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' Claims

This invention relates. to a key case wherein =

Keys are pivotally mounted on a key earrier which,

is slidable within. a receptacle and which may he

projected from the receptacle when desired for ,

use.

"An abject of this mventlon is o provide a. re-‘

ceplacle which: is open. ab one end. and having

keys. pivotally mounted on a. slidable key carrier -

which. may be projected outwardly through. the
end. opening,.

Another object of this mventlon, is: to pmmde a
key case designed to maintain the keys in aline-
ment in a reeeptacle and. against pivatal move-.
ment while they are housed. in flie key case and
while being. carried- in a pocket, thereby pre~
venting constant wear on the pocket. o

Another object: of this invention is to- provide.

a modified key case wherein:the pivotal mount-

ing: for a plurality of keys is movable in & trans-

verse slot. to: facilitate mounting-one of the keys. -

horizentally inte a:lack. while permitting the en-
tire device to hang. in. vertically suppaerted rela-

tion from. the key and while ad}ustable towarch

the-lock,

Another object of. this. inwentzon is- to: provide
& davetail key and keyway mounting for the key
carrier whereby the key earrier is rigidly held: in
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adjusted pesitions and prevented from. sideways. -

bending.
This application. is a continuation in peuz’e of

my application: Serial Ne. 632,511, filed Decem~
ber 3, 1945, now Patent Number 2,418,945, dated.

April 15, 1947,

With the above and other objects. in.view, the
invention will' be- hereinafter more: particularly
deseribed, and the combination and: -arrange-
ment of parts will-he: shown: in' the aceompany-
ing drawings and pointed out in: the-claims which:
form part of this specification:

" Reference will now he had: to the drawings,

corresponding parts: throughout the several
views, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of one form of key

- case with the-key carrier in:open pesition: - -

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view; the: section:
being taken as on line 2-—2 in. Figure. 1..

Pigure 3'is a view of a fragmentary portion of
the key:ease, partly in cross-seetion to show the:
lower portion of a slot which lmits the move>
ments-of the key carrier.

Figure 4 is g perspective view of the key case in
closed position,
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@
wherein like- numerals: of reference  designate:

-

-

Figure 6 Is. & front elevation of a modified key .
case with the kéy cairier in open position,
Figure 7 is 4. ¢ross-séctional view, the séction
being taken. as on line 1—1 in Figiire 6,
-Figure 8 is a view of a.fragmentary portion,

“of the kéy case siowh In Figures 6 and 7, partly.

in. cross-section. to show the lower portion. of g

-slot “which litnits the mqvements of the- key

carrier,.

Figure 9 i§ a perspective view of the modified. -
"key-case shewn in Figiites. 6, 7 and 8, in closed
position,

Figure 10 is-a eross-sectional view, the sectlon
being. taken as on line (0—=i0. in. Figure 6. the
thresded. black for the Key carrying screw being
omitted.

In thedilustrated embBodiment of the 1nvent10n,
shown in Figures. I {0 5 inclusive, the. numeral
10.indicates a key case eomprising a receptacle (1
preferably of tubular cross-seetion: providing a,.
passagewsy. 12. therethirough.

‘The receptacle LI terminates in open. -ends ld
14, - Keys: 1% are pivotally mounted.in face-to-
face relation:en a single pivet. 1§.in. 2 key oarrier.
1. The keys may thus be withdrawn from the
receptacle- LI throngh the end- (4’

Fhe key carrier {T-sin: U-shaped form 3 at its-

lower end and designed to fit in frietionally. Shdv S

ahle relation-in. the receptacle L{..

‘The: short leg (9 of the U-shaped: farm 1§ is -
of. sufficient, length, to prevent any bending. out.
of. alinement. of th& key cayrier 11 within the re-.
ceptacle #1.

The. key carrier F 1 has upper and: lower end
walls 20,.21, which. pravide:closture. means for the
apen: ends. of- the receptacle: I I. when the key car-
rier is.completely within the receptacle. .

As.shown. in. Figure 5;-the: pivot 16 eomprises,
twa separable threaded members which extend.
laterally of-the key carrier k1., One of the mem-~-
hers {3 is a selid.rod er rivet of cirewlar @ross-
section, which. is: tapped: ecentrally thereof torre-
ceive & serew 24, The member I3 has one end
portion. suitahly riveted«in the wa]l 23 of the key
carpier 11..

It is. tos be noted that the length of the memhey
13 is-sueh as. tor permit-the: keys to he' mounted:
thereon and tarbe:freely rotatable, Fer this pyur-
pose;- when the screw: 24 iy threaded inte- the-

- member 13- with itz head. in abutting velation:

with. the. outer face of the member (3. there:ig
clearance for the keys to rotate.

The key carrier 1T has a through slot 22 in its
lengthwise wall 23. A rivet 25 is fixed in one of

Figure 5 is a detail view of a pivotal mounting. 55 the walls 26 in the receptacle 1 and extends




through the siot 22 and serves to limit the out-
ward movement of the key carrier 17T from the
receptacle 11.

