2015/193829 A1 I 000 0000 O 0O O 0

<

W

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)
(19) World Intellectual Property

Organization é 0 00 O OO0 O

International Bureau ) L.
_").//)/ (10) International Publication Number

WO 2015/193829 Al

\

(43) International Publication Date
23 December 2015 (23.12.2015) WIPO I PCT

(51) International Patent Classification: (81) Designated States (uniess otherwise indicated, for every
B65D 85/10 (2006.01) kind of national protection available). AE, AG, AL, AM,

. .. AO, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BN, BR, BW, BY,

(21) International Application Number: BZ, CA, CH, CL, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM,
PCT/IB2015/054578 DO, DZ. EC, EE, EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT,

(22) International Filing Date: HN, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IR, IS, JP, KE, KG, KN, KP, KR,
17 June 2015 (17.06.2015) KZ, LA, LC, LK, LR, LS, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG,

) MK, MN, MW, MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM,

(25) Filing Language: Italian PA, PE, PG, PH, PL, PT, QA, RO, RS, RU, RW, SA, SC,
(26) Publication Language: English SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, ST, SV, SY, TH, TJ, TM, TN,

TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA, ZM, ZW.
(30) Priority Data:

BO2014A000344 20 June 2014 (20062014) IT (84) Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, fO}" every

kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,

(71) Applicant: G.D S.P.A. [IT/IT]; Via Battindarno, 91, I- GM, KE, LR, LS, MW, MZ, NA, RW, SD, SL, ST, SZ,
40133 Bologna (IT). TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, RU,

TJ, TM), European (AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE,
DK, EE, ES, FL, FR, GB, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU,
LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SF, SI, SK,

(72) Imventors: POLLONI, Roberto; Via Silvestro Lega,91, I-
47015 Modigliana ( Forli-Cesena) (IT). D'ALFONSO,
Lorena; Via Pietrara, 52, I-45920 Let.tom.anoppello (Pes- SM. TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN., GQ.
cara) (IT). MARCHITTO, Giuseppe; Via C. Colombo, GW, KM, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG)

19/21, 1-48022 Lugo Di Romagna ( Ravenna) (IT). ’ ? i A '
NEGRINI, Stefano; Via Longarola, 21, I-40012 Calderara Published:
Di Reno (Bologna) (IT).

(74) Agent: BIANCIARDI, Ezio; c¢/o Bugnion S.p.A., Via di
Corticella, 87, [-40128 Bologna (IT).

—  with international search report (Art. 21(3))

(54) Title: PACKET FOR SMOKABLE ARTICLES, IN PARTICULAR CIGARETTES

FIG.2
204
20— e
pYp—
9. _
o
TR
. g B
14 y
16" //><1\7\\ P o

15 ="

(57) Abstract: This invention relates to a packet of cigarettes being substantially in the shape of a parallelepiped and comprising a
first inner wrapper (2), containing a plurality of smokable articles (S) and having a top wall (3), a bottom wall (4), a front wall (5), a
rear wall (6) and two side walls (7, 8) and a second outer wrapper (14) superposed on the first wrapper (2) and having a bottom wall
(15), a front wall (16), a rear wall (17) and two side walls (18, 19), each superposed on a corresponding wall of the first wrapper (2).
The second wrapper (14) also comprises a top wall (20), superposed on the top wall (3) of the first wrapper (2) and having a precut
line or line of weakness (21) delimiting a lift-up tongue (22) designed to allow the smokable articles (S) to be extracted. Also
provided is a label (24) having a first part (25) provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material connected stably to an upper
portion of the rear wall (17) of the second wrapper (14), a second part (26) provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material
connected stably to the lift-up tongue (22), a third part (27) provided with a layer of replaceable adhesive material and, when the
packet is closed, superposed on a portion of the front wall (16) of the second wrapper (14), and a fourth part (28), adjacent to the
third part (27) and distal from the second part (26), without adhesive material on it and defining a grip tab (28a) by which the user
can grip the label (24), wherein the first wrapper (2) has a line of weakness (9) extending from the first flap (3a) towards the second
flap (3b) around a portion (10) of the top wall (3) proximal to one of the side walls (7) to define an appendage (11) of the top wall
(3) removable when pulled by a user; the lift-up tongue (22) of the second wrapper (14) being located at least partly on top of the re -
movable appendage (11) of the first wrapper (2).
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DESCRIPTION
PACKET FOR SMOKABLE ARTICLES, IN PARTICULAR CIGARETTES

Technical field

This invention relates to a packet for smokable articles, in particular
cigarettes, and a sheet of wrapping material. .

