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My invention relates to a new and useful 
device which is a combination book holder 

O 

numerals, 5 and 6 designate respectively a 

tically from the center of said base. The top 
of column 6 is cut off horizontally and has 
affixed to it a table top supporting plate 7 

and table particularly adaptable for use in 
homes, libraries, hospitals or any place where 
a person wishes to have a number of books 
open before him and other books readily 
available. . . . . " . . . My device includes a novel, collapsible and 
disappearing book holding device adapted to 
be dropped into the table pedestal and a 
slidable table top, for purposes hereinafter 
fully described and as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing, in which,-- 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved device in position to be used for hold 
ing one or more books in readable position. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of my device with 
its top in offset position, and the book-hold 
ing frame or rack folded up and being in 
seried in the hollow pedestal. . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the upper. 
part of Fig.2 looking toward the latter as 
from the right. . . . . . . . . . . - 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged top view of the pedes 
tal and the book holding frame in horizontal 

projecting from the said pedes- C 
- . . . . . . . . 7, I provide an elongated sheet metal hook 

position and 
Referring to the drawing by reference 

preferably circular base or foot piece and a 
tubular column fixed in and extending ver 

with parallel, integral and upwardly offset 
flanges edges 7F. The plate 7 has a circular 
aperture 7A. somewhat smaller than the inner 
diameter of the column 6 (see Fig. 4) and 
concentric thereof, and 7A is a notch from 

40 one side of said aperture for inserting or. 
removing a bar. 12; hereinafter fully de- - - - - 

. . . . . . . . . . for the bottom edge of a number of books, 
open or closed, and I have further provided 
back rests to hold said books up in inclined 
position. Said back rests for the books com-93 
prises a number of upright bars 15 the lower . . 

scribed. . 
8 is a table - - - - " - - - 

size, preferably about nine inches wide by 
twenty inches long and on the under side of 
which is secured transversely as at 9 two 
parallel rails 10 to slidably engage the flanges 
7F of plate 7. Thus, the top 8 may be posi 
tioned centrally over the column or moved 
out sideways to clear the opening 7A as in 

top of suitable material and 

Fig.1. The table top is of course useful in 
either position, but when it is in offset posi 
tion a certain rack device presently to be de 
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scribed is accessible in the opening 7A and 
can be pulled out to horizontal position and 
set up for holding open books in readable 
position near the column and in spaced rela 

55 

tion to the said top. Said rack comprises an 
elongated U-shaped main frame made of a 
single piece of round bar 11 the closed end 
of which is bent at an angle with relation to 
the parallel arms of said frame and on said 

00 

angular part is fixed a cross member 12 of 
less than the inside diameter of column 5. 
Said bar has upwardly directed shoulders 
11S at its opposite ends to engage the dia 
metrically opposite edges of plate 7 in its 
aperture 7A, while the loop end of frame 11 
as 1.1L in Fig. 4 engages under the circular 

flat bar material and of a length slightly 
05 

flange formed in plate 7 between its aperture 
and the column 5, simultaneously as the 

bar 12 engages the edges of the aperture 7A. 
and the horizontal parts of the bars 11 rest. 
on plate 7 and project outwardly therefrom. 
On said parts of bars 11, exteriorly of plate 
Support 13 of Z-shape in cross section, one 
flange of which is beaded to one of the par 
allel bars 11 and the other flange bearing 

75 

80 
against and suitably secured to the near side 
of the adjacent bar 11 and said support 13 
extending the length of said bars and a cross 
member 14 reenforcing the outer extremity 
of the rack and having preferably a notch 14N 
to serve as a finger hold or catch (see Fig. 1). 
The web of said support is in a downwardly 
and rearwardly directed plane and desig 

front bar. 11. The web 13W serves as a rest 
nated as 13W in Fig. 1; 13F is the rear flange 
and 13F the front flange, beaded around the 90 

3 

ends of which are pivoted to flange 13F and 
an end upright 15A held upright in a pocket 

near the member 14. The upper ends of the 14 
16 resembling a stake pocket and fixed to 13F 

lji) 
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... members 15-15A are all connected pivotally 
by a sectional bar 17. Said uprights 15 
15A and bars 17 being all in a common rear 
wardly inclined plane it is obvious that they 
serve as back rests for books placed on the 

is ledge 13W. 18 are auxiliary book or pamphlet holding 
means, comprising pairs of metal bars pivot: 
ally secured in pairs to bar 17 as at 19 and . 
said pairs of bars in spaced relation to each 

10 other. Each said pair of bars it will be 
readily understood are one bar on each side 
of bar 17 and both adapted to be swung to 
upright position and as they are preferably. 
made of spring bar stock it is obvious that 

...they are readily adapted for holding a book 
let, pamphlet or the like, designated 20, in 
upright plane and above the books (not 
shown) supported on 13W and propped up. 
by the bracket member 15-17. . . . . . . . . 

