metrics) to perform further data analysis and/or
provide data related to the relevant metric to the user device
110. In some embodiments, the data analytics service 116
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can reference the identified relevant metrics and use such
data to perform further data analysis and/or provide relevant
data to the user device 110. The data analytics service 116
may be any type of server or service that can analyze data
and/or provide information to user devices. One example
data analytics service 116 includes a data analytics service,
such as Adobe® Analytics, provided by Adobe®, that can
provide various data analytics for presentation to users.
Although data analytics service 116 is shown separate from
the relevant data manager 112, as can be appreciated, the
relevant data manager 112 can be integrated with the data
analytics service 116, or other service or service. The user
device 110 can present received data or information in any
number of ways, and is not intended to be limited herein. As
an example, information based on identified relevant metrics
can be presented via application 120 of the user device.

Advantageously, utilizing implementations described
herein enable identification of relevant metrics to be per-
formed in an efficient and accurate manner. As the embodi-
ments described herein have very low computation com-
plexity, the distribution parameter updating and relevance
scoring can be performed in real time. Moreover, only a
small number of distribution parameters are used and, as a
result, storing and retrieving such data from a database can
be efficiently performed. Accordingly, resources can accom-
modate determining relevant metrics and providing relevant
data for a large number of user and metric combinations.
Further, the identified relevant metrics can dynamically
adapt to align with information desired by the user. As such,
a user can view desired information and can assess the
information accordingly.

Turning now to FIG. 2, FIG. 2 illustrates an example
implementation for facilitating efficient identification of
relevant metrics via relevant data manager 212. The relevant
data manager 212 can communicate with the data store 214.
The data store 214 is configured to store various types of
information accessible by the relevant data manager 212 or
other server. In embodiments, user devices (such as user
devices 110 of FIG. 1), relevant data manager 212, and/or a
data analytics service (such as data analytics service 116 of
FIG. 1) can provide data to the data store 214 for storage,
which may be retrieved or referenced by any such compo-
nent. As such, the data store 214 may store implicit feedback
(e.g., implicit positive feedback), usage data, distribution
parameters, distributions, relevance scores, or the like.

In operation, the relevant data manager 212 is generally
configured to manage facilitating efficient identification of
relevant metrics. In embodiments, the relevant data manager
212 includes a data collector 218, a candidate metric iden-
tifier 220, a distribution parameter identifier 222, a distri-
bution generator 224, a relevant metric selector 226, and a
relevant data provider 228. Some embodiments of relevant
data manager 212 may also utilize parameter update logic
230, as described herein. According to embodiments
described herein, the relevant data manager 212 can include
any number of other components not illustrated. In some
embodiments, one or more of the illustrated components
218-230 can be integrated into a single component or can be
divided into a number of different components. Components
218-230 can be implemented on any number of machines
and can be integrated, as desired, with any number of other
functionalities or services.

The data collector 218 can receive or obtain input data
250 from various components for utilization in determining
relevant metrics. The data collector 218 can obtain implicit
positive feedback 252 and/or usage data 254. Such data can
be received from any number of devices or components. For
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example, implicit positive feedback 252 may be received
from various user devices, and usage data 254 may be
received from a data analytics service.

As described, implicit positive feedback 252 can be
obtained by the data collector 218. In this regard, the data
collector 218 may obtain implicit positive feedback 252
from user devices. Implicit positive feedback generally
refers to implicit feedback indicating a positive perspective
related to a metric that is not explicitly provided. For
example, as described, an explicit feedback may include a
thumbs up, or other specific indication, specifically desig-
nating a positive reflection of a particular metric. On the
other hand, an implicit feedback may be provided by a
selection of an item (e.g., metric indication) indicating an
interest in the item. In this way, a user may be initiating or
performing an action for one reason (e.g., to view data,
access data, etc.) and thereby provide an implied, or implicit,
indication of an interest in that metric.

As one example, a user device may be provided with an
email having a number of links associated with various
metrics. For instance, an email may be provided by relevant
data provider 228 including a list or indication of various
metrics identified as relevant for the user. The user may
select on one of the metric links to view data associated
therewith (e.g., a metric value, an anomaly indication, etc.).
By selecting on the metric link, the user provides positive
implicit feedback. Such positive implicit feedback can be
obtained directly or indirectly via the data collector 218. For
example, the positive implicit feedback may be communi-
cated directly from the user device to the relevant data
manager 212. In other cases, the positive implicit feedback
may be captured via another component, such as an analytics
service, and thereafter provided to the relevant data manager
212.

Although not illustrated, in some embodiments, a nega-
tive implicit feedback may also be obtained by the data
collector 218. Negative implicit feedback may be captured
in a number of ways. For example, assume a user selects a
link related to a fourth metric presented in a list. In such a
case, negative implicit feedback can be assumed or associ-
ated with the first three metrics presented in the list.

In addition to positive implicit feedback 252, the data
collector 218 may also collect usage data 254. Usage data
generally refers to access to, or viewing of, a data associated
with a particular metric. For example, assume a user logs
into an analytics website and, thereafter, accesses data
related to a revenue metric. In such a case, usage data related
to the revenue metric can be obtained. The usage data may
reflect a count or number of access times, a length of access
times, etc. Such usage data can be obtained directly or
indirectly via the data collector 218. For example, the usage
data may be communicated directly from the user device to
the relevant data manager 212. In other cases, the usage data
may be captured via another component, such as an analytics
service, and thereafter provided to the relevant data manager
212.