This invention is applicable in particular in the packaging industry and, in
particular, to the manufacture of packets for smokable articles, preferably
cigarettes or the like.

In this specification, for simplicity, express reference is made to a packet
of cigarettes without, however, thereby limiting the scope of the invention.

It should be noted that this invention relates to a packet for smokable
articles, of the type known as semi-rigid packet, that is, medium

grammage, but is adaptable also to soft packets.

Background art

As is known, semi-rigid packets are made by superposing and wrapping
an outer wrapper, of low or medium grammage, over an inner wrapper,
typically made of aluminium, and fixing the outer wrapper to the inner
wrapper by means of a label or stamp placed over the top of the top wall
of the inner wrapper. In effect, it should be noted that the outer wrapper is
usually cup shaped, that is, it does not have a top wall.

It is clear that the structure of these packets has considerable
disadvantages due to the poor quality of the seal provided by the
wrapping once opened.

Indeed, as is known, tobacco is very sensitive to the effects of the
surrounding environment and when in contact with the atmosphere, tends
to modify its organoleptic properties not only on account of variations in
humidity (it tends to dry or to absorb too much moisture) but also on

account of evaporation of the volatile substances it has been impregnated
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with (particularly in the case of especially flavoured cigarettes).

In light of this, there is a growing need to make packets with improved
capability of retaining flavours, which has in recent times led to the
development of both rigid and soft packets made of heat sealable
materials and provided with open/close labels.

Disadvantageously, these solutions, although excellent in terms of sealing
quality, have not been well received by the market, in particular by
consumers of soft packets, because they are too far removed from

traditional packets in terms of tactile perception and gestural habits.

Disclosure of the invention

This invention therefore has for an aim to provide a packet for smokable
articles, in particular cigarettes, and a sheet of wrapping material to
overcome the above mentioned disadvantages of the prior art.

More precisely, it is an aim of this invention to provide a packet for
smokable articles, in particular cigarettes, which allows keeping unaltered
the tobacco’s organoleptic properties and flavour even after being opened
for the first time, but without affecting the user’s tactile perception and
gestural habits

Another aim of this invention is to provide a sheet of wrapping material
which facilitates opening the packet without damaging the outer wrapper.
These aims are achieved by a packet for smokable articles, in particular
cigarettes, having the features set out in the appended claims.

More precisely, the above mentioned aims are achieved by a packet for
smokable articles, in particular cigarettes, which is substantially in the
shape of a parallelepiped and which comprises: a first inner wrapper
containing a plurality of smokable articles and having a top wall, a bottom
wall, a front wall, a rear wall and two side walls, where the top wall is
partly constituted by a first folded flap of material overlapping a second

flap of material, and a second outer wrapper, superposed on the first



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2015/193829 PCT/IB2015/054578

wrapper and having a bottom wall, a front wall, a rear wall and two side
walls, each superposed on a corresponding wall of the first wrapper.
According to the invention, the second wrapper is also provided with a top
wall, superposed on the top wall of the first wrapper and having a pre-cut
line or line of weakness delimiting a lift-up tongue designed to allow the
smokable articles to be extracted, where the lift-up tongue has a pivoting
side located at the rear wall and an opening side located at the front wall.
According to another aspect of the invention, the packet comprises a label
having a first part provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material
connected stably to an upper portion of the rear wall of the second
wrapper (or to an edge of the top wall adjacent to the rear wall), a second
part provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material connected
stably to the lift-up tongue, a third part provided with a layer of
replaceable adhesive material and, when the packet is closed,
superposed on a portion of the front wall of the second wrapper, and a
fourth part adjacent to the third part and distal from the second part,
without adhesive material on it and defining a grip tab by which the user
can grip the label.

Advantageously, thanks to this structure, the packet is generally similar to
a traditional soft packet, especially in terms of the gestures performed by
the user when opening the packet.

Indeed, this solution allows the user to open the packet manually in the
manner they are used to and at the same time guarantees that the
organoleptic properties of the cigarettes are preserved.

Preferably, in order to guarantee opening the inner wrapper without
damaging the outer one, the first wrapper has a line of weakness
extending from the first flap around a portion of the top wall proximal to
one of the side walls, so as to define on the top wall an appendage which
is removable when pulled by a user.

It should be noted that the lift-up tongue of the second wrapper is located
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at least partly on top of the removable appendage of the first wrapper.

