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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Josie PFI A. NoNES, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Man 
hattan, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented a new and improved 
Box Construction, of which the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to glass show cases, 

display boxes and similar constructions in 
which glass plates are fastened to metallic 
members such as posts, frames and the like. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved box construction ar 
ranged to permit of securely fastening the 
parts constituting the article together with 
out requiring drilling of holes in the glass 
plates, posts or other parts, at the same time 
dispensing with mechanical fastening means 
Such as clamps, screws and the like. 
In order to accomplish the desired result, 

use is made of a uniting member, comprising 
a metallic strip and a piece of fabric ma 
terial, the metallic strip having a portion 
over which the piece of fabric material is 
stretched exteriorly, and the said metallic 
strip having at its sides integral clamping 
members between which the sides of the 
piece of fabric are clamped. . . . 
A practical embodiment of the invention 

is represented in the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification in 
which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is an enlarged sectional side ele 
vation of box construction provided with 
the improvement; ' ". . 

Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view of the same 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the uniting 
member prior to being bent into frame shape; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional perspective view of a 
portion of the frame shaped uniting mem 
ber; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the uniting 
member used for connecting adjacent glass 
plates at a corner; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional perspective view of a 
uniting strip provided with additional fas 
tening means for the felt. 
The box construction illustrated in Fig. 1 

consists of glass side plates 10, a glass top 
plate 11 and a uniting member 12 for unit 

35ing the glass side plates 10 with the glass 
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top plate 11. The uniting member 12 com 
prises a strip of sheet metal 13 made U 
shape in cross section and terminating at its 
side members in integral return bent clamp 
ing members 14. A piece of fabric, such as 
felt or the like, is stretched exteriorly over 
the metallic strip i3 and its sides are 
clamped against the side of the strip 13 by 
the integral clamping members 14 so as to 
Securely hold: the piece of fabric stretched 
in position on the metallic strip 13, at the 
same time having a portion of this piece of 
textile fabric exposed, and fastened by glue, 
cement or other similar binding substance 
16 to the under surface of the top glass 
plate 11. By reference to Fig. 1, it will be 
noticed that the upper portion of the glass 
'side plate 10 fits into the metallic strip 13 
thus providing a firm connection between 
the side plates 10 and the top plate 11. In 
practice, the uniting member is made in one 
continuous strip and bent into rectangular 
form to provide a single uniting member for 
the four side plates 10 of an ordinary box 
construction, and to which the top member 
11 is fastened by the adhesive substance 16 
applied to the exposed portion of the fabric 
material 15. The vertical glass plates 10 
are connected with each other at adjacent 
sides by the use of uniting or joining mem 
bers 20 each consisting of a metallic strip 21. 
and a piece of fabric material 22 such as felt; 
or the like, and the metallic strip 21 is angle 
shape in cross section and is provided with 
inward return bent members 23 terminating 
in outwardly return bent flanges 24, and the 
piece of fabric material 22 is stretched ex 
teriorly over the metallic strip 21 and its 
sides are clamped between the correspond 
ing members 23 and 24 so as to securely hold 
the piece of fabric material 22 in stretched 
position and exteriorly on the metallic strip 
21. Adhesive material 25 is applied to the 
exposed portion of the piece of fabric ma 
terial 22 and this adhesive material engages 
the inner faces of the side glass plates 10 
to securely fasten the same together at their 
adjacent sides. 
Although the side edges of the strip of 

fabric material are clamped securely in 
place by the clamping members of the me 
tallic strip of the uniting members 12 or 
the uniting member 20, additional fasten 
ing means may be employed; for instance, 
the clamping members may be provided 
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with struck-up lugs or bosses 30 penetrat 
ing the side edges of the fabric material, 
as shown in Fig. 6. 

It is understood that I do not limit my 
self to the particular form of the uniting 
members 12 and 20 shown in the drawings 
and described above, as the same may be 
varied according to the use of the uniting 
members in any particular box construc 
tion, it being understood that the shape is 
governed according to the angular posi 
tions and shapes of the glass plates or other 
parts to be united. 

It is further understood that in the man 
ufacture of the uniting members they are 
made in long straight pieces which are cut 
up to the lengths required at the corners or 
joints or bent into frame shape to suit the 
requirements of the box construction in 
hand at the time. In forming a frame 
shape uniting member a straight piece of 
the desired length has V-shaped portions 
of one side cut out (see Fig. 3) and then 
this piece is bent at the cut-out portions to 
form a rectangular uniting frame member 
12 (see Figs. 1 and 4). The terminals of 
the strip forming the frame member 12 are 
Soldered or otherwise fastened together. 
By the use of the felt on the uniting 

members 12 and 20 a cushioning effect is 
had between adjacent glass plates. It will 
also be noticed that the glass plates need 
not be provided with holes for engagement 
by Screws, clamps and other fastening de 
vices now used for fastening the members 
of a box construction together. 
Having thus described my invention, 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent:- 

1. As an article of manufacture, a uniting 
member for use in box constructions, corn 
prising a piece of fabric material and a me 
tallic strip, the latter having a portion over 
which the piece of fabric material 
stretched exteriorly, and the said metallic 
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strip having at its sides integral clamping 
members between which the sides of the 
piece of fabric are clamped. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a uniting 
member for use in box constructions, com 
prising a piece of fabric material and a me 
tallic strip on which the said fabric is held 
exteriorly in stretched condition to provide 
an exposed fabric attaching means for fas 
tening a box member thereto by the use of 
a binding Substance, the said metallic strip 
having on both sides doubled up clamping 
members to receive the sides of the said 
fabric piece between them, to clamp the 
fabric sides in place, and to hold the piece 
of fabric in stretched exposed position on 
the metallic strip. 

3. In a box construction, the combination 
with glass plates and uniting members for 
fastening the glass plates in position, each 
of the said uniting members comprising a 
piece of a fabric material and a metallic 
strip on which the said fabric is held 
stretched, and a portion exposed, the me 
tallic strip having integral clamping mem 
bers at the sides in which the fabric sides. 
are clamped, and an adhesive substance 
uniting the said exposed portion of the fab 
ric material with a face of a glass plate. 

4. In a box construction, the combination 
with glass plates and uniting members for 
fastening the glass plates in position, each 
of the said uniting members comprising a 
piece of a fabric material and a metallic 
strip on which the said fabric is stretched 
and a portion exposed, the metallic strip 
having integral clamping members at the 
sides in which the fabric sides are clamped, 
and an adhesive substance uniting the said 
exposed portion of the fabric material with. 
a face of a glass plate, the said strip hav 
ing integral angular portions forming a 
groove for the reception of the edge of a 
glass plate. . . . . . . . 

- JOSEPH A. NONES. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D.C.' - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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