Any implicit positive feedback and/or usage data may be
stored, for instance, at data store 214. The data may be
obtained or collected on a periodic basis, as data is received
from remote devices, or upon an occurrence of an event
(e.g., initiating of identification of relevant data items). Such
data may be stored in the data store 214 until used to identify
relevant metrics. In other cases, the data may be accessed
from the data store 214 to identify relevant metrics.

The candidate metric identifier 220 is generally config-
ured to identify a set of candidate metrics. In this regard, the
candidate metric identifier 220 identifies candidate metrics
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for which a corresponding relevancy is to be determined for
a user. As described, a metric refers to any type of metric or
outcome desired to be measured or scored. Metrics may be
related to productivity, performance, monetary aspects, and/
or the like.

In some cases, each available metric may be analyzed for
relevancy to a user. In such cases, the candidate metric
identifier 220 may identify each metric as a candidate
metric. In other cases, the candidate metric identifier 220
may identify a set or portion of metrics as candidate metrics.
For example, rather than identifying relevance of each
metric, the candidate metric identifier 220 can identify a
portion of metrics for which relevance is determined.

Such candidate metrics can be identified in any of a
number of ways. In one embodiment, any metrics for which
an anomaly has been identified (e.g., within a certain time
period) may be identified as candidate metrics. For instance,
assume relevant data, such as an anomaly alert, is provided
to a user on a weekly basis. In such a case, metrics associated
with anomalies detected in the past week may be identified
and designated as candidate metrics. Various other imple-
mentations may be used to identify a set of candidate
metrics. For instance, a set of metrics may be randomly
identified as candidate metrics. As another example, a set of
metrics previously selected or specified by a user may be
identified as candidate metrics. As yet another example, a set
of metrics related to a user’s position within an organization
may be identified as candidate metrics (e.g., a first set of
metrics may be selected for a user in a marketing position,
and a second set of metrics may be selected for a user in a
management position).

The candidate metric identifier 220 may be triggered or
initiated to identify candidate metrics in any manner. For
example, as described herein, identification of candidate
metrics may be initiated based on an expiration or lapse of
a predetermined time period. For instance, in cases that an
electronic communication (e.g., email) is provided to a user
on a weekly basis, the candidate metric identifier 220 may
identify candidate metrics on a weekly basis. As another
example, identification of candidate metrics may be initiated
based on an occurrence of an event. For instance, in cases
that a particular number (e.g., 50) of metrics are identified as
being associated with anomalies, identification of candidate
metrics may be performed. As yet another example, a user
may explicitly or implicitly indicate a desire to review
relevant metrics, or data associated therewith.

Based on a candidate set of metrics, a set of distribution
parameters corresponding with the candidate metrics are
obtained by the distribution parameter identifier 222. In
embodiments, the distribution parameter identifier 222 can
obtain distribution parameters that correspond with each of
the candidate metrics. As described, such distribution
parameters may include a positive distribution parameter
and a negative distribution parameter. By way of example
only, assume a first candidate metric and a second candidate
metric are identified for determining relevancy to a user. In
such a case, a positive distribution parameter and a negative
distribution parameter are identified for the first candidate
metric, and a positive distribution parameter and a negative
distribution parameter are identified for the second candidate
metric. The positive distribution parameter generally refers
to o parameter, and the negative distribution generally refers
to the f§ parameter that are used to characterize a beta
distribution. Such parameters are used to shape the distri-
bution. Negative implicit feedback need not be obtained, but
a low usage count can serve as the implicit negative feed-
back.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

As used herein, a positive distribution parameter can
generally refer to a positive feedback (e.g., number of
positive feedbacks), and a negative distribution parameter
can generally refer to a negative feedback (e.g., number of
negative feedbacks). In cases in which there is no negative
feedback, the beta value may not change when there is no
decay in the parameters. As noted herein, the negative
distribution parameter may, but need not, include a number
of negative feedbacks (e.g., beta value remains a consistent
value) and usage count can serve additionally or alterna-
tively as the implicit negative feedback. In this regard, both
the positive distribution parameter and the negative distri-
bution parameter can additionally, or alternatively, consider
the usage data. Such usage data may be thought of as
synthetic feedback based on a number of usages indicative
of user preferences. Such usage data is generally translated
to positive for highly accessed metrics or negative for
seldom used metrics. In embodiments, alpha is updated with

As such, when

is relatively large, meaning me metric is used more fre-
quently (among the most accessed metrics) (e.g.

is 0.9,

1-%:0.1).

Accordingly, a nigner positive distribution parameter and
lower negative distribution parameter will result. On the
other hand, for a rarely accessed metric, (e.g.,

Cl
9]

is 0.02 and

1- % =098).

This leads to lower positive distribution parameter and
higher negative distribution parameter, so it will be less
likely selected next time.
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In some cases, such distribution parameters can be
accessed via data store 214. For example, distribution
parameters previously determined (e.g., via parameter
update logic 230) can be stored in data store 214 and
accessed by distribution parameter identifier 222 when
appropriate or desired. Such data can be stored in the data
store 214 (e.g., via an index or lookup system) for subse-
quent utilization by the relevant data manager 212.

As can be appreciated, the distribution parameter identi-
fier 222 can identify distribution parameters (e.g., via the
data store 214) associated with a particular user for the set
of candidate metrics. As described, the user generally refers
to the particular user for which identification of relevant
metrics is desired to be determined. As such, in some cases,
a user identifier and/or candidate metric identifiers may be
used to determine which distribution parameters to obtain
for performing identification of relevant metrics.