20 2. is a row of upwardly directed projec 
tions in the upper front part of web. 13W, 
preferably struck up of the metal therein and 
serving as obstructions to prevent leaves of 

2 CE book on the back from springing out 
The entire book-holding rack is readily col 

lapsed as follows: . . . . . . 
First, prop. 15A is withdrawn upwardly 

from the pocket 16, then it (15A) and its ad 

members are swung down with props 15 to lie 
flat within the angle of flange 13F and web. 

a 13W (see A in Fig. 4). Then the operator 
grasps the bar 14 and raises the entire (folded). book holding rack to vertical position (see 
Fig. 2) concentric over aperture A and low 
ers it into the column. The rack should of and the balance of the rack member extends 

40 course be of such dimensions and proportions 
that (when folded) it will readily slide down 
into the tubular column and come to rest with 
the finger hold bar 14 accessible in the aper 
ture 7A. With the book rack thus placed out 

45. position concentrically over the column 5 com 
pletely covering the plate 7. It will further 
be readily understood that the book rack of 
my device may be swung to various angles, in 

so a horizontal plane, while resting on plate 
and said variable positions being limited only 
by the size of said plate . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The use of my device has been fully re yealed in the foregoing description. It might 

55 be stated further, however, that it has a mul tiplicity of uses, particularly as stated, in 
homes, libraries affrospitals and in the lat 
ter places may be s combination meal 
tray holder and reaftig rack. Variations in 

60 construction may also be incorporated with out departing from the scope and spirit of the 
invention. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

35 a uitable base, 

joining bar 17 are folded together and parallel 
to the next section of bar 17, after which these 

of the way the board 8 can be moved over to: - 
common plane or folded downwardly sele . . . . . . 
tively to folded position within the base plate, 
and-finger engaging means on the outer end 

forth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

: In testimony whereof affix, my signature. 
in reading stand of the class described, 
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vertically on said base, a horizontal two-rail 
plate fixed on top of said column and having 
an aperture over the top opening of said col 
umn but smaller than said latter opening, a table top mounted to be slidably guided in to 
horizontal plane on said rail-plate, a book 
holding rack adapted to be retained in Said 
hollow column and to be slidably removable 
therefrom, and means for holding said rack 
with its base in horizontal position and out- 15 
wardly from the column, and collapsible book 
supporting and resting means on said rack, 

2. The structure specified in claim 1 in 
which, said book holding rack comprises an 
elongated U-shaped frame support an elon- 80 
gated base plate on said U-frame and of ap 
proximately Z-shape in cross section, said 
means, for holding the book rack horizontally 
comprising a cross-member fixed on the arms . 
of said U-frame near its closed end and said '85 . . . 
member having at each end a shoulder to en 
gage the metal of the rail plate underneath its 
aperture when the adjacent parts of the U- ". . . . . . 
frame outwardly thereof rest on the rail plate. 
and the rack member extends simultaneously 90 
outwardly and horizontally therefrom. . . . . 

3. The structure specified in claim 1 in 
which said book holding rack comprises an 
elongated U-shaped frame support, an elon 
gated base plate on said U-frame, and of ap: 95 
proximately, Z-shape in cross section, Said. . . . 
means for holding the book rack horizontally 
comprising a cross member fixed on the arms 
of said U-frame near its closed end and said. member having at each end a shoulder to en- 100 
gage the metal of the railplate underneath its 
aperture when the adjacent parts of the U 
frame outwardly thereof rest on the rail plate 
simultaneously outwardly and horizontally. 105. 
therefron, said collapsible book rest means 
comprising a series of pivotally connected 
bars, a number of said bars pivotally con 
nected to an upright flange of said base plate, 
said bars arranged to be swung upwardly in a 

of said rack. . . . . . 
4. The structure specified in claim. 1 in 

which said collapsible means providing a 
book rest, comprises a quadrangular frame of... 
pivotally connected bars also pivotally con 
nected to the base of the rack to be swung into, 
operative position upwardly from said plate, 
in an inclined plane and further rest means. . . comprising pairs of flat bars pivotally fixed 
to the uppermost bars of said quadrangular 
frame and arranged to be extended upwardly, 125 
from said frame in pairs, for the purpose set 
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