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(7) ABSTRACT

A novelty item comprising a simulated animal, bird, or
vertebrate comprising a head, a body, and one or more
appendages coupled to the body. The novelty item also
includes a translucent rod having a first end and a second end
where the first end of the rod is coupled to the body and the
second end is coupled to a base. The translucent rod has a
bore and one or more electromagnetic energy sources posi-
tioned within the bore. The base has one or more energy
sources electrically coupled to the one or more electromag-
netic energy sources. The novelty item also includes a
securing means coupled to the base of the novelty item.

17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
NOVELTY WITH SOLAR LIGHT

BACKGROUND

Various novelties have been developed that may be used
outdoors and having varying aspects such as a fan or spinner
that is acted upon by the wind. These novelty items are
fabricated in such a manner as to be visibly discernable
when incorporated in or with a whimsical, ornamental
representation of an animal, insect, bird, or the like. The
novelty items may have moving aspects such as a fan or
spinner when acted upon by the wind to add to the visual
enjoyment of an individual(s). While these prior novelty
devices have been useful, there remains a need for a novelty
that may be enjoyed day or night.

SUMMARY

Disclosed herein are various embodiments of a novelty
item composed of a simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate
having a head, body, and one or more appendages coupled
to the body, and a translucent rod having a first end and a
second end is coupled to the body of the simulated animal,
bird, or vertebrate. The second end of the translucent rod is
coupled to a base. The translucent rod also includes a bore
and one or more electromagnetic energy sources positioned
within the bore. According to one embodiment, the electro-
magnetic energy source is a light emitting diode. In another
embodiment, the electromagnetic energy source may be a
light bulb. The base of the novelty item includes one or more
energy sources, which are electrically coupled to the one or
more electromagnetic energy sources. The novelty item also
includes a securing means coupled to the base. In one
embodiment, the securing means is composed of a staking
structure coupled to a spacing element.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another embodiment; and
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The detailed description set forth below in connection
with the appended drawings is intended as a description of
various embodiments and is not intended to represent the
only forms in which the embodiments may be constructed
and/or utilized. However, it is to be understood that the same
or equivalent functions and sequences may be accomplished
by different embodiments that are also intended to be
encompassed within the spirit and scope of the specification.

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment of a novelty item 10.
The novelty item 10 includes a simulated animal, bird, or
vertebrate 11 having a head, body, and one or more append-
ages coupled to the body. As shown in FIG. 1, the novelty
item includes a simulated bird 11. A translucent rod 12 is
coupled to the base of the bird 11 and to a base member 14.
The rod 12 is translucent and includes a bore that extends
along the longitudinal axis of the translucent rod 12. Within
the bore of the rod 12, a plurality of electromagnetic energy
sources 13 are positioned therein. According to one embodi-
ment, the electromagnetic energy sources 13 can be light
emitting diodes, light bulbs, or a combination thereof. The
electromagnetic energy sources 13 are coupled together via
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electrical connectors 19. The electrical connectors 19 may
be wire or other coupling means known or developed in the
art.

As shown in FIG. 1, the base 14 is a generally rectangular
housing. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the base
14 may have a plurality of different shapes other than what
is depicted in FIG. 1. The base 14 may include one or more
energy sources 13. As shown in FIG. 1, the energy source 13
may be one or more solar panels 15. The solar panels 15 are
positioned at opposite ends of the base 14. In other embodi-
ments, the energy sources 13 can be one or more batteries,
a renewable energy source, a capacitor, or combination
thereof. According to one embodiment, the base 14 may
include a plurality of batteries and one or more solar panels
15. The solar panels 15 may be utilized to recharge the
batteries that are contained within the base 14. In these
various embodiments, the solar panels 15 can be coupled to
the energy sources 13 via the electrical connectors 19.

The novelty item 10 may be affixed to a surface by a
securing means. According to one embodiment, the securing
means may be composed of a staking structure 18 and a
spacing element 17. As shown in FIG. 1, the staking
structure 18 is a generally elongate structure having a
pointed end at a first end and a circular end at a second end.
The second end is adapted to engage the base 14 or the
spacing element 17. The staking structure 18 includes a
plurality of vanes that are shaped so that the staking means
18 may be easily inserted into the ground. Staking means 18
may also include a plurality of notches on one or more of the
vanes.

According to one embodiment, the spacing element 17 is
a generally cylindrical structure having an inner bore
extending along the longitudinal axis of the spacing element
17. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the spacing
element 17 may have varying lengths in order to provide
clearance between the novelty item 10 and the ground. As
shown in FIG. 1, the spacing element 17 may be coupled to
a protuberance 16 that is positioned on the bottom of the
base 14. The protuberance 16 is sized to engage the inner
wall of the spacing element 17. At the opposite of the
spacing element 17, the staking structure 18 is sized and
shaped such that it will engage the inner wall of the spacing
element 17.

In other embodiments, the staking structure 18 may be
directly secured to the bottom of the base member 14. In yet
another embodiment, the spacing element 17 may be
secured to a weighted disk or other planar surface to ensure
the novelty item 20 is standing upright in a desired location.
In yet another embodiment, the spacing element 17 may be
positioned within a bore of a hole of a fixed element or a hole
in the ground.