Brief description of the drawings

Further features and advantages of the invention are more apparent from
the following description of a preferred and non-exclusive, and therefore
non-limiting, example embodiment of a packet for smokable articles, Iin
particular cigarettes, and of a sheet of wrapping material, as illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which:

- Figures 1 and 2 show perspective views of a first embodiment of a
packet for smokable articles according to this invention, in two different
configurations;

- Figures 3 and 4 are a front and a rear perspective view of the inner
wrapper of the packet of Figures 1 and 2;

- Figures 5 and 6 show the steps of opening the inner wrapper of the
packet of Figures 1 and 2;

- Figures 7 and 8 show sheets of wrapping material used for making the
two wrappers of the packet of Figures 1 and 2;

- Figures 9 and 10 show perspective views of a second embodiment of a
packet for smokable articles according to this invention, in two different
configurations;

- Figures 11 and 12 show sheets of wrapping material used for making the
two wrappers of the packet of Figures 9 and 10;

- Figures 13 and 14 show perspective views of a third embodiment of a
packet for smokable articles according to this invention, in two different
configurations;

- Figures 15 and 16 are a front and a rear perspective view of the inner
wrapper of the packet of Figures 13 and 14;

- Figure 17 shows a step of opening the inner wrapper of the packet of
Figures 13 and 14;

- Figures 18 and 19 show sheets of wrapping material used for making the
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two wrappers of the packet of Figures 13 and 14;

- Figures 20 and 21 show perspective views of a fourth embodiment of a
packet for smokable articles according to this invention, in two different
configurations;

- Figure 22 shows a step of opening the inner wrapper of the packet of
Figures 20 and 21;

- Figure 23 shows a sheet of wrapping material used for making the outer
wrapper of the packet of Figures 20 and 21;

- Figures 24 and 25 show perspective views of a fifth embodiment of a
packet for smokable articles according to this invention, in two different
configurations;

- Figures 26 and 27 show sheets of wrapping material used for making the
two wrappers of the packet of Figures 24 and 25; and

- Figure 28 shows a further embodiment of a sheet of wrapping material

used for making the outer wrapper of a packet according to the invention.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments of the invention

With reference to the accompanying drawings, the numeral 1 denotes a
packet for smokable articles, in particular cigarettes, according to this
invention, which is substantially in the shape of a right-angle
parallelepiped extending longitudinally along a longitudinal axis “A”.
Hereinafter, express reference is made to cigarettes, instead of generic
smokable articles, without thereby limiting the generality or the scope of
the invention in any way.

Preferably, the packet 1 is of the type known as semi-rigid packet, that is,
having an outer wrapper of medium grammage. The invention is, however,
also applicable to soft packets which are made by wrapping and forming
operations which are very similar to those used to make semi-rigid
packets.

The packet 1 according to the invention comprises a first, inner wrapper 2
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and a second, outer wrapper 14, wrapped around the first wrapper 2 and,
in use, bearing the manufacturer’s logo and graphical representations.
Preferably, the first wrapper 2, that is, the inner wrapper is made by
folding a sheet 100 of wrapping material 100 (also an object of this
invention) provided with a first, outer layer of aluminium (or the like) and a
second, inner layer of paper, superposed over each other.

Thus, the first and second layers are superposed and irremovably
attached to each other.

It should be noted that the outer layer is preferably made of material
which is commonly known as “foil paper”.

As already mentioned, the first wrapper 2 is substantially in the shape of a
parallelepiped and contains a plurality of cigarettes “S”.

More precisely, the first wrapper 2 has a top wall 3, a bottom wall 4, a
front wall 5, a rear wall 6 and two side walls 7, 8.

It should be noted that the top wall 3 of the first wrapper 2 is delimited by
a first long side 12a and a second long side 12b, corresponding to the
rear wall 6 and front wall 5, respectively, and by a first short side 12¢ and
a second short side 12d, corresponding to the side walls 7, 8.

Preferably, the top wall 3 is partly constituted by a first folded flap 3a of
material overlapping a second flap 3b of material.

In effect, the sheet 100 of wrapping material is preferably substantially
quadrilateral in shape and is delimited by two longitudinal edges 100a
and two transverse edges 100b which are parallel in twos and define four
vertices 101.

Preferably, the sheet 100 is folded about its longitudinal axis and the
transverse edges 100b are folded in such a way as to define the
aforementioned first flap 3a and second flap 3b.

Preferably, the first wrapper 2 has a line of weakness 9 extending from
the first flap 3a around a portion 10 of the top wall 3 proximal to one of the

side walls 7, 8.
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The line of weakness 9 thus defines of the top wall 3 an appendage 11
which is removable when pulled by a user.

