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This invention relates to an improvement
.in clamps designed more particularly for use
in connection with tableware and serving the
purpose of removably clamping an indi-

5 Vidual article of such ware to the support on

which it rests in order to avoid casual dis-
placement. - v

The invention consists of a ring-like mem-

ber adapted to be removably clamped to a sup-

10 port, such as a table or tray, and carrying a

plurality of article-engaging hook-like mem-

bers designed to be engaged with the edge of

the article to be clamped and retain it in po-

sition on the support against casual displace- -

ment, the article-engaging members being
relatively adjustable on the ring and inde-
pendently adjustable to accommodate arti-
cles of different heights. '

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

Figure 1is a plan view showing the attach-
ment in use for securing a plate against casual
displacement. :

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same.

Figure 8 is an enlarged detail, partly in sec-
tion, illustrating more particularly the con-
struction and operation of the article-engag-
ing members, ,

The improved clamp includes a ring-like
30 member ¢ of appropriate diameter having lat-
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eral terminals formed to provide spring clips °

a* and so positioned as to engage the edge of a

support, here shown as a table ¢, so as to re-

movably clamp the ring @ in position to be
35 above-the surface. of such table. If desired
and as preferred, a brace f may connect the
spring clips at their upper portions to main-
tain them in relatively rigid relation. -

The ring is provided at appropriate inter-
vals with article-engaging members including
a rod X having an eye ¢ to more.or less snugly
embrace the ring a, the rod having an upper
headed terminal %. Secured -on the rod is a
plate 5* below which there is slidably ar-
ranged on the rod a similar plate 2%, a spring
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¢ being arranged between the plates 5 and 52
and tensioned to normally urge the plate b*
irom plate 8% A hook-like member & has its
shank fixed in the plate 4 and slidably
mounted in an opening in the plate 2. 50
In use, the article, such as a saucer or plate
¢, is positioned within the ring g after the lai-
ter has been clamped to the table, tray or other
support. The article-holding means ad-
justed.to any relative positions on the ring @ 55
are then operated by raising the hook @ and
correspondingly raising the plate 5* against
the tension of the spring ¢, until the bill of
the hook can be engaged over the edge of the
article ¢. On release of the hook, the spring ¢o
¢ moves the plate and thereby the hook down-
wardly to cause the bill of the hook to clamp

“on the edge of the article c.

The various article-engaging members may
be so.adjusted on the ring as to prevent any 6s
casual displacement of the article without,
however, interfering with a spoon or other
utensil in connection with the article.

The device as a whole readily lends itself
to clamping any utensil on the support and is 70
particularly adapted for holding plates,
saucers, and the like to be used by: small
children in order to prevent the article from
being shifted during use, with the liability of
falling from the support. :
" What is claimed to be new is:

1. A holding clamp for tableware and the
like, including a ring, spring clips carried by
the ring to engage the edge of a support and
position the ring above the support, and ar- 80 -
ticle-engaging members carried by the ring to
engage the edges of an article positioned
within the ring, said article-engaging mem-
bers including a bar movably engaging the
ring, a plate fixed on the bar, a superumposed 85
plate movable on the bar, a spring arranged
between the plates, and a hook carried by one
plate and slidably engaging the other plate.

2. A holding clamp for tableware and the
like, including a ring, means for securing 90
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said ring to a support and to position said
ring above said support, article engaging
members carried by the ring, said memilers
including a bar terminating in a hook at one

s end and being headed at the other, said hook
engaging the ring, a plate fixed to said bar
just below said headed end, a second plate
movable on said bar and positioned below
said first mentioned plate, a spring carried
10 between said plates to normally force them
apart, and a hook secured to said movable
plate and slidably engaging said fixed plate.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ERICH OTTMANN.
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