In addition to obtaining distribution parameters for a
particular user, the distribution parameter identifier 222 may
also obtain distribution parameters in accordance with can-
didate metrics (e.g., identified via candidate metric identifier
220). By way of example only, assume a candidate metric
identifier 220 identifies 10 metrics out of 300 that corre-
spond with anomalies in the past week. In such a case, the
distribution parameter identifier 222 can obtain distribution
parameters, such as a positive distribution parameter and a
negative distribution parameter, for each of the identified 10
metrics.

The distribution parameter identifier 222 can include a
parameter update logic 230 that is used to generate and/or
update distribution parameters. In some cases, the parameter
update logic 230 may operate in real time, that is, as
identification of relevant metrics occurs. For example, upon
identifying a set of candidate metrics, the parameter update
logic 230 may execute to identify corresponding distribution
parameters (or distribution parameters for all metrics). In
other cases, the parameter update logic 230 may operate to
identify distribution parameters for metrics and update such
metric parameters, for example, in a data store 214 for later
access by the distribution parameter identifier 222. For
example, the parameter update logic 230 may operate on a
periodic basis to identify or update metric parameters for
each metric.

The parameter update logic 230 may include rules, con-
ditions, associations, classification models, algorithms, or
the like to generate and/or update distribution parameters
associated with various metrics (e.g., all metrics or the set of
candidate metrics). Parameter update logic 230 may take
different forms depending on the mechanism used to deter-
mine distribution parameters. For example, parameter
update logic 230 may comprise a statistical model, fuzzy
logic, neural network, finite state machine, support vector
machine, logistic regression, clustering, or machine-learning
techniques, similar statistical classification processes, or
combinations of these to identify distribution parameters.

As described, the parameter update logic 230 can generate
a positive distribution parameter and/or a negative distribu-
tion parameter for a metric(s). The distribution parameters
generally represent parameters for a distribution, such as a
Beta distribution. The Beta distribution includes two param-
eters, o. and f. Generally, the Beta distribution facilitates
calculating a conditional distribution, conditioned on the
number of positive feedbacks (positive distribution param-
eter) and the number of negative feedbacks (negative dis-
tribution parameter) that have been observed.
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In operation, the parameter update logic 230 may set or
establish an initial value for each distribution parameter. In
some embodiments, the initial value for each distribution
parameter for each parameter may be one. In this regard, for
each metric i=0, 1, . . . K:

a~1, p~1

Thereafter, the positive and negative distribution param-
eters can be updated in accordance with observed data, such
as implicit positive feedback and usage data. To do so, the
parameter update logic 230 may use a feedback updating
process to update the positive parameter based on implicit
positive feedback. In one implementation, for each implicit
positive feedback received or obtained for a particular
metric, the positive parameter a can be increased or incre-
mented (e.g., by one). By way of example, assume the
positive parameter a for a particular metric is initially set to
“1.” Upon obtaining an implicit positive feedback (e.g.,
selection of a link related to a particular metric), the positive
parameter is increased to “2,” and upon obtaining another
implicit positive feedback, the positive parameter is
increased to “3,” and so on. Although this example incre-
ments the positive parameter by a value of “1,” that need not
be the case and another value may be used to increment the
positive metric.

In some implementations, the parameter update logic 230
may continue incrementing or increasing the positive param-
eter as implicit positive feedback is obtained or recognized.
In some cases, the negative parameter may maintain its
original value (e.g., “1”). In such cases, the parameter update
logic 230 may impose or define a maximum incremented
value such that the positive paraemter is confined such that
it does not grow or enlarge indefinitely.

The feedback updating process may be performed on a
periodic basis or upon an occurrence of an event. For
example, feedback updating to update the positive parameter
may be performed to increment the positive parameter on a
weekly basis. As another example, feedback updating may
be performed to increment the positive parameter as an
implicit positive feedback data is obtained or recognized.
For instance, upon identifying reception of an implicit
positive feedback, the value of the positive parameter may
be incremented by a value of “1.”

Although the feedback updating process is generally
described herein to reflect updates of implicit positive feed-
back, in some embodiments, the feedback updating process
may also be used in a similar manner to update the negative
parameter value. For example, as an implicit negative feed-
back is recognized (e.g., metrics not clicked considered to
receive implicit negative feedback), the negative parameter
value § may be increased (e.g., by “1”). This type of implicit
negative feedback may be referred to herein as direct
implicit negative feedback to differentiate from usage data
being used as indicating implicit negative feedback.

The parameter update logic 230 may additionally or
alternatively use a usage updating process to update the
positive parameter and/or negative parameter based on
usage counts. In this regard, the parameter update logic 230
takes into account usage data to determine positive param-
eters and/or negative parameters.

In one embodiment, the parameter update logic 230
determines a positive and a negative parameter for each
metric, for example, of the set of candidate metrics. The
positive parameter o for the i metric (¢,) and the negative
parameter {3 for the i” metric (,) can be represented as:
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Fori=0,1,... ,K:
o; =f(0!i, %)
Bi= f(ﬁ’;y, 1- %), wherein () = Orgi),((c;

The ¢, denotes a usage count or measure of the i” metric, and
Q2 denotes a maximum or greatest usage count for various
metrics during a time period (e.g., a week). Such a maximal
usage over all metrics is used to normalize the input for
updating. As such, the term c,/Q represents a usage count for
a particular metric relative to a highest usage count among
a set of metrics. Stated differently, ¢,/Q2 may represent a
synthetic feedback based on the number of usage. The most
accessed, or utilized, metric will be represented as a value of
one. Consequently, the distribution parameters o will
increase and f§ will decrease in accordance with the below
functions, thereby generally resulting in a higher relevancy
score. On the other hand, a low or zero usage metric will
have

value near zero, thereby leading to a lower relevancy score.
In some cases, £ may correspond with a greatest usage
count for all metrics or for all candidate metrics during a
time period.