In other words, the line of weakness 9 extends from the first flap 3a,
surrounding the portion 10 (at least partly) in such a way as to make it
easier to grip and remove the appendage 11 (that is, the portion 10 itself).
Thus, in use, the operator grips the first flap 3a in the proximity of the line
of weakness 9 and pulls to tear at least part of it, leaving the cigarettes
exposed (and accessible).

To make tearing the line of weakness 9 more certain, the removable
appendage 11 also extends partly into the front wall 5 and into the rear
wall 6 of the first wrapper 2.

Thus, the line of weakness 9 runs along a path which extends also into
the rear wall 6 and front wall 5.

In other words, the line of weakness 9 preferably crosses both the first
long side 12a and the second long side 12b of the top wall 3.

It should be noted that, depending on the embodiment, the portion of
appendage 11 lying on the front wall 5 may be larger (Figures 1-23) or
smaller (Figures 24-27).

Preferably, the portion 10 is substantially an edge (or corner) portion of
the top wall 3, which makes the zone for extracting the cigarettes “S”
much like the one traditionally used in soft packets.

The second outer wrapper 14 is then superposed on the first wrapper 2
and has a bottom wall 15, a front wall 16, a rear wall 17 and two side walls
18, 19, each superposed on a corresponding wall of the first wrapper 2.
Further, according to one aspect of the invention, the second wrapper 14
has a top wall 20, superposed on the top wall 3 of the first wrapper 2.
Thus, the second wrapper 14 comprises:

- a top wall 20 superposed on the top wall 3 of the first wrapper 2;

- a bottom wall 15 superposed on the bottom wall 4 of the first wrapper 2;

- a front wall 16 superposed on the front wall 5 of the first wrapper 2;
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- arear wall 17 superposed on the rear wall 6 of the first wrapper 2;

- two side walls 18, 19, each superposed on a corresponding side wall 7,
8 of the first wrapper 2.

Preferably, the top wall 20 of the second wrapper 14 is delimited by a first
long side 20a and a second long side 20b, corresponding to the rear wall
17 and front wall 16, respectively, and by a first short side 20c and a
second short side 20d, corresponding to the side walls 18, 19.

The top wall 20 of the second wrapper 14 has a pre-cut line or line of
weakness 21 delimiting a lift-up tongue 22 designed to allow access to the
space inside the wrapper 14 itself.

It should be noted that in this text, the terms pre-cut line and line of
weakness have substantially the same meaning.

In the preferred embodiment, however, the pre-cut line 21 has through
cuts or slits in it.

The space inside the second wrapper contains the first wrapper 2 and
thus, the lift-up tongue 22 defines an opening 23 for extracting the
cigarettes “S”

In this regard, it should be noted that the lift-up tongue 22 is located at
least partly on top of the removable appendage 11 of the first wrapper 2.
More precisely, the tongue 22 is pivot opening. In other words, the lift-up
tongue 22 has a pivoting side 22a located at the rear wall 17 and an
opening side 22b located at the front wall 16.

To preserve the organoleptic properties of the cigarettes “A” even after
being opened for the first time, the packet 1 comprises an open/close
label 24 associated with the lift-up tongue 22.

Preferably, the label 24 has at least a first part 25 provided with a layer of
permanent adhesive material connected stably to an upper portion of the
rear wall 17 of the second wrapper 14 (or to an edge of the top wall 20
adjacent to the rear wall 17). The first part 25 thus defines a pivot line or

hinge line of the label 24.
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The label 24 also comprises a second part 26 provided with a layer of
permanent adhesive material connected stably to the lift-up tongue 22 in
such a way as to tear the pre-cut line or line of weakness 21 to define the
opening 23.

There is also a third part 27 provided with a layer of replaceable adhesive
material and, when the packet is closed, superposed on a portion of the
front wall 16 of the second wrapper 14.

The expression “replaceable adhesive” is used to mean an adhesive
substance which immediately sticks to the material of the front wall 16 but
which is removable a multiplicity of times without losing its adhesive
efficacy.

Lastly, to allow the packet 1 to be easily opened and closed, the label 24
comprises a fourth part 28, adjacent to the third part 27 and distal from the
second part 26, without adhesive material on it and defining a grip tab 28a
by which the user can grip the label 24.

In other words, in a first embodiment, the label 24 is positioned in U
fashion across the top wall 20, from the first part 25 to the fourth part 28.
In a further embodiment, the label 24 is positioned in L fashion over the
top wall 20 and front wall 16.