It is to be noted that the length of the slot 22
is made so that when the key carrier 17 is moved
into the receptacle If the upper portion of the
slot 22 comes into contact with the body of the
rivet 25, when the upper wall 20 of the key carrier
{7 is within the receptacle t1 and flush with its
upper surface:

Figures 6 to.9 inclusive show a mod1ﬁed key
case 21 comprising a receptacle 28 and a key
carrvier 29 slidably mounted therein. The key
carrier 29 has an upper wall 30 positioned in
right-angular relation with its lengthwise wall
81. The receptacle 28 has an open end 32 and a
closed end 33.

Keys 15 are pivotally mounted in face-to-face
relation on a screw 34 in-the key carrier 29. In
the position shown in Figure 6, one of the keys
is withdrawn from the receptacle 28 in a direc-
tion facing right-angularly of the receptacle.

The receptacle 28 has a through slot 35 in
one of its lengthwise walls 36. " A rivet 3T:is fixed
in the lengthwise wall 31 in the key carrier 28
and extends through the slot 35 and serves to
limit the outward movement of the key carrier
28 from the receptacle 28. The upper end por-
tion of the slot 35 defines the outward movement
of the key carrier 28 from the receptacle 28.

It is to be noted that in assembled relation:

the wall 28 of the key carrier 29 serves to close
the open end 32 of the receptacle 28. :

It is to be noted that while T have shown the
modified form in Figures 6 to 9 inclusive with
the wall 36 having the slot 35 and the rivet 317
in the wall 21, that I may employ the key and
keyway arlanvement shown in Figures 1 to 4
inclusive, wherein there is no opening in the
outer side wall of the casing. S

As best shown at the upper end of Figure 10,
the receptacle 28 has a  dovetailed groove- 40
facing in an upright direction and defined by
upright angular side wall edges 41, 41 and termi-
nating at the closed end 33 of the receptacle.
The lengthwise wall 31 of the key carrier 29 has

a dovetailed key 42 in slidable relation ‘with the

dovetailed groove 40.

As best shown in cross section in Figure 7, the
upper wall 38 of the key carrier 29 has ribs 43
at opposite ends. The ribs serve as a means

whereby the user may grip the key carrier 29

and pull it out of the receptacle 28. The user
grips the ribs 48 ‘on the wall 30 when he desires
to remove the key carrier 29 from the receptacle.

As best shown in Figure 6 a through slot 45
is formed in the upper portion of the wall 3{,
of the key carrier 29, the slot extending hori-
zontally and being of ‘a size to permit passage
therethrough of the body of the screw 34.

It is to be noted that the wall 31 has an in-
Wardly extending guideway 46 molded or other-
wise suitably formed therein. A block 47 has
a threaded aperture into which the screw is
threaded. 'The block 47 carries the secrew 34 and
the keys 5. It is thus possible for the user
to move the screw 34 and the block 47 trans-
versely of the wall 31 so as to position the pivotal
mounting point of the keys nearer or further
from either of the opposite edges of the wall 31
to bring one of the keys in extended horizontal
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lock engaging position and the key case adjust-
able horizontally toward the lock.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have
described and illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, but it will be understood
that various changes and modifications can be
made therein without departing from the spirit
of the mventmn as defined by the appended
claims.

“Iclaim:

1. A key case compnsing a rectangular re-

- ceptacle having one closed end and one open end

15-

and alined grooves, a key carrier slidable in said
grooves, said carrier having a rectangular head
plate at one end for closing the open end of said
receptacle when said carrier is moved into said
receptacle, said carrier having a transverse

- channel of U-shaped cross-section below said
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head plate, a threaded rectangular member slid~
able in said channel, one wall defining said chan-
nel having a transverse slot terminating short
of the upright sides of said carrier, a threadably"
adJustable member passing through said slotimto
engagement with: said  threaded member, said
threaded member being adapted for supporting’
a ‘plurality ‘of keys in- side-by- side relation for
movement ‘between -opposite ‘ends of sald slot
thereby permitting movement of said keys to

either side of -said receptacle,” whereby one of
30"

said keys may be extended horizontally into lock-
engaging position with -the major portion of the
head of the key clear of said carrier while per-
mitting said ‘key carrier and said receptacle to

__hang in vertically supported -relation from said
35

key and adJustable horlzontally toward said lock.
2. In a key case comprising a rectanguiar re-
ceptacle having an open end and alined grooves,
a’ key carrier sl1dably mounted in said grooves,
said carrier having a rectangular upper wall for
closing theé open end of said- receptacle, said:
upper wall having means for gripping and moving
said’ carrier from said Teceptacle, ‘said carrier
having a transverse channel of U-shaped cross-
section below said upper wall, a threaded member
slidable in said channel, one wall defining said
channel having -a transverse  slot terminating
short of the upright sides of said carrier, a
threadably  adjustable member passing through
said slot into engagement with said threaded
member, said -threaded member being adapted
for supporting a plurality of keys in side-by-side
relation for movement between opposite ends of
said slot thereby permitting movement of said
keys to eitlier side of said receptacle, whereby
one of said keys may be extended horizontally
into lock-engaging position with the major por-
tion of the key clear of said carrier while per-
mitting said carrier and said receptacle to hang
in vertically supported relation: from said key and
adjustable horizontally to bring said receptacle
into contactmg relation with said lock.
BERNARD H. KAMINER
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