As shown, the functions used to determine both the
positive parameter . and the negative parameter 3 are based
on usage count for the metric. As can be appreciated, an
updated o, metric parameter value is also based on a prior (or
current) ¢,. As such, and as provided in an example below,
the o, parameter value can also include the feedback updated
value (performed via the feedback updating process),
thereby accounting for implicit positive feedback.

In some embodiments, implicit negative feedback may be
obtained. In such a case, the feedback updated value can be
represented as 3,=f,+1 and o will not change for negative
feedback.

The function f( ) included above is generally a function
for combining historical distribution parameters with the
updated usage data. Such a function can be provided in
various forms. Two example functions are provided herein
as examples, but are not intended to limit the scope of such
functions. One example function is a linear combination
function f' and another example function is a geometric
combination function f*:

fla,u)y=x*a+u

Fa,u)=V a**u

k€ [0,1] denotes a decay factor between O and 1. The
lower the decay factor k, the faster a decays. As a result,
previous implicit feedback and usage has less influence in
the future. This hyper parameter k¥ may be designated, for
example, by a developer, user, administrator, or may be a
default setting. In one embodiment k=0.5. Modifying « to
other values, however, may not significantly modify the
convergence. Instead, modifying k may only affect the speed
of adjustment for user preference change. For example, the
adjustment process may be slower for a larger k.

In operation, a metric which has low or zero usage
associated therewith can result in a lower o parameter
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because of the decay factor k. Using the linear combination
function f* as an example, assume k=0,5. If a metric corre-
sponds with 0 usage, the Beta distribution parameter . will
be reduced by half. As such, the corresponding Beta distri-
bution will shift to the left. Consequently, the metric is more
likely to result in a lower relevance score. For metrics with
high usages, the distribution parameter o will become higher
and likely to result in higher relevance scores. Therefore,
indirect negative feedbacks is obtained for metrics with very
low usages. Generally, if a user never accesses a particular
metric, the metric is unlikely to be relevant to the user. This
way, embodiments described herein can also account for
user preference drifting. To this end, if a user stops accessing
a metric that the user previously accessed or used, the a
parameter of that metric will decrease and therefore be less
likely to be recommended.

In some implementations, the particular function (e.g.,
linear combination function or geometric combination func-
tion) utilized may be selected by a developer, user, or the
like. In other implementations, the particular function may
be automatically determined, for example, based on a met-
ric, based on the data, etc. The geometric combination
function may produce results that are less impacted by
short-term spikes in the amount of usage.

As can be appreciated, with the usage updating process,
both parameters o and [ are bounded irrespective of a
number of updates (from usage data) have been performed.
For illustration purposes, assume

Cl
9]

always equals to 1, meaning the metric always has the
largest usage count for all iterations. In such a case, ., which
is initially set to be 1, at the T iteration would be repre-
sented as:

((T*+1)*k+1) . .. )*k+l

This converges to

—

—
1
=

For k=0.5, it is converging to 2. f§ converges to 0 based on
the updating rule. The expected relevancy score would be

[e2

a+p

=1

2

2+0
As a particular example, the expected relevancy score would
be 0.94 after only three updates. As such, this metric will

quickly become relevant to the user.
On the other hand, assume

always equal to 0, meaning the metric is never used. Then
parameter c, initially set to be 1, at the T? iteration would
be represented as:

(((I*k+0)*Kk+0) . . . )*k+0
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This converges to 0, while  converges to

—

—
1
=

As such, the expected relevancy score would be 0, and the
metric is very unlikely to be relevant to the user.

In implementation, the bounded distribution parameters
can provide some advantages. For example, updating by
usage has a much lower weight than updating by user
feedbacks (e.g., implicit positive feedback). In this regard, in
the feedback updating process, one implicit positive feed-
back would increase o by 1. Even if many iterations of usage
updating have reduced the o value to be near 0 (because the
metric has rarely been accessed), two user feedbacks will
bring o to 2, the same level as f3, thereby impactfully
changing its relevancy score.

Further, a+f is bounded by

—

for k=0.5, a+p=2. As described, the variance of the Beta
distribution depends on (ct+f3). When the sum is small, the
variance is larger. As such, the relevance score is not as
reflective to usage updating. Even for a metric which has a
low expected relevancy score, the metric has some chance of
getting a high score when sampling the value from the Beta
distribution (due to a large variance). As a result, the metric
may be selected as relevant to the user with the possibility
to be selected or clicked on if the user is interested, thus
increasing its expected relevance score significantly as dis-
cussed above.

The usage updating process may be performed on a
periodic basis or upon an occurrence of an event. For
example, the usage updating may be performed to increment
the positive and/or negative parameter on a weekly basis. As
another example, the usage updating may be performed to
update the positive and/or negative parameters as usage data
is obtained or recognized. For instance, upon identifying
reception of usage data, the value of the positive parameter
and/or negative parameter may be adjusted accordingly.

Upon determining distribution parameter values for each
metric, the parameter values can be stored in the data store
214, for example in association with the corresponding
metric. Advantageously, storing such parameter values
enables the service to be stateless and fault tolerant.

In one example implementation of the parameter update
logic, assume the feedback updating process is performed as
implicit positive feedback is obtained and the usage updat-
ing process is performed on a periodic basis (e.g., on a
weekly basis as identification of relevant metrics is being
performed). Further assume that the positive parameter and
negative parameter are both initially established as having a
parameter value of one.