Advantageously, that way, at the forming stage, it would be possible to
use a pre-labelled blank provided directly by a paper processing company
which manufactures the blank or prepared on the machine by applying the
label 24 while the roll of paper used to make the second wrapper 14 is
being unwound or while pre-cut blanks are being transported on a
conveyor.

The packet 1 can be opened for the first time by gripping the adhesive-
free, fourth part 28 of the label 24 between two fingers and pulling it in
such a way as to detach the third part 27 from the front wall 16 of the
second wrapper 14, overcoming the resistance offered by the layer of

replaceable adhesive. Continuing to pull on the fourth part 28 of the label
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24 causes the second part 26 of the label 24 with the permanent adhesive
on it to be lifted, bringing the lift-up tongue 22 of the second wrapper 14
with it and thereby tearing the pre-cut line or line of weakness 21 and
giving access to the first wrapper 2.

At this point, the user grips the first flap 3a of the top wall 3 of the first
wrapper 2 and pulls it by the removable appendage 11 so as to tear the
line of weakness 9 and allow the cigarettes “S” to be taken out.

Once opened in this way, the packet 1 has an access opening 23 at the
top of it, allowing the cigarettes “S” to be picked up and taken out.

To reclose the packet 1, the label 24 is brought back to its previous
position so that its third part 27 sticks to the front wall 16 of the second
wrapper 14 again.

In a first embodiment (Figures 1-12), the lift-up tongue 22 of the second
wrapper 14 is located in proximity to the first short side 20c of the top wall
20, at a preset distance therefrom.

Thus, when the tongue 22 is lifted, this defines a shoulder 29 separating
the first short side 20c and the opening 23 for extracting the cigarettes
7S

In this embodiment (Figures 1-12), the removable appendage 11 is
located in proximity to the first short side 12¢ of the top wall 3, at a preset
distance therefrom.

In this embodiment, therefore, the line of weakness 9 has an inside
stretch 9a and an outside stretch 9b both located on the top wall 3, where
the inside stretch 9a is distal from the first short side 12c relative to the
outside stretch 9b.

The outside stretch 9b is thus proximal to the first short side 12¢ and
spaced therefrom to define an end segment of the top wall 3.
Advantageously, that allows removing the appendage 11 without
damaging the separating shoulder 29 of the second wrapper 14, that is to

say, without spoiling the appearance of the packet 1.
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It should be noted that also in this embodiment (Figures 2, 6, 10), the
label 24 has at least one lateral edge 30, laterally adjacent to the second
part 26, superposed (or superposable) on the top wall 20 of the second
wrapper 14 at the shoulder 29.

The lateral edge 30 is at least partly covered by a layer of replaceable
adhesive by which it is connected to the top wall 20 (in particular to the
shoulder 29) to guarantee that the packet 1 remains sealed once closed.
Preferably, the label 24 also has a further edge 31, opposite to the first
edge 30, and also partly covered by a layer of replaceable adhesive to
connect the label to the top wall 20.

It should be noted that a peripheral (lateral) portion of the lateral edge 30
(and of the further edge 31) is “inertized”, that is to say, free of adhesive
material, in order to facilitate machine handling of the label 24.

Preferably, therefore, the label 24 has at least one longitudinal band,
extending from the first part 25 to the fourth part 28 and free of adhesive
material, in order to facilitate its handling by the machine.

Also preferably, the removable appendage 11 is provided with a
separating line 13 (Figures 3, 4, 8, 12) extending from the line of
weakness 9 away therefrom and located in the proximity of a centre line of
the top wall 3 parallel to the first and second long sides 12a, 12b.

More precisely, the separating line 13 extends from the outside stretch 9b
towards the inside stretch 9a, that is, away from the first short side 12c.
Thus, the separating line 13, divides the appendage 11 into two half parts,
where the first half part 11a extends from the first flap 3a to the separating
line 13 itself, while the second half part 11b extends from the separating
line 13 into the second flap 3b.

Advantageously, the separating line 13 divides the removal of the
appendage 11 into two successive steps.

In effect, in a first step (Figure 5), the pulling action applied by the

operator on the first flap 3a removes the first half part 11a of the
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appendage 11, while in the next step (Figure 6), the pulling action applied
on the second flap 3b (starting from the separating line 13) causes the
second half part 11b. to be removed.

In a further embodiment (Figures 13-27), the lift-up tongue 22 is partly
delimited by the first short side 20c of the top wall 20 of the second
wrapper 14 in such a way as to define an end portion of the top wall 20
itself.

