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To all whom it may concern?

Be it known that I, Jomy WILLIAM
SrrOBEL, 8 citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Charleston, in the county of
Charleston and State of South Carolina,
have invented certain new and useful Imi-

" provements in Mail-Boxes, of which the
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following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in mail boxes and more par-
ticularly to mail boxes for rural delivery
routes, the object of the invention being
to provide an improved mail box of the
above character which will possess advan-
tages in points of efficiency and durability,
is inexpensive to manufacture and at the
same time is simple in construction and op-
wration,

ith the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel features
of construction and the combination and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter more fully
described, pointed out in the claims, and
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

* Tigure 1 is a front elevation of a mail box
constructed *u accordance with my inven-

“tion. Fig. & is a horizontal sectional view

on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a sec-
tional view on the line 3—3 of Iig. 2. Fig.
4 is a sectional view on the line 4—4 ‘of
Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view
of ihe supporting bracket and Fig. 6 is a
detail perspective view of the catch member
secured to the inner sides of the doors of
the mail box. o
Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 indicates the body of the mail box
which may be of any well known construe-
tion but In the present instance is of rec-
tangular shape and mounted upon the
bracket 2 which is secured to the support-
ing post 3 by means of the rings 4 which
are secured to the bracket 2 and arranged
upon the post 3. The body 1 is divided into
two compartments 5 and 6 respectively, each
provided with an outer opening 7 adapted
to be closed by the doors 8 which are hinged
to one side of the opening by means of the
hinges 9. _
Arranged within each of the compart-
ments 5 and 6 and disposed adjacent the
door opening are tie U shaped brackets 10
which are provided at their intermediate
portions with the openings 1%, the ends of

said brackets being rigidly secured to the
front side wall of the compartments. Haw-
ing one end mounted in the openings 11 and
the other end extending outwardly through

the opening in the front wall of the com--

partments are the shafts 13 upon which are

‘mounted the gears 14.arranged between

the front wall of the compartments and the
intermediate - portion of * the brackets.
Mounted for sliding movement within each
of the compartments ave the racks 15 which
are arranged adjacent the.dpor openings
and are held securely in position by means
of the guides 16. Mounted upon the upper
ends of the racks are the staves 17 upon the
upper ends of which are mounted the sig-
nals 18, said. signals being rormally dis-
posed within the compartments and adapt-
od for vertical adjustment up through the
slots 19 in the top of the body 1. The
racks 15 are raised and lowered by means
of the crank handles 20 mounted apon the
outer ends of the shafts 13.

Secured to the lower end of the racks 15
are the outwardly extending stops 21 which
engage the pivoted catch member 22 when
the racks arve raised, the catch member
swinging upwardly to allow the stops to
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pass the same. When the stops have passed -85

upwardly beyond the catch members 22 the
catch members 22 then swing back to their
normal or horizontal position where they
are held by means of the cross pins 23,
the crank handles are then released allow-
ing the stops to rest upon the catch mem-
bers 22. The catch members 22 are piv-
otally mounted upon the brackets 24 which
ave rigidly secured to the inner side of the
doors 8§ so that when the doors are in ¢
closed position and the racks 15 are raised
the same will be held in their raised posi-
tion until the door has been opened, as soon
as the door is opened the stops are released
allowing the racks to drop to their normal
position. ,
Fach of the compartments is provided
apon its front wall with an elongated slot
95 through which the mail is passed into the
interior of the body. These slots are nor-
mally closed against entrance of rain, snow
or sleet by means of the hinged cleats 26.
The compartments 5 and 6 are further pro-
vided with window openings 27 which are

closéd by means of a pane of glass or ether 1

transparent material. By having the win-
dow openings 27 arranged within the front
! g 2

20

100

105



15

20

25

40

155

= 1,08

side of the compartments, any mail which
may be in either one of the com pfutmen“
can be readily séen from the outside.