Initially, for the feedback updating process, as implicit
positive feedback is obtained or recognized, the o count for
the corresponding metric is increased by a value of 1.
Assume that on a first day, the metric, or data associated
therewith, was selected or clicked on by a user, providing an
implicit positive feedback increasing the o parameter value
to 2. Further assume that on a second day, the metric, or data
associated therewith, was again selected by a user, providing
an implicit positive feedback increasing the o parameter
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value to 3. As discussed, the increased o parameter values
can be stored in connection with the metric in a data store,
such as data store 214. Although not part of the example, as
briefly described above, in embodiments that include
implicit negative feedback, [ parameter value could be
updated at this time as well by incrementing values based on
implicit negative feedback obtained.

Now assume a time duration has lapsed, such as a week,
and the usage updating process is performed to update the
positive and negative distribution parameters. In this
example, assume the linear combination function is being
employed to update the distribution parameters. Further,
assume that the maximal usage over all metrics is 10, the
usage count for the particular metric being analyzed is 4, and
the decay factor is 0.5. In such a case, the a parameter value
can be determined using the linear combination function:

fl(a U =Ko + g
, i*tq

Using the example data results in

(0.5*3)+(%]

equaling a o parameter value of 1.9. Such a value can be
stored in a data store. Assume now that, at a later date,
another implicit positive feedback is received. In such a
case, the 1.9 a parameter value is increased to 2.9 via the
feedback updating process. Thereafter, when performing
another usage updating process, the 2.9 is accessed and used
as the a, parameter for updating based on usage.

Continuing with this example, the  parameter value can
be determined using the linear combination function:

fl(aau)=/<*ﬁ‘-+(1_§_;)

Using the example data results in

(0.5*1)+(1—%]

equaling a f§ parameter value of 1.1. Such a value can be
stored in a data store. During a next usage updating process
(e.g., the next week), the 1.1 parameter value is accessed and
used as the f§, parameter for updating based on usage. Such
aprocess can be implemented and performed for each metric
to obtain corresponding parameters.

The distribution generator 224 is generally configured to
generate a distribution for each metric using the correspond-
ing parameter values. In this regard, for each metric, the
distribution generator 224 can use the determined parameter
values, such as the positive and negative parameter values,
to generate a corresponding distribution. In embodiments,
the distribution generator 224 generates a Beta distribution.
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Generally, the Beta distribution may be parametrized in
terms of its mean p (0<u<1) and sample size v=a+f(v>0).
Using this parametrization, the variance can be expressed in
terms of the mean p and the sample size v as follows:

ul-p

valX) ==

As such, the more samples, the less the variance. The
expected value (mean) of a Beta distribution random vari-
able X with parameters o and [} is a function of only the ratio
p/a of these parameters:

1
u=E[X]= fo xf (x; @, B)dx
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FIG. 3 provides one example of different Beta distribu-
tions with a fixed negative parameter . Each distribution
corresponds with a different metric and corresponding dis-
tribution parameters. For example, distribution 302 corre-
sponds with a particular having distribution parameter o 304
equal to 8 and distribution parameter [} 306 equal to 2. The
higher the o parameter for a metric, the distribution is more
shifted toward the right. As a result, it is more likely that the
relevance score (draw from the distribution) is higher and, as
such, that metric is more likely to be identified as relevant
to a user. Although FIG. 3 represents a distribution provided
via a graph, as can be appreciated, a distribution can be
represented in any form, including an array of values, a
graph, etc.

The relevant metric selector 226 is generally configured to
generate relevance scores for metrics. A relevance score
refers to a score or value that indicates an extent or measure
of relevance of a metric to a particular user. In embodiments,
relevant metric selector 226 can generate a relevance score
for a metric by performing a sampling of the distribution
associated with the corresponding metric. For example, a
random sampling of a Beta distribution that models the
metric relevancy distribution may be performed according to
the relevancy distribution of that metric and designated as
the relevance score for that metric. The probability density
function (PDF) of the Beta distribution, for 0=Cx <1, and
shape parameters a, >0, is:

flx, o, B)= Kol -

Bla, p)

With brief reference to FIG. 3, to determine a relevance
score for a metric corresponding with distribution 302, a
sampling of distribution 302 may occur to obtain a relevance
value. In this example, the relevance score is more likely to
be around a value of 0.9, but can have a range that corre-
sponds with the distribution 302.

Generally, enlarging o and f reduce the variance, mean-
ing the sampled relevance score is more likely closer to the
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mean. On the other hand, reducing o and f§ increases the
variance, thus the relevance score will be more random.
When both o and f§ are close to 1, the relevance score will
be almost uniformly distributed. As a result, the associated
metric can have a relevance score anywhere from 0 to 1,
with almost equal probability. If all metrics have the corre-
sponding parameter value « close to 1, any metric has the
same chance of being recommended to the user.

In accordance with identifying relevance scores for each
metric of a set of candidate metrics, the relevant metric
selector 226 can rank and/or select the metrics for relevancy
to a user. For example, the set of metrics may be ranked
based on the relevance scores. Thereafter, a predetermined
number of metrics may be selected as relevant to the user. As
another example, metrics associated with relevance scores
exceeding a threshold value may be selected as relevant to
the user.

The relevant data provider 228 is generally configured to
provide or output relevant data 256. In some cases, the
relevant data is the relevant metric. As such, the selected
relevant metric, or indication thereof, may be provided to the
user. For example, a list of relevant metrics, or indications
thereof, may be provided to a user via a communication
channel (e.g., email, website, etc.). In other cases, the
relevant data provider 228 may access data associated with
a metric identified as relevant and provide such data to the
user. For example, upon identifying a revenue metric as
relevant to a user, anomalies or other data associated with
that revenue metric may be provided to the user.

