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To all whom & may concern:

Beitknown that I, GLENN CHARLES BROWN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bes-
semer, in the county of Jefferson and State
of Alabama, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Rope-Thimbles; and
T do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

~ing drawings, and to the letters and figures of
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reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. .

My invention relates to ‘‘thimbles” de-
signed to be used particularly for wire rope,
and my invention has for its object to pro-
vide a thimble which can be easily applied
to the rope and wherein the rope can be in-

stantly inspected in order to detect any prob-

. able weakness. .
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A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a thimble which is practically non-
breakable, but isstrong, durable and efficient.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a thimble with which either an old or
new rope may be employed without affecting
the strength of either. :

With these objects in view, my invention
consists in the novel construction of the
thimble and in certain combinations of parts
which will be first fully described and after-
ward specifically pointed out in the append-
ed claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawing.
Figure 1 is an elevation of thimble showing
rope in position and rope-clamp. Fig. 2isa
vertical transverse section taken on line 2—2
of Fig. 1. TFig.3 is an end elevation of the
wedge member and clamps, and Fig. 4 is a
vertical transverse section taken on line 4—4
of Fig. 1. o

Like numerdls of reference indicate the
same parts throughout the several figures in
which:

1 indicates the device which comprises the

thimble 2, wedge member 3, keys 4 and

transversely adjustable clamps 5.
Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be seen

.that each of the inner edges 6 of the thimble

2 is provided with a sharp longitudinal
groove 7, and that the upper and lower edges
S of the wedge member 3 are provided with
a double bevel to conform to said grooves 7.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 4 it will be seen

that two keys 4 are passed through openings
made transverselyi through the thimble 2
and wedge member|3, said keys 4 engaging
the inner edges of the thimble and the outer
edges of the wedge member 3 in the manner
as shown in Fig. 1 in order to effectually key
or lock the two parts together.

The wedge member 3 is provided with a se-
ries of bolt holes 10 through which the bolts
11 pass to secure the clamps 5 in position;
said bolts passing through said clamps and
being provided with suitable nuts and jam
nuts 12 and 13 or any other convenient
means for securing the clamps.

As shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 the thimble 2
and wedge member 3 are provided on their
outer edges with a concaved groove in order
to accommodate the rope 14, the wedge mem-
ber 3 tapering until the grooves on each side
thereof meet at the end 15 as shown in Fig. 3.

Having thus fully described the several
arts of my invention, its operation is as fol-
ows: In order to assemble the parts for op-
eration, the thimble 2 is placed over a clevis
or other element to which the thimble is to be
connected, and the wedge member 3 is in-
serted in the thimble, and the keys 4 are
driven in position. The rope is then drawn
around the thimble and wedge member
plenty of end length being given so that a
substantial end is left at the end of the wedge
member, and one or more suitable rope clips
16 applied about the rope: any approved
type of rope clip being employed. The
clamps 5 are then placed in position and the
nuts carried down hard to draw the two sides
of the clamps together; the ends 17 of the
clamps being curved or bent inwardly in such
manner that the rope is almost entirvely sur-
rounded thereby. The clamps being thus in
position the thimble and rope is ready for op-
eration. :

Having thus fully described my invention
I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the exact construction herein set
forth as various slight changes may be made
therein which would fall within the limit and
scope of the following claims.

What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters Patent of the United

States is:

1. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a thimble, a wedge mem-
ber constructed to be inserted in said thim-
ble, a suitable key for locking said thimble
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and wedge member together and a clamp
constructed to engage the rope, said clamp
being carried by said wedge member, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a thimble, a member con-
structed to be inserted in said thimble, means
for locking said thimble and member to-
gether, and a clamp associated with said

thimble and member for engaging the rope, 1o

substantially as described.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
n presence of two witnesses.

GLENN CHARLES BROWN.

Witnesses:
Cuas. RouNp BeaTrix,
J. Estas JoNEs.
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