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(57) Abrégée/Abstract:

A garment drying apparatus including upper and lower housings with an expandable and collapsible wall extending therebetween.
The apparatus may include at least one support pole and/or bracket to support the upper housing to expand the wall. The upper
and lower housings may Include openings to slidably receive ends of the at least one support pole and/or bracket. A blower
assembly can be located within the lower housing configured to circulate air through one or more vents, wherein when the wall is In
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(57) Abrege(suite)/Abstract(continued):
an expanded position, the blower assembly circulates air through the one or more vents and into the chamber to dry and press the
garment.
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ABSTRACT

0031} A garment drying apparatus including upper and lower housings with an
expandable and collapsible wall extending therebetween. The apparatus may include at least one
support pole and/or bracket to support the upper housing to expand the wall. The upper and
lower housings may include openings to slidably receive ends of the at least one support pole
and/or bracket. A blower assembly can be located within the lower housing configured to
circulate air through one or more vents, wherein when the wall is in an expanded position, the
blower assembly circulates air through the one or more vents and into the chamber to dry and

press the garment.
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GARMENT DRYING APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

0001] The present invention generally relates to a garment drying apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present invention generally relates to a garment drying apparatus which may
be used in homes, apartments, hotels, motels, etc.

10003} Washing machines may, in some instances, shrink and/or damage “drip-dry” or
“permanent press” garments. Therefore, it may be necessary to wash these garments by hand.
These garments may then be dried via exposure to the atmosphere using various methods (e.g.,
hanging garments over towel bars, shower curtain rods, clotheslines, etc.). However, frequently,
there is not adequate room to dry the garments and/or the process itself may take too much time.
[0004] For these reasons, there is a need for a garment drying apparatus, which dries
garments quickly, and is especially suitable for use in the home and/or during travel. Such an
apparatus may be suitable for easy storage in the home, for use as an extra item carried by
travelers, and/or as an extra appliance offered for use by a hotel or motel.

[0005] It is therefore a primary object of this invention to provide a new garment drying
apparatus. Another object of this invention is to provide a garment drying apparatus especially
suited for use in quickly drying a limited number of garments. Still another object of this
invention is to provide an improved garment drying apparatus which may be collapsed to a

compact configuration when not in use, making it easy to store and/or transport.



CA 02630278 2008-05-02

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
[0006] The present invention generally relates to a garment drying apparatus.
[0007] Embodiments of the present invention may include at least one support pole, an

upper housing including at least one opening to slidably receive an end of the at least one support
pole, and a lower housing including at least one opening for receiving the other end of the
support pole. An expandable and collapsible wall can interconnect the housings to form a
chamber in an expanded position for receiving a garment therein. The wall may have a sealing
member to selectively open and close the chamber. A blower assembly may be located within
the lower housing to circulate air through one or more vents, wherein when the wall 1s in the
expanded position, the blower assembly circulates air through the one or more vents and into the
chamber to dry and press the garment.

[0008] Other embodiments of the present invention may include at least one support
bracket configured for mounting on a door, an upper housing including at least one opening to
slidably receive an end of the at least one bracket therein, and a lower housing. An expandable
and collapsible wall can interconnect the housings to form a chamber in an expanded position for
receiving a garment therein. The wall may have a sealing member to selectively open and close
the chamber. A blower assembly may be located within the lower housing to circulate air
through one or more vents, wherein when the wall is in the expanded position, the blower
assembly circulates air through the one or more vents and into the chamber to dry and press the

garment.
10009} The invention may be embodied by numerous other apparatuses, methods, and

systems comprising features of multiple embodiments. The description provided herein, when
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taken in conjunction with the annexed drawings, discloses examples of the invention. Other

embodiments, which incorporate some or all steps as taught herein, are also possible.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Referring to the drawings, which form a part of this disclosure:
[0011] FIG. 1 is a front view of a garment drying apparatus in a closed position as may

be employed in accordance with certain embodiments of the present invention;

[0012] FIG. 2 is a rear view of the apparatus of FIG. 1 in an expanded position;
10013] FIG. 3 is a front view of the apparatus of FIG. 2;
[0014] FIGS. 4a-c are plan views of the apparatus of FIG. 1 and FIG. 4d is a side view of

the apparatus of FIG. 1 in an expanded position;

[0015] FIG. 5 is an exploded view of a blower assembly as may be employed with
certain embodiments of the present invention; and

[0016] FIGS. 6-7 are front and side views of a garment drying apparatus in an expanded

position as may be employed in accordance with other embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

10017} The present invention generally relates to garment drying. Referring initially to
FIG. 1, a garment drying apparatus 10 as may be employed with certain embodiments of the
present invention is shown in the closed position. Turning to FIGS. 2-3, these figures show the
apparatus of FIG. 1 1n an expanded position.

j0018] As can be seen in FIGS. 1-3, the garment drying apparatus 10 includes upper and

lower housings 20, 22, a pair of support poles 12 extending therebetween, and an expandable and
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collapsible wall 14 interconnecting the housings 20, 22 to form a chamber for receiving a

garment therein.