In some cases, the relevant data provider 228 may provide
relevant data to a user device for presentation to a user. In
such cases, the user may view the relevant data. Additionally
or alternatively, the relevant data provider 228 may provide
relevant data, for example, to the data store 214 and/or data
analytics service (e.g., data analytics service 116 of FIG. 1).
For example, a metric identified as relevant to a user can be
provided to a data analytics service.

The data analytics service may obtain any relevant data,
such as an indication of a relevant metric. Generally, as
described herein, the data analytics service can use such data
to perform further data analysis (e.g., perform analysis
related to a metric identified as relevant to the user) and/or
provide relevant data to a user device. The data analytics
service may be any type of server or service that can analyze
data and/or provide information to user devices.

In some embodiments, the data analytics service can use
relevant metrics output via the relevant data manager 212 to
generate a visualization to present to the user. For instance,
relevant data may be presented in a graphical form or in a
chart form to illustrate metric values over time. For example,
data values associated with a relevant metric may be charted
over time to provide indications of historical data, anoma-
lies, or the like.

In yet another implementation, relevant data (e.g., rel-
evant metrics) may be used to generate insights related to a
relevant metric. For example, based on an identified relevant
metric for a user, suggestions or recommendations can be
identified and presented to a user. The insights or sugges-
tions may be based on any number of factors. For example,
insights may be based on anomalies associated with a
relevant metric.

Data analytics service may use relevant data in any
number of ways. Further, data analytics service may provide
various data visualizations for presentation to users. The
particular utilization and/or visualizations implemented via
a data analytics service may be configured in any number of
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ways. In some cases, such use of related data may be
customized or specific to a consumer of the information
(e.g., a user).
Exemplary Implementations for Efficiently Identifying Rel-
evant Metrics

As described, various implementations can be used in
accordance with embodiments described herein. FIGS. 4-5
provide methods of facilitating efficient identification of
relevant metrics, in accordance with embodiments described
herein. The methods 400 and 500 can be performed by a
computer device, such as device 600 described below. The
flow diagrams represented in FIGS. 4-5 are intended to be
exemplary in nature and not limiting.

Turning initially to method 400 of FIG. 4, method 400 is
directed to facilitating efficient identification of relevant
metrics, in accordance with embodiments of the present
technology. Initially, at block 402, a set of candidate metrics
for which to determine relevance to a user is identified. In
some embodiments, the set of candidate metrics can be
identified based on each candidate metric being associated
with an anomaly in corresponding data. At block 404, a set
of distribution parameters are determined for each candidate
metric. As an example, a first distribution parameter may be
determined based on implicit positive feedback associated
with the metric and usage data, and a second distribution
parameter may be determined based on the usage data. At
block 406, a distribution is generated for each candidate
metric using the corresponding set of distribution param-
eters. In embodiments, the distribution is a Beta distribution
using two parameter values that define or shape the distri-
bution. Thereafter, at block 408, each distribution is sampled
or used to identify a relevance score for each candidate
metric indicating an extent of relevance of the corresponding
metric to the user. Based on the relevance scores for each
candidate metric, at block 410, a candidate metric of the set
of candidate metrics is designated as relevant to the user.
Based on the candidate metric designated as relevant, an
indication of the candidate metric, or data associated there-
with, can be provided to the user device for display via a
graphical user interface.

Turning now to FIG. 5, method 500 is directed to facili-
tating efficient identification of relevant metrics, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present technology. Initially,
at block 502, a metric is identified. Such a metric may be
identified based on being associated with an anomaly. At
block 504, a first distribution parameter in association with
the metric is determined based on implicit positive feedback
obtained in relation to the metric and usage data associated
with the metric. The implicit positive feedback can be
obtained in accordance with the user selecting or clicking on
data associated with the metric. Usage data can be obtained
in accordance with the user selecting or clicking on data
associated with the metric. In some embodiments, the first
distribution parameter may be determined by incrementing
a previous parameter value in accordance with a number of
implicit positive feedback obtained and, thereafter, updated
based on the usage data associated with the metric. At block
506, a second distribution parameter in association with the
metric is determined based on the usage data associated with
the metric. At block 508, a distribution is generated for the
metric using the set of distribution parameters for the metric.
As can be appreciated, the distribution is generated without
any explicit feedback from the user in relation to the metric.
Thereafter, at block 510, a sampling of the distribution is
performed to identify a relevance score of the metric indi-
cating an extent of relevance of the metric to a user. In
embodiments, a relevance score can indicate the metric is
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relevant to the user based on the relevance score being a set
of highest relevance scores among a set of relevance scores
or based on the relevance score exceeding a threshold
relevance value. Based on the relevance score indicating the
metric is relevant to the user, at block 512, an indication of
the metric, or data associated therewith, is provided for
presentation to the user.

Overview of Exemplary Operating Environment

Having briefly described an overview of aspects of the
technology described herein, an exemplary operating envi-
ronment in which aspects of the technology described herein
may be implemented is described below in order to provide
a general context for various aspects of the technology
described herein.

Referring to the drawings in general, and initially to FIG.
6 in particular, an exemplary operating environment for
implementing aspects of the technology described herein is
shown and designated generally as computing device 600.
Computing device 600 is just one example of a suitable
computing environment and is not intended to suggest any
limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of the
technology described herein. Neither should the computing
device 600 be interpreted as having any dependency or
requirement relating to any one or combination of compo-
nents illustrated.