Thus, the pre-cut line, or line of weakness 21 is adjacent to the first short
side 20c of the top wall 20.

In this embodiment, the removable appendage 11 of the first wrapper 2
extends mainly on the top wall 3 and has peripheral edges on the front
wall 5, on the rear wall 6 and on one side wall 7 to facilitate its removal.

In other words, in this embodiment, the line of weakness 9 has a single
stretch 9a on the top wall 3, located at a predetermined distance from the
first short side 12c of the top wall 3.

It should be noted that, preferably, the second wrapper 14 has a rotatable
tab 32 (Figures 20-23) pivoted to one end of the side wall 18 located at
the tongue 22 and defining, when the packet is open, a dustproof flap for
protecting the cigarettes “S”.

In the embodiment illustrated, the tab 32 has, on a top face of it, a graphic
design similar in colour and shape to the removable appendage 9 of the
first wrapper 2.

Advantageously, that way, besides protecting the cigarettes “S” from dust,
the tab 32 gives the impression that the packet 1 is whole.

As mentioned previously, the packet 1 is made from two sheets of
wrapping material.

More specifically, the first wrapper 2 is made by folding a first sheet 100
and the second wrapper 14 is made by folding and gluing a second sheet
104.

Where possible, the reference numbers used in the description of the



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2015/193829 PCT/IB2015/054578

13

sheets 100 and 104, are the same as those used for the corresponding
parts of the packet 1, but with primes.

In some cases, there are two or more primes to mean that the wall of the
wrapper 2, 14 is obtained by superposing two or more parts of the
corresponding sheet 100, 104.

The sheet 100 of wrapping material used to make the first wrapper 2 is, as
mentioned previously, substantially quadrilateral in shape and is delimited
by two longitudinal edges 100a and two transverse edges 100b which are
parallel in twos and define four vertices.

More precisely, the sheet 100 has two longitudinal pre-folding lines 101a
and four transverse pre-folding lines 101b extending between the two
longitudinal pre-folding lines 101a,

The lines 101a and 101b define a first panel 5', defining the front wall 5,
two second panels 7’, 8, defining the side walls 7, 8, in use, and two third
panels 6’, 6” which, in use, are partly superposed to define the rear wall 6.
On the outer side of the longitudinal pre-folding lines 101a, there are two
border pieces 3’, 4 interposed between the longitudinal edge 100a and
the respective longitudinal pre-folding line 101a.

The border pieces 3, 4 are crossed by a plurality of fold lines which
delimit a plurality of flaps and which allow the flaps to be superposed to
form the top wall 3 and the bottom wall 4 of the first wrapper 2.

The sheet 100 also comprises a line of weakness 9" extending between a
longitudinal edge 100a and a transverse edge 100b adjacent thereto to
delimit a corner portion 11’ of the sheet 100 which, in use, defines the
removable appendage 11 of the wrapper.

More precisely, the corner portion 11’ is delimited by the line of weakness
9, by an end portion of the aforementioned longitudinal edge 100a and by
an end portion of the aforementioned transverse edge 100b.

Preferably, the line of weakness 9 has at least a first stretch 102

extending from a longitudinal edge 100a towards the inside of the first
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panel 5 and at least a second stretch 103 extending away from the first
stretch 102 towards the transverse edge 100b.

More precisely, with reference to the embodiment illustrated in Figures 18
and 26, the second stretch 103 of the line of weakness 9’ lies entirely in
the central panels without touching the border pieces 3’, 4’.

Alternatively, with reference to Figures 8 and 12, the second stretch 103
of the line of weakness 9’ has at least one portion 103a lying in the border
piece 3’ at a predetermined distance from the corresponding longitudinal
pre-folding line 101a.

More specifically, the corner portion 11’ has at least one separating line
13’ extending between the portion 103a of the second stretch 103 and the
longitudinal edge 100a opposite thereto.

The second sheet 104, on the other hand, is made from medium- or low-
grammage paperboard.

The second sheet 104 comprises at least a first panel 16’, which in use
defines the front wall 16, a second panel 17°, which in use defines the rear
wall 17, a third panel 18, interposed between the first panel 16" and the
second panel 17" and which in use defines one side wall 18, and two end
panels 19’, 19” which are superposable to define, in use, the other side
wall 19 of the second wrapper 14.

