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To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known ‘that T, Epwarp J. Koprrr,
a citizen of the United States, and residing
at Woodside, in the county of Queens and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Shoe-
Trees, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, such as will enable those skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. ’

The object of this invention is to pro--

vide a shoe-tree which is simple in construc-
tion, and operation, and which -may be more
easily and conveniently inserted into a shoe
and operated; than other devices of this
class as usually constructed, and with these
and other objects in view the invention con-
sists in a device of the class specified con-
gtructed as hereinafter described and
claimed. )

The invention is fully disclosed in the
following specification of which the accom-
panying drawing forms a part, in which the
separate parts of my invention are desig-
nated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which:—

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic side view of
a shoe and showing my improved shoe-tree,
part of the construction being in section :—
Fig. 2 a plan view of the shoe-tree with a
part shown in section, and Fig. 8 a section
on the line 3—38 of Fig. 1.

In the practice of my invention I provide
a heel block 1, said block being provided
with a stralght front face 2 and the back
and side surfaces thereof being adapted to
fit the back and side portions of the heel
part of the shoe, and the block 1 is prefer-
ably provided in the side and back walls
thereof with grooves 3, and is also pref-
erably provided on the bottom thereof with
knobs 4, this construction being designed to
permit of the circulation of air around and
beneath said block when the shoe-tree is in
use. The block 1 is also provided centrally
of the front face thereof with a recess 5
in which is pivoted a bar 6 composed of two
parallel side members 7 separated by blocks
8 at the front and rear ends thereof so as
to provide a narrow space 9 between the
parallel side members 7.

Connected with the front end of the bar
6 and midway thereof are yoke-shaped hang-
ers 10 and 11 in the bottom portion of which
is a sliding bar 12 similar in form to the

side members 7 of the bar 6, and the bar 12

is provided in the top thereof with ratchet
teeth 13, and I also provide a toe block 14
adapted to fit in the toe portion of the shoe
and provided in its rear face with a recess
15 in which the front end of the bar 12 is
pivoted, as shown at 16, and said toe block
1s also preferably provided with longitudi-
nal grooves 17 to permit of the free circula-
tion of air in the toe of the shoe when the
tree isin use. .

Pivoted between the rear end portions of

the side members 7 of the bar 6 is a hand

lever 18 provided with a handle 19, and
the lever 18 is provided, in the construction
shown, with forwardly directed jaws 20 be-
tween which is pivoted a pawl 21 which
operates between the side members 7 of the
bar 6 and in the space 9 and in connection
with the ratchet teeth 13 in the bar 12.

Pivoted to the lever 18 above the pawl 21

is a catch dog 22 the bottom edge of which
is provided with teeth 28, and secured to
the front of the heel block 1 is a ratchet
plate 24 in connection with which the dog
22 operates.

The rear end of the bar 12 is provided
with a transverse stop pin 25 which bears

on the bar 6, and in the operation of this

device, it is inserted into the shoe with the
bar 12 in its rearmost position. The dog 22
is then raised by means of a handle 26, or
in any other way, and the lever 18 is swung
forwardly and backwardly. In this ma-
nipulation of the lever 18 the pawl 21 oper-
ates In connection with the teeth 18 of the
bar 12 to force the toe piece 14 into the
toe portion of the shoe, and the dog 22 will
operate to hold said toe piece in proper posi-
tion in the shoe. In this operation the shoe
may be thoroughly stretched and maintained
in proper form any desired length of time
by leaving the tree therein, and when it is
desired to remove the tree from the shoe, the
dog 22 is raised and the lever 18 moved
backwardly and the pawl 21 raised and the
tree may then be removed from the shoe,
as will be readily understood.

The toe piece 14 may be of any desired
length and it will be understood that my
improved shoe tree may be made of any
preferred dimensions, and changes in and
modifications of the construction herein de-
seribed may be. made, within the scope-of
the appended eclaims, without departing
from the spirit of my invention or sacrifie-
ing its advantages.
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Having fully described my invention
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:—

1. A shoe-tree comprising a heel block
and a toe block, a bar pivoted in the front
face of the heel block and composed of sepa-
rate parallel side members, a bar pivoted in
the toe block and slidably connected with
the bottom of the first named bar and pro-
vided in its top edge with ratchet teeth, a
lever pivoted in the rear end portion of the
bar that is pivoted in the heel block, a pawl

. connected with said lever and operating in

15

connection with said ratchet teeth and
adapted to force the toe block forwardly
when the lever is swung forwardly, and
means for holding said lever in its foremost

.. position.

20

9. A shoe-tree comprising a heel block
and a toe block, a bar pivoted in the front
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face of the heel block and composed of par-
allel side members, a bar pivoted in the toe
block and slidably connected with the first
named bar and provided with ratchet teeth;
a lever pivoted in the rear end portion of
the bar that is pivoted in the heel block, a
pawl connected with said lever and oper-
ating in connection with said ratchet teeth
and adapted to force the toe block forwardly
when the lever is swung forwardly, and

means acting upon the lever for holding said

toe block in its foremost position.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my invention I have signed my name in
presence of the subscribing witnesses this
6th day of May 1912.

EDWARD J. KOBERT.

Witnesses:

C. MUrRrEANY,
S. ANDREWS.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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