The technology described herein may be described in the
general context of computer code or machine-usable instruc-
tions, including computer-executable instructions such as
program components, being executed by a computer or other
machine, such as a personal data assistant or other handheld
device. Generally, program components, including routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, and the like,
refer to code that performs particular tasks or implements
particular abstract data types. Aspects of the technology
described herein may be practiced in a variety of system
configurations, including handheld devices, consumer elec-
tronics, general-purpose computers, and specialty comput-
ing devices. Aspects of the technology described herein may
also be practiced in distributed computing environments
where tasks are performed by remote-processing devices
that are linked through a communications network.

With continued reference to FIG. 6, computing device 600
includes a bus 610 that directly or indirectly couples the
following devices: memory 612, one or more processors
614, one or more presentation components 616, input/output
(I/0) ports 618, /O components 620, an illustrative power
supply 622, and a radio(s) 624. Bus 610 represents what may
be one or more busses (such as an address bus, data bus, or
combination thereof). Although the various blocks of FIG. 6
are shown with lines for the sake of clarity, in reality,
delineating various components is not so clear, and meta-
phorically, the lines would more accurately be grey and
fuzzy. For example, one may consider a presentation com-
ponent such as a display device to be an /O component.
Also, processors have memory. The inventors hereof recog-
nize that such is the nature of the art, and reiterate that the
diagram of FIG. 6 is merely illustrative of an exemplary
computing device that can be used in connection with one or
more aspects of the technology described herein. Distinction
is not made between such categories as “workstation,”
“server,” “laptop,” and “handheld device,” as all are con-
templated within the scope of FIG. 6 and refer to “computer”
or “computing device.”

Computing device 600 typically includes a variety of
computer-readable media. Computer-readable media can be
any available media that can be accessed by computing
device 600 and includes both volatile and nonvolatile,
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removable and non-removable media. By way of example,
and not limitation, computer-readable media may comprise
computer storage media and communication media. Com-
puter storage media includes both volatile and nonvolatile,
removable and non-removable media implemented in any
method or technology for storage of information such as
computer-readable instructions, data structures, program
sub-modules, or other data.

Computer storage media includes RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-
ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical disk
storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk
storage, or other magnetic storage devices. Computer stor-
age media does not comprise a propagated data signal.

Communication media typically embodies computer-
readable instructions, data structures, program sub-modules,
or other data in a modulated data signal such as a carrier
wave or other transport mechanism and includes any infor-
mation delivery media. The term “modulated data signal”
means a signal that has one or more of its characteristics set
or changed in such a manner as to encode information in the
signal. By way of example, and not limitation, communi-
cation media includes wired media such as a wired network
or direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as
acoustic, RF, infrared, and other wireless media. Combina-
tions of any of the above should also be included within the
scope of computer-readable media.

Memory 612 includes computer storage media in the form
of volatile and/or nonvolatile memory. The memory 612
may be removable, non-removable, or a combination
thereof. Exemplary memory includes solid-state memory,
hard drives, and optical-disc drives. Computing device 600
includes one or more processors 614 that read data from
various entities such as bus 610, memory 612, or I/O
components 620. Presentation component(s) 616 present
data indications to a user or other device. Exemplary pre-
sentation components 616 include a display device, speaker,
printing component, and vibrating component. [/O port(s)
618 allow computing device 600 to be logically coupled to
other devices including I/O components 620, some of which
may be built in.

Tlustrative I/O components include a microphone, joy-
stick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, printer, display
device, wireless device, a controller (such as a keyboard, and
a mouse), a natural user interface (NUI) (such as touch
interaction, pen (or stylus) gesture, and gaze detection), and
the like. In aspects, a pen digitizer (not shown) and accom-
panying input instrument (also not shown but which may
include, by way of example only, a pen or a stylus) are
provided in order to digitally capture freehand user input.
The connection between the pen digitizer and processor(s)
614 may be direct or via a coupling utilizing a serial port,
parallel port, and/or other interface and/or system bus
known in the art. Furthermore, the digitizer input component
may be a component separated from an output component
such as a display device, or in some aspects, the usable input
area of a digitizer may be coextensive with the display area
of a display device, integrated with the display device, or
may exist as a separate device overlaying or otherwise
appended to a display device. Any and all such variations,
and any combination thereof, are contemplated to be within
the scope of aspects of the technology described herein.

A NUI processes air gestures, voice, or other physiologi-
cal inputs generated by a user. Appropriate NUI inputs may
be interpreted as ink strokes for presentation in association
with the computing device 600. These requests may be
transmitted to the appropriate network element for further

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

24

processing. A NUI implements any combination of speech
recognition, touch and stylus recognition, facial recognition,
biometric recognition, gesture recognition both on screen
and adjacent to the screen, air gestures, head and eye
tracking, and touch recognition associated with displays on
the computing device 600. The computing device 600 may
be equipped with depth cameras, such as stereoscopic cam-
era systems, infrared camera systems, RGB camera systems,
and combinations of these, for gesture detection and recog-
nition. Additionally, the computing device 600 may be
equipped with accelerometers or gyroscopes that enable
detection of motion. The output of the accelerometers or
gyroscopes may be provided to the display of the computing
device 600 to render immersive augmented reality or virtual
reality.
A computing device may include radio(s) 624. The radio
624 transmits and receives radio communications. The com-
puting device may be a wireless terminal adapted to receive
communications and media over various wireless networks.
Computing device 600 may communicate via wireless pro-
tocols, such as code division multiple access (“CDMA”),
global system for mobiles (“GSM”), or time division mul-
tiple access (“TDMA”), as well as others, to communicate
with other devices. The radio communications may be a
short-range connection, a long-range connection, or a com-
bination of both a short-range and a long-range wireless
telecommunications connection. When we refer to “short”
and “long” types of connections, we do not mean to refer to
the spatial relation between two devices. Instead, we are
generally referring to short range and long range as different
categories, or types, of connections (i.e., a primary connec-
tion and a secondary connection). A short-range connection
may include a Wi-Fi® connection to a device (e.g., mobile
hotspot) that provides access to a wireless communications
network, such as a WLAN connection using the 802.11
protocol. A Bluetooth connection to another computing
device is a second example of a short-range connection. A
long-range connection may include a connection using one
or more of CDMA, GPRS, GSM, TDMA, and 802.16
protocols.
The technology described herein has been described in
relation to particular aspects, which are intended in all
respects to be illustrative rather than restrictive.
What is claimed is:
1. One or more computer storage media having computer-
executable instructions embodied thereon that, when
executed by one or more processors, cause the one or more
processors to perform a method, the method comprising:
determining a set of distribution parameters for a metric
corresponding with a quantitative measure used to
perform analytics, wherein a first distribution param-
eter is determined based on implicit positive feedback
obtained in relation to the metric and usage data
associated with the metric and a second distribution
parameter is determined based on the usage data asso-
ciated with the metric, wherein the second distribution
parameter is further determined using direct implicit
negative feedback obtained in accordance with the user
not selecting or clicking on data associated with the
metric, wherein the metric is selected from a set of
metrics measuring various performance data associated
with an organization and is selected based on an
occurrence of an anomaly associated with the metric;