Alternatively, with reference to Figure 28, the second sheet 104 might
comprise at least a first panel 16’, which in use defines the front wall 16, a
second panel 17°, a third panel 18, interposed between the first panel 16’
and the second panel 17’ and which in use defines one side wall 18, a
fourth panel 19" which in use defines the other side wall 19, and an end
panel 17”, where the second panel 17 and the end panel 17”7 are
superposable to define, in use, the rear wall 17 of the second wrapper 14.
The panels 16°, 17°, 17”7, 18, 19’, 19” are located one after the other
along the main direction of extension of the sheet, each being connected

to the next by a transverse fold line 105a (there are thus four transverse
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fold lines 105a) and are laterally delimited by a longitudinal fold line 105b
(there are thus two longitudinal fold lines 105b).

The sheet 104 also comprises a plurality of first protrusions 20’ projecting
from the panels 16’, 177, 18, 19°, 19” away from a respective longitudinal
fold line 105b and a plurality of second protrusions 15’ projecting from the
panels 16’, 17°, 18, 19’ 19” away from the other longitudinal fold line
105D, that is to say, located on the opposite side of the panel with respect
to the first protrusions.

The first protrusions 20’ are superposable on each other to define the top
wall 20 of the second wrapper 14.

Similarly, the second protrusions 15 are superposable on each other to
define the bottom wall 15 of the second wrapper 14.

According to the invention, the first protrusion 20’ located at the first panel
16’ has a pre-cut line or line of weakness 21’ delimiting a portion 22’
which, in use, partly defines the lift-up tongue 22.

In some embodiments (Figures 11, 19, 23), the pre-cut line or line of
weakness 21’ crosses the longitudinal fold line 105b and a U-shaped
portion of it 21” extends also into the first panel 16’

With reference to the embodiments of Figures 7 and 11, it should be
noted that the first protrusions 20’ of the second panel 17’ consist of at
least three elements, namely, a first element 29, adjacent to the third
panel 18’, a third element 106, adjacent to an end panel 19’ and a second
element 22" interposed between the other two.

Preferably, the first element 29’ and the third element 106 protrude from
the longitudinal fold line 105b for a longer stretch than the second
element 227,

Further, an extension of a first protrusion 29” of the third panel 18 away
from the longitudinal fold line 105b is substantially equal to a longitudinal
extension (that is, a thickness) of the aforementioned first element 29’.

In effect, the first element 29’ and that first protrusion 29” are shaped in
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such a way that they can be superposed on each other to define the
shoulder 29 of the packet 1 shown in Figures 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10.

In the embodiment of Figures 19, 23, 27, the first protrusions 20’ of the
second panel 17" are defined by only two elements, a first element 22’
attachable to the portion 22’ of the first protrusion 20’ of the first panel 16’,
and a second element 107 attachable to the rest of the first protrusion 20’
of the first panel 16’

Preferably, in this embodiment, the third panel 18 does not have any first
protrusion (Figures 19, 27).

Alternatively, with reference, for example, to Figure 23, the first protrusion
20’ of the third panel 18’ comprises a tab 32’ which, in use, defines a
dustproof flap protecting the cigarettes “S” in the packet of Figures 20-22.
In the embodiment illustrated, the tab 32’ has, on a top face of it, a
graphic design similar in colour and shape to the removable appendage
11 of the first wrapper 2.

Again with reference, for example, to the embodiment of Figure 28, there
is only one first protrusion 20’, defined by the element 106 located at a
predetermined distance from the third panel 18’.

The invention achieves the above mentioned aims and brings important
advantages.

Indeed, the combination of a first, pull-open inner wrapper and a second
outer wrapper with an open/close label allows obtaining a semi-rigid or
soft packet having very good sealing properties and, at the same time,
without affecting the user’s gestural habits.

Moreover, making a cut (or line of weakness) at the appendage allows
part of the first wrapper to be removed easily and without damaging the
outer wrapper.

Furthermore, making a separating line at that line of weakness makes it
possible to divide the removal of the appendage into two successive