FIG. 2 illustrates another embodiment of a novelty item
20. The novelty item 20 includes a simulated animal, bird,
or vertebrate 23. The simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate 23
may include appendages 21 that are coupled to the body of
the simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate 23. The appendages
21 are coupled to the body of the simulated animal, bird, or
vertebrate 23 by resilient members 22. According to one
embodiment, the resilient members 22 are springs.

Like the embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 2 also includes a translucent rod 12 having
an internal bore. The translucent rod 12 houses a plurality of
electromagnetic energy sources 13 and electrical connectors
19. The electromagnetic energy sources 13 are coupled
together via the electrical connectors 19. Again like the
embodiment depicted in FIG. 1, the electromagnetic energy
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sources 13 are electrically coupled to an energy source 15
which is contained in a base housing 14.

FIG. 3 illustrates yet another embodiment of the novelty
item 30. The novelty item 30 is similar to the novelty items
10 and 20 depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2, respectively, with the
exception that the simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate 32 is
translucent. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, in
alternate embodiments, a portion of the simulated animal,
bird, or vertebrate may be opaque. As shown in FIG. 3, the
simulated bird 32 includes appendages 31 that are coupled
to the body via resilient members 22. As depicted in FIG. 3,
the appendages 31 are wings. In other embodiments, the tail
of the novelty item 30 may be coupled to the body via
resilient members 22. As those skilled in the art will appre-
ciate, depending upon the simulated animal, bird, or verte-
brate 32, one or more appendages 31 may be secured to the
body via one or more resilient members 22. Alternatively,
the appendages 31 may be directly secured to the body of the
simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate 32.

As shown in FIG. 3, a translucent rod 12 also includes a
protuberance 33 at one end. In one embodiments, the
protuberance 33 can be translucent. According to one
embodiment, an electromagnetic energy source 13 may be
positioned within the protuberance 33. Accordingly, in use,
when the electromagnetic energy source 13 is illuminated,
the body of the simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate 32 is
also illuminated.

In closing, it is to be understood that the exemplary
embodiments described herein are illustrative of the prin-
ciples of the present invention. Other modifications that may
be employed are within the scope of the invention. Thus, by
way of example, but not of limitation, alternative configu-
rations may be utilized in accordance with the teachings
herein. Accordingly, the drawings and description are illus-
trative and not meant to be a limitation thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A novelty item, comprising:

a simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate comprising a head,

a body, and one or more appendages coupled to the
body;

a translucent rod having a first end and a second end, the
first end of the rod coupled to the body and the second
end coupled to a base, the translucent rod having a bore
and one or more electromagnetic energy sources posi-
tioned within the bore;

the base having one or more energy sources, the one or
more energy sources electrically coupled to the one or
more electromagnetic energy sources; and

a securing means coupled to the base.

2. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the one or more
appendages are coupled to the body by a spring means.

3. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the simulated
animal, bird, or vertebrate is translucent.

4. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the simulated
animal, bird, or vertebrate is opaque.

5. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the one or more
electromagnetic energy sources are light emitting diodes,
light bulbs, or a combination thereof.

6. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the one or more
energy sources is a battery, a solar panel, a renewable energy
source, a capacitor, or a combination thereof.
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7. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein the securing means
comprises a staking structure coupled to a spacing element.
8. The novelty item of claim 1 wherein one electromag-
netic energy source is positioned at a first end of the

5 translucent rod.

9. A novelty item, comprising:

a simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate comprising a head,
a body, and one or more appendages coupled to the
body, wherein at least a portion of the simulated animal,
bird, or vertebrate is translucent;

a translucent rod having a first end and a second end, the
first end of the rod coupled to the body and the second
end coupled to a base, the translucent rod having a bore
and one or more electromagnetic energy sources posi-
tioned within the bore;

the base having one or more energy sources, the one or
more energy sources electrically coupled to the one or
more electromagnetic energy sources; and

a securing structure reversibly coupled to a spacing ele-
ment, wherein the spacing element is coupled to the
base.

10. The novelty item of claim 9 wherein the one or more
appendages are coupled to the body by a spring means.

11. The novelty item of claim 9 wherein the one or more
electromagnetic energy sources are light emitting diodes,
light bulbs, or a combination thereof.

12. The novelty item of claim 9 wherein one electromag-
netic energy source is positioned at a first end of the
translucent rod.

13. The novelty item of claim 9 wherein the one or more
energy sources is a battery, a solar panel, a renewable energy
source, a capacitor, or a combination thereof.

14. A novelty item, comprising:

a simulated animal, bird, or vertebrate comprising a head,

a body, and one or more appendages resiliently coupled
to the body, wherein the head, body, and one or more
appendages are translucent;

a translucent rod having a first end and a second end, the
first end of the rod coupled to the body and the second
end coupled to a base, the translucent rod having a bore
and one or more light emitting diodes (LEDs) posi-
tioned within the bore;

the base having one or more energy sources, the one or
more energy sources electrically coupled to the LEDs;
and

a securing structure reversibly coupled to a spacing ele-
ment, wherein the spacing element is coupled to the
base.

15. The novelty item of claim 14 wherein the one or more

energy sources is a battery, a solar panel, a renewable energy
source, a capacitor, or a combination thereof.

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

16. The novelty item of claim 14 wherein at least one LED

55, .
is positioned at the first end of the translucent rod.
17. The novelty item of claim 14 wherein the spacing
element is coupled to a protuberance positioned on a bottom
of the base.
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