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(57) Abstract: A surface illumination device (15) comprises a light source (17) and a light guide plate (16). The underside surtace of
the light guide plate (16) is provided with a display region, or in other words, a display unit (19) of some shape or design. The dis -
play unit (19) is configured in a manner such that multiple prism-shaped deflection patterns are arranged inside some shape or
design. Both side surfaces (16b) of the light guide plate (16) are provided with a light control means, or in other words, a notch (22)
for reducing the amount of light heading toward the display unit (19) by redirecting light that was totally reflected by the side sur -
faces (16b) and heading toward the display unit (19) in a manner such that instead, the light heads toward and passes through to the
outside.
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