steps, thereby avoiding damage to the shoulder, or edge, of the packet.
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CLAIMS
1. A packet for smokable articles, in particular cigarettes, being
substantially in the shape of a parallelepiped and comprising:
- a first inner wrapper (2), containing a plurality of smokable articles (S)
and having a top wall (3), a bottom wall (4), a front wall (5), a rear wall (6)
and two side walls (7, 8), where the top wall (3) is partly constituted by a
first folded flap (3a) of material overlapping a second flap (3b) of material;
- a second outer wrapper (14), superposed on the first wrapper (2) and
having a bottom wall (15), a front wall (16), a rear wall (17) and two side
walls (18, 19), each superposed on a corresponding wall of the first
wrapper (2);
characterized in that the second wrapper (14) also comprises a top wall
(20), superposed on the top wall (3) of the first wrapper (2) and having a
pre-cut line or line of weakness (21) delimiting a lift-up tongue (22)
designed to allow the smokable articles (S) to be extracted; the lift-up
tongue (22) having a pivoting side (22a) located at the rear wall (17) and
an opening side (22b) located at the front wall (16);
and in that it comprises a label (24) having:
- a first part (25) provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material
connected stably to an upper portion of the rear wall (17) of the second
wrapper (14) or to an edge of the top wall (20) adjacent to the rear wall
(17),
- a second part (26) provided with a layer of permanent adhesive material
connected stably to the lift-up tongue (22);
- a third part (27) provided with a layer of replaceable adhesive material
and, when the packet is closed, superposed on a portion of the front wall
(16) of the second wrapper (14);
- a fourth part (28), adjacent to the third part (27) and distal from the
second part (26), without adhesive material on it and defining a grip tab

(28a) by which the user can grip the label (24),
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wherein the first wrapper (2) has a line of weakness (9) extending from
the first flap (3a) towards the second flap (3b) around a portion (10) of the
top wall (3) proximal to one of the side walls (7) to define an appendage
(11) of the top wall (3) removable when pulled by a user; the lift-up tongue
(22) of the second wrapper (14) being located at least partly on top of the
removable appendage (11) of the first wrapper (2).

2. The packet according to claim 1, characterized in that the removable
appendage (11) extends partly also on the front wall (5) and on the rear
wall (6) of the first wrapper (2).

3. The packet according to either of the preceding claims, characterized in
that the lift-up tongue (22) extends also on the front wall (16) of the
second wrapper (14) to allow the smokable articles (S), in use, to be
extracted by sliding.

4. The packet according to any one of the preceding claims, characterized
in that the first wrapper (2) is made by folding a sheet (100) of wrapping
material comprising a first, outer layer of aluminium and a second, inner
layer of paper, superposed over each other.

5. The packet according to any one of the preceding claims, characterized
in that the label (24) has at least one longitudinal strip without adhesive
material and extending from the first part (25) to the fourth part (28) to
facilitate its handling in the machine.

6. The packet according to any one of the preceding claims, characterized
in that the top wall (20) of the second wrapper (14) is delimited by a first
long side (20a) and a second long side (20b), corresponding to the rear
wall (17) and front wall (16), and by a first short side (20c) and a second
short side (20d), corresponding to the side walls (18, 19); the lift-up
tongue (22) being located in the proximity of the first short side (20c) at a
predetermined distance therefrom to define, when the tongue (22) is lifted,
a shoulder (29) separating the short side (20c¢) from an opening (23) for

extracting the smokable articles (S).
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7. The packet according to claim 6, characterized in that the top wall (3) of
the first wrapper (2) is delimited by a first long side (12a) and a second
long side (12b), corresponding to the rear wall (6) and front wall (5),
respectively, and by a first short side (12c) and a second short side (12d),
corresponding to the side walls (7, 8); the removable appendage (11)
being located in the proximity of the first short side (12c) at a
predetermined distance therefrom to allow removing the appendage (11)
without damaging the separating shoulder (29) of the second wrapper
(14).

8. The packet according to claim 7, characterized in that the removable
appendage (11) is provided with a separating line (13) extending from the
line of weakness (9) away therefrom and located in the proximity of a
centre line of the top wall (3) substantially parallel to the first and second
long sides (12a, 12b).

9. The packet according to any one of claims 1 to 5, characterized in that
the top wall (20) of the second wrapper (14) is delimited by a first long
side (20a) and a second long side (20b), corresponding to the rear wall
(17) and front wall (16), respectively, and by a first short side (20c) and a
second short side (20d), corresponding to the side walls (18, 19); the lift-
up tongue (22) being partly delimited by the first short side (20c) in such a
way as to define an end portion of the top wall (20).

10. The packet according to claim 9, characterized in that in that the
removable appendage (11) of the first wrapper (2) extends mainly on the
top wall (3) and has peripheral edges on a side wall (7) and on the rear
wall (6) to facilitate its removal.

11. The packet according to claim 9 or 10, characterized in that the
second wrapper (14) has a rotatable tab (32) pivoted to one end of the
side wall (7) located at the tongue (22) and defining, when the packet is

open, a dustproof flap for protecting the smokable articles (S).
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