[0019] FIG. 2 illustrates the pair of support poles 12. These support poles 12 may be
telescoping and/or otherwise adjustable. Although a pair of support poles 12 are shown 1n this
example, any number of support poles 12 may be used.

[0020] FIGS. 2-3 illustrate a wall 14. This wall 14, which may be expandable and
collapsible, interconnects the housings 20, 22 to form a chamber for receiving the garment
therein. The wall 14 may have a sealing member 16 to selectively open and close the chamber.
For instance, in the embodiments shown, the sealing member 16 is a zipper; however, other
arrangements may be used. Also in the example shown, the wall 14 may be connected to the
housings 20, 22 via stitching. Although stitching is used in this example, any suitable method
may be used including, but not limited to, buttons.

[0021] Turning to FIGS. 4a-d, these figures illustrate various views of the upper and
lower housings 20, 22. For example, as seen in FIGS. 4c-d, one of the housings 20, 22 may have
a flange 24, while the other housing has a fastener 26 for mechanically affixing the housings 20,
22 together in the closed position.

[0022] The upper and lower housings 20, 22 may also include openings to slidably
receive respective ends of the support poles 12 therein. For example, FIG. 4a illustrates
openings 27 on the upper housing 20, while FIG. 5 illustrates openings 28 on the lower housing
22. Although in the examples shown, a pair of support poles 12 are used, any number of support
poles 12 may be used including a single pole.

10023] Detent mechanisms, as are well known in the art, may be located on the upper and

lower housings 20, 22 configured to temporarily fix the support poles 12 with respect to the
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housings 20, 22. Detent mechanisms may also be placed on the support poles 12 themselves for
temporarily fixing the support poles 12 with respect to the housings 20, 22.

0024] As seen in FIGS. 4a, c, the upper housing 20 may be provided with a handle 29 to
assist with, for instance, carrying the apparatus in the closed position and moving the apparatus
in the open position. The upper housing 20 may also be provided with a bracket, such as on an
inner surface thereof, configured for supporting a garment hanger within the chamber formed by
the wall 14.

[0025] Turning now to FIGS. 4b, d, it can be appreciated by certain embodiments of the
present invention that the lower housing 22 may also include a retractable power cord 338
electrically connected to the blower assembly 30 (FIG. 5). In addition, to facilitate air tlow, the
lower housing 22 can have feet 40 for elevating the blower assembly 30 (FIG. 5). Moreover, the
feet may also assist in providing an inclined surface on the lower housing 22. For example, a
portion of the lower housing 22 may be inclined to facilitate the removal of water (e.g., water
that collects when drying a garment).

[0026] FIG. 5 is an exploded view of the blower assembly 30 of the lower housing. The
blower assembly 30 may be used for circulating atr which dries and presses the garments. Any
electro-mechanical blower assembly 30 as is well known in the art may be used. For example,
the blower assembly 30 may generally include a fan 32, a motor assembly 33, and one or more
vents 34 for circulating air therethrough. Accordingly, when the wall 1s an expanded position 1n
some embodiments, the blower assembly can draw air in through vents 36 (FIG. 4b) and exhaust
air out through vents 34 (FIG. 5) to circulate air through the chamber to dry and press the

garment received therein. This venting arrangement is merely exemplary and other arrangements

may be used.
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[0027] FIG. 5 also shows that the lower housing 22 may be provided with a control
assembly 42. Any control assembly 42 as is well known in the art may be used. For example,
the control assembly 42 may include air flow and temperature control switches.

10028] FIGS. 6-7 show another embodiment of the garment drying apparatus as may be
employed in accordance with certain embodiments of the present invention. This embodiment 1s
identical to that of the one described with reference to FIGS. 1-5 herein above, except support
brackets 644 may be used to expand the wall 614. For example, support brackets 644 may be
connected with apertures 627 located on the upper housing 620. The support brackets 644 may
be hinged 646 and/or may have at least one notch (not shown) configured to cooperate with a
detent mechanism of the upper housing 620. Any number of support brackets 644 may be used
including a single support bracket. The support brackets 644 may have an L-shaped flange 648
on one end configured for mounting on an object such as a door or the like. It is contemplated by
embodiments of the present invention that the support brackets 644 may be mounted on any
suitable object that enables expansion of the wall 614 a suitable distance between the upper and
lower housings 620, 622.

