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To cell avlon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM E. SPARKs, of New 

Iaven, in the county of New Haven and State of Con 
necticut, have invented a new Improvement in Thumb 
Latches; and I do hereby declare the following, when 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings 
and the letters of reference marked thereon, to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the same, and 
which said drawings constitute part of this specifica 
tion, and Irepresent in— 

Figue 1, a side view; 
Figure 2, a view of the operative nechanism set for 

a- right-hand door; and in 
Figure 3, set for a left-hand door. 
This invention relates to an improvement in that 

class of mortise latelles which is constructed to be 
operated by the thumb-piece or lever extending through 
the door, the olject being to adapt the latch to either 
a right or left-hand door; and 
The invention consists in pivoting the yoke to the 

latch-spindle, so that it may be turned toward either 
edge of the lock-case, and the arrangement of the lever 
in connection with the said yoke, so that the lever 
may be transferred from one edge to the other of the 
case to reverse the action. 
A is tle latch-case; 
B, the latch-bolt; and 
C and D recesses cut in opposite edges of the case 

through which the thumb-piece passes. 

E is one arm, and F the other arm of a lever ar 
ranged within the case upon a pivot, a, as seen in fig. 
2, so that the arm E lies in the recess D in the case, 
and when the thumb-lever is raised it will raise the 
arm, as denoted in broken lines. 
G is a yoke, pivoted to the spindle H of the latch 

bolt, so as to be turned from the position denoted in 
fig. 2 to that denoted in broken lines in the same fig 
ure, so as to be in connection with the arm F. There 
fore, when the lever is raised it draws in the latch-bolt, 
as denoted in broken lines. 
To reverse the latch, as for a left-hand door, re 

move the lever from its pivot or fulcrum a, turn the 
yoke Gover, as denoted in broken lines fig. 2, and as 
seen in fig. 3; then reset the lever on the pivot d, 
which brings the arm E into the opposite recess C, 
and consequently reverses the operation of the latch. 

I claim aus my invention— 
The yoke G pivoted to the latch-bolt IB, so as to be 

turned to opposite sides, combined with the levers E 
F, constructed to be set in position on the fulcras a 
or d, as the case may be, for the purpose of reversing 
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the action of the latch-bolt, substantially as set forth. 

  