generating a distribution for the metric using the set of
distribution parameters for the metric;

sampling the distribution to identify a relevance score of

the metric indicating an extent of relevance of the
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metric to a user, wherein the relevance score indicates
the metric is relevant to the user based on the relevance
score being in a set of highest relevance scores among
a set of relevance scores or based on the relevance score
exceeding a threshold relevance value; and

based on the relevance score indicating the metric is
relevant to the user, providing an indication of the
metric, or data associated therewith, for presentation to
the user.

2. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the distri- 10

bution is generated without any explicit feedback from the
user.

3. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the implicit
positive feedback is obtained in accordance with the user
selecting or clicking on data associated with the metric.

4. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the usage
data is obtained in accordance with the user accessing or
using data associated with the metric.

5. The computing system of claim 1, wherein determining
the set of distribution parameters for the metric is performed
via a feedback updating process to update the first distribu-
tion parameter based on the implicit positive feedback and
a usage updating process to update the first distribution
parameter and the second distribution parameter based on
the usage data.

6. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the set of
relevance scores includes a plurality of relevance scores that
correspond with other metrics.

7. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the usage
data is provided via a remote analytics system that captures
usage data from user interactions with a website or an
application.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the direct implicit
negative feedback is obtained based on low usage count.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the direct implicit
negative feedback is obtained based on usage data and a
number of negative feedbacks.

10. A computer-implemented method comprising:

identifying a set of candidate metrics for which to deter-

mine relevance to a user;
determining a set of distribution parameters for each
candidate metric, each set of distribution parameters
including a first distribution parameter based on
implicit positive feedback associated with the metric,
wherein determining the set of distribution parameters
for each candidate metric includes determining the first
distribution parameter based further on usage data
associated with the metric and determining a second
distribution parameter using the usage data associated
with the metric and direct implicit negative feedback
obtained in accordance with the user not selecting or
clicking on data associated with a candidate metric
from the set of candidate metrics and, wherein the
candidate metric is selected from the set of candidate
metrics measuring various performance data associated
with an organization and is selected based on an
occurrence of an anomaly associated with the metric;

generating a distribution for each candidate metric using
the corresponding set of distribution parameters;
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sampling each distribution to identify a relevance score
for each candidate metric indicating an extent of rel-
evance of the corresponding metric to the user, wherein
the relevance score indicates the metric is relevant to
the user based on the relevance score being in a set of
highest relevance scores among a set of relevance
scores or based on the relevance score exceeding a
threshold relevance value; and

based on the relevance scores for each candidate metric,

designating at least one candidate metric of the set of
candidate metrics as relevant to the user.
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the set of distribu-
tion parameters is determined without any explicit feedback
provide by the user.
12. The method of claim 10 further comprising providing
an indication of the at least one candidate metric, or data
associated therewith, to a user device for display.
13. A computing system comprising:
a processor; and
computer storage memory having computer-executable
instructions stored thereon which, when executed by
the processor, configure the computing system to:

means for determining a set of distribution parameters for
a metric, wherein a first distribution parameter is deter-
mined based on implicit positive feedback obtained in
relation to the metric and usage data associated with the
metric and a second distribution parameter is deter-
mined based on the usage data associated with the
metric, wherein the second distribution parameter is
determined using the usage data associated with the
metric and direct implicit negative feedback obtained in
accordance with the user not selecting or clicking on
data associated with a metric from a set of metrics and
wherein the metric is selected from the set of metrics
measuring various performance data associated with an
organization and is selected based on an occurrence of
an anomaly associated with the metric;
means for generating a distribution for the metric using
the set of distribution parameters for the metric; and

means for identifying a relevance score of the metric
using the distribution, the relevance score indicating an
extent of relevance of the metric to a user, wherein the
relevance score indicates the metric is relevant to the
user based on the relevance score being in a set of
highest relevance scores among a set of reference
scores or based on the relevance score exceeding a
threshold relevance value.

14. The media of claim 13, wherein the relevance score is
identified based on a random sampling of the distribution.

15. The media of claim 13 further comprising means for
providing an indication of the metric as relevant to the user.

16. The media of claim 13, wherein the implicit positive
feedback is obtained in accordance with the user selecting or
clicking on data associated with the metric, and the usage
data is obtained in accordance with the user accessing or
using data associated with the metric.

#* #* #* #* #*