[0029] While various embodiments have been described, other embodiments are
possible. It should be understood that the foregoing descriptions of various examples of the
garment drying apparatus are not intended to be limiting, and any number of modifications,
combinations, and alternatives of the examples may be employed.

[0030] The examples described herein are merely illustrative, as numerous other
embodiments may be implemented without departing from the spirit and scope of the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention. Moreover, while certain features of the invention may be

shown on only certain embodiments or configurations, these features may be exchanged, added,
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and removed from and between the various embodiments or configurations while remaining
within the scope of the invention. Likewise, methods described and disclosed may also be

performed in various sequences, with some or all of the disclosed steps being performed 1n a
different order than described while still remaining within the spirit and scope of the present

invention.
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What is claimed is:
1. A garment drying apparatus, comprising:

at least one support pole;

an upper housing including an opening for receiving an end of the at least one support
pole;

a lower housing including at least one aperture for receiving the other end of the at least
one support pole;

an expandable and collapsible wall interconnecting the housings to form a chamber in a
expanded position for receiving a garment therein, the wall having a sealing member to
selectively open and close the chamber; and

a blower assembly located within the lower housing configured to circulate air through
one or more vents,

wherein when the wall is in the expanded position, the blower assembly circulates air

through the one or more vents and into the chamber to dry and press the garment.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

a retractable power cord electrically connected to the blower assembly.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:
one or more detent mechanisms located on the upper housing configured to temporarily

fix the at least one support pole with respect to the upper housing.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising:

at least one detent mechanism located on the lower housing configured to temporarily fix

the at least one support pole with respect to the lower housing.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least one support pole is adjustable.

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein one of the upper and lower housings has a flange and
the other housing has a fastener for mechanically affixing the housings when the wall 1s in a

contracted position.

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the lower housing has at least one foot for elevating the

blower assembly.

8. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the wall is interconnected to the housings via stitching.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the upper housing has a support member configured for

supporting a garment hanger.

10. A garment drying apparatus, comprising:

at least one support bracket having an end configured for mounting on a door;

an upper housing including at least one opening to slidably receive an end of the at least
one support bracket;

a lower housing;
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an expandable and collapsible wall interconnecting the upper and lower housings to form
a chamber in an expanded position for receiving a garment therein, the wall having a sealing
member to selectively open and close the chamber; and

a blower assembly located within the lower housing configured to circulate air through

one or more vents,

wherein when the wall is in the expanded position, the blower assembly circulates air

through the one or more vents and into the chamber to dry and press the garment.

11.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the at least one support bracket is hinged.

12.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the at least one support bracket has at least one notch

configured to cooperate with a detent mechanism located within the upper housing.

13.  The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising:

a retractable power cord electrically connected to the blower assembly.

14. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising:
at least one detent mechanism located on the upper housing configured to temporarily fix

the at least one support bracket with respect to the upper housing.

15.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein one of the upper and lower housings has a flange and

the other housing has a fastener for mechanically affixing the housings when the wall 1s 1n a

contracted position.

10
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16.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the lower housing has at least one foot for elevating

the blower assembly.

17.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the wall 1s interconnected to the housings via
stitching.
18.  The apparatus of claim 10 wherein upper housing has a support member configured for

supporting a garment hanger.

11



CA 02630278 2008-05-02

SHegT 1o0F Y

Gowling Lafleur Henderson LL!



CA 02630278 2008-05-02

131728. Y060 60 !

i v
1

|

4o
£r6. ¥d

SHERT 2 6F Y

Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLF



CA 02630278 2008-05-02

1372F Y0606 0

30

SHeer 3 oF

Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLE



CA 02630278 2008-05-02

/3728 Yo 6060/

SHEeT Y OF Y

Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLF



- - S B e e




	Page 1 - abstract
	Page 2 - abstract
	Page 3 - abstract
	Page 4 - description
	Page 5 - description
	Page 6 - description
	Page 7 - description
	Page 8 - description
	Page 9 - description
	Page 10 - description
	Page 11 - claims
	Page 12 - claims
	Page 13 - claims
	Page 14 - claims
	Page 15 - drawings
	Page 16 - drawings
	Page 17 - drawings
	Page 18 - drawings
	Page 19 - abstract drawing