In my improved mail box the compart-
ments 5 and 6 are used for outgoing and in-
coming mail respe“twely, thu~, when the
rural carrier deposits mail in the compart-
ment 6, the owner of the mail box will be
notified by means of the signal used in con-
nection with this compartment, the ¥ignal
being raised by rotation of the crank han-
dies 20 It will be seen from the accom-
panying drawings that the signal used in
coniection with the compartment 6 is inthe
form of a red flag, which will, when in a
raised position signify to the owner of the
box that the mail carrier has deposited mail
in ihe bex. The owner of the box in remov-
ing mail from the compartment 6 opens the
doot 8 and releases the stop 21 whiech will
allow the signal 18 to drop back to its nor-
mal position within the compqrtmenf

The compartment 5 is used for outgoing
mail which the owner deposits within the
compartment for removal by the rural car-
rier.. After the owner has plf\ced mail in
the compartment 5, the crank handle 20 is
rotated raising the elon al 18, which is shown

in the drawings in ihe form of a green flag:

preferably constructed of metai, to. smmfv
to the rural carrier that the owner oi the

box has placed mail in the compartment 5
When the carrier opens

for his removal.
the door 8 to remove the mail from the com-
partment 5, the stop 21 is released allowing

the sigual 18 to drop down to its normal

position mt’mn the compartment. Tt will

“be seen that when the flags are raised the’

stops 21 are engaged wuh tno catch mem-
bers 22 so that when the racks 15 have been

raised far enougl the stops 21 may be
dropped.down and allowed to rest upon the
catch members 22. .

From the above-description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying d'm\mo\ it
will be I(,&Culy apparent that I have pro-
vided & simple wd durable rural mail box
whereby either the owner or the carvier wili
be notified when there is any mLul within the
box.

While T have shown and described the
preferred form of my invention it will be
obvious that various changes in the detai
of construction and in the proportions umy
be reb()rted to for successfully carvying my

invention into practice without sacrificing

any of the novel features or departing from -

the scope thereof. -

What I claim is:— :

1. A mail box having a door formed
therein, a door adapted to close said open-
ing, said box being provided with an elon-
gated opening in ‘the top thereof, a verti-
ally dlS‘oosnd racle bar wrranged in said
box, and admpted for sliding movement, a
signal secured to the npper end of said rack
bar and normally dispesed within said box,
means _for recmrot,atmo‘ saic rack bar to
raise the signal to an operu*ne position, &
pivoted vack member carvied by the door
and normally disposed in a horizontal posi-

‘tion, an outwardly extending stop carried

by the lower end of the rack and fm(mh,cl to

“engage (he catch member to hold the signal

in an operative position, and said ﬁfop peing
released when the door is epened to allow
the signal to drop fo its normal position.

2. A mail box having a door opening

“formed therein, a door adapted to close said

opening, said box being provided . with an
elongated opening in the top thereof, a U
1‘1],ed bracket avranged within the box and
h(wmv its ends sccured to the front wall
tmreof a shaft having one of -its ends
mounted in the intermediate povtion of the
b*acket‘ and its other end extending out-
ardly through the front wall of the b()x‘
\ﬂzh(“nly disposed rack bar arranged with
in the box and adapted for'shdmw move-
ment, a signal secured to the upper end of
said rack, ind nor mally disposed within said
box, a gear wheel mounted upon the shaft
and adapted to engage the rack, a crank
handie mounted upon the euter end of =aid
shatt to rotate said gear and raise the signal
to"its operative 1)0\1*1011, a pivoted spring
satch member secured to the inner face of
the door and normally disnowd in a hori-

- zontal position, a stop sccured to the lower

end of the ruck and adapted to engnge said
watel member to hold the signal in an opera-
tive position, and said stop being released
when the door is opened to allow The sw‘nal
to drop to its nori: al position.

In testimony where cof T hereunto affix my-
_signature in the presence of two witnesses.

JOUN W}LLTAH STROBEIL.
Witnesses:
A. L. Duoxrs,
R.-J. Rmgewary.
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