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SHIPPING FOLDER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a shipping folder for con 

taining book material and the like in shipment. 
Such folders have been constructed heretofore of a 

single paperboard blank folded to completely enclose 
a book and to provide a cushion end support therefor 
as shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,116,005. 
Folders made in accordance with said patent have 

been widely used in the shipping of books in which the 
binding generally has no greater overall thickness than 
the body of the book consisting of the leaves and cov 
e.S. 

However, when the folder of said patent is employed 
to contain books in which the leaves and cover are 
bound as by a spiral or multiple ring binding, often of 
metal wire or synthetic plastic material, a problem has 
arisen due to the fact that such bindings usually have 
a thickness dimension greater than the combined thick 
ness of the leaves and covers, and there is a tendency 
for the binder to be crushed in shipment. 
A partial solution to the problem has been to insert 

in the folder an extra sheet of paperboard of smaller di 
mension than the book in an attempt to compensate for 
the difference in overall thickness between the hinged 
binding and the stack of leaves and covers. 
However, the inner flaps of the folders of said patent 

remained as therein disclosed and continued to cause 
crushing of the hinge binding at the ends of the latter. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In carrying out the present invention applicant has 

reconstructed the inner end flaps of the folder to fully 
accommodate the larger hinge binding and protect the 
same from crushing, without the necessity of employing 
a separate packing sheet of paperboard or other mate 
rial. 
According to the present invention the inner flap at 

each end of the folder is cut away at its ends so as to 
avoid engagement with the book binding, thereby leav 
ing an enlarged space for the binding. 

In addition, instead of having the inner flap disposed 
in full face engagement with the inner surface of the 
corresponding outer wall of the folder, the inner flap is 
folded back upon itself one or more times to take up 
the space between the book cover and the outer wall 
of the folder, thereby preventing crushing of the back 
ing or binding without the necessity of adding a sepa 
rate sheet of material for that purpose. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The drawing furnished herewith illustrates the best 
mode presently contemplated by the inventor for carry 
ing out the subject invention. . 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank folder in fully open 

condition and showing the several fold lines and cuts 
therein; - 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the folder partially 
closed upon a book and with parts cut away and sec 
tioned to show the construction; 
FIG. 3 is a detail longitudinal central section of one 

end of a folder closed upon a book; and 
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2 
FIG. 4 is a transverse section taken on line 4-4 of 

FG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The folder illustrated in the drawing is cut and scored 
from a single blank of paperboard as illustrated in FIG. 
1 to provide a pair of top and bottom wall panels, 1 and 
2, respectively, joined by an edge panel 3 intermediate 
the same. 
One of the wall panels 1 and 2 (shown in the drawing 

as panel 2) has an edge panel 4 joined thereto opposite 
edge panel 3 and a sealing or closure flap 5 is joined to 
the opposite edge of panel 4 for full face engagement 
with the outer surface of the free edge portion of the 
wall panel 1 or 2, to which edge panel 4 is not otherwise 
attached. 
The junctures 6 and 7 between edge panel 3 and wall 

panels 1 and 2 respectively, and juncture 8 between 
edge panel 4 and its wall panel 1 or 2, and juncture 9 
between edge panel 4 and flap 5 are scored to serve as 
hinges to provide for the enclosure of a book or other 
material by folding of the blank and sealing of flap 5 to 
the free edge of the adjacent panel wall 1, thus provid 
ing a tubular casing for the book. 
One of the wall panels preferably panel 2 to which 

edge panel 4 is attached, has end edge panels. 10 and 
11 integrally joined thereto along the corresponding 
end edges 12 and 13, respectively. 
End sealing or closure flaps 14 and 15 are integrally 

joined to the outer edges of the corresponding end edge 
panels 10 and 11, respectively, for engagement with the 
outer surface of the opposite wall panel 1 to close the 
container upon the book. 
The wall panel 1 or 2, as the case may be, (shown in 

the drawings as panel 1) which has no edge panel 4, is 
adapted to fold upon the book with its side edge 16 
abutting the inside of the edge panel 4 beneath flap 5. 
The wall panel 1 has end cushion panels 17 and 18, 

each integrally joined to the corresponding end thereof 
by connecting hinge flaps 19 which are slit from adja 
cent portions of wall panel 1 and the corresponding 
cushion panels 17 and 18, respectively. 
The hinge flaps 19 have a length generally corre 

sponding to the thickness of the book and which is gen 
erally slightly less than the width of edge panels 3, 4, 10 
and 11. 

In carrying out the present invention the cushion 
panels 17 and 18 are shorter in length than the width 
of panel 1 so that in folding over the end of the book 
into the space between a face of the book and the inner 
surface of wall panel 2 they leave a space 20 for a 
thicker back binding of the book as shown in FIGS. 2 
and 4 of the drawing. 

Preferably this cut-away space 20 is provided at each 
end of the cushion panels 17 and 18 to accommodate 
assembly with the book back at either edge of the 
packet. 

In addition, each cushion panel 17 and 18 is provided 
with a crease- or fold 21 extending lengthwise thereof 
to double the thickness thereof as by the cushion flap 
22 folded back onto the body of the corresponding 
cushion panel. This gives additional accommodation 
for spiral ring binders and the like for books and gives 
added cushion protection against crushing. 
The invention provides a single piece blank which 

constitutes the entire shipping folder or carton and 
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which provides additional space for the book binding 
and cushion protection therefor. 
Various modes of carrying out the invention are con 

templated as being within the scope of the following 
claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which is regarded as the invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a one piece shipping folder for a book, and hav 

ing a pair of wall panels joined at one edge by an edge 
panel and in which the opposite edge and the end edges 
are adapted to be closed by edge panels and sealing 
flaps joined thereto, the improvement comprising an 
end cushion panel joined to the corresponding end por 
tion of one of the wall panels by a hinge flap cut sub 
stantially equally from the adjacent wall panel and 
cushion panel to dispose the cushion panel just beneath 
and adjacent and parallel to the opposite wall panel 
when the folder is closed upon a book, the adjacent slit 
end edge of said one panel and edge of said cushion 
panel being adapted to be engaged by and support the 
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corresponding end edge panel of said other wall panel 
when the folder is closed upon a book, and at least one 
end of said cushion panel being cut-away to provide a 
space for accommodating a thick back binding of a 
book to be enclosed in the folder. 

2. The construction of claim 1 in which a cushion 
panel is creased to fold back upon itself to thereby dou 
ble the said space and provide additional cushion be 
tween the cover of the contained book and the inner 
surface of the opposite wall panel. 

3. The construction of claim 1 in which there is a 
cushion panel of the designated construction at each 
end of the shipping folder. 

4. The construction of claim 2 in which there is a 
cushion panel of the designated construction at each 
end of the shipping folder. 

5. The construction of claim 1 in which both ends of 
the cushion panel are cut-away to selectively provide 
space for accommodating a thick back binding of 
book to be enclosed in the folder. 

is ck : c 


