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ROADWAY DELINEATOR FOR NEW 
JERSEY-TYPE CONCRETE BARRIERS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a roadway 
delineator and particularly to a roadway delineator that can 
be fitted to the side wall of a New Jersey-type concrete 
barrier of various shapes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

New Jersey-type barriers are well known. They are lon 
gitudinally extending cast concrete Structures typically used 
as median dividers to Separate opposing traffic in roadwayS. 
In cross-section, the barriers have a broad, flat base and a 
Vertical wall that tapers from wide to narrow Starting at the 
base. These barriers are also used to protect construction 
crews working on the roadway. 

During bad weather, road markings defining the edge of 
the roadway may not be visible to the motorist, especially 
when it is night and raining when the glare from the 
headlights could obscure the reflective road markings. 
Consequently, when a motorist loses Sight of the edge of the 
road and veers off the pavement, he could conceivably hit 
the wide base of the barrier. Without the aid of markers, it 
would be hard to figure where the road ends and the barrier 
begins. 

There is, therefore, a need to provide reflectors on the Side 
walls of New Jersey-type barriers to delineate the extent of 
the lower portion of the barriers to alert the driver where the 
barrier begins even during bad weather when road markings 
defining the edge of the roadway may not be visible. 

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
roadway delineator for attachment to the side wall of a New 
Jersey-type concrete barrier to define the Side wall and the 
base of the barrier under normal and inclement weather. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
roadway delineator that can be fitted to various shapes of the 
side walls of the New Jersey-type barriers. 

In Summary, the present invention provides a roadway 
delineator comprising first and Second reflectors, a pivot 
joining respective one ends of the first and Second reflectors, 
and the first and Second reflectors have first and Second tabs, 
respectively, for attachment to a side wall of a barrier. 

The present invention also provides a roadway delineator, 
comprising first and Second longitudinal reflectors joined 
together at respective one ends, tab Secured to at least one of 
the first and Second longitudinal reflectors for attachment to 
a side wall of a roadway barrier; and the first and Second 
longitudinal reflectors are disposed at an angle relative to 
each. 

These and other objects of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a roadway delineator made 
in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the delineator of FIG. 
1, showing the upper and lower reflectors in alignment. 

FIG. 3 is a right edge view of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a bottom edge view of FIG. 3. 
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2 
FIG. 5 is an fragmentary enlarged cross-section view 

taken along lines 5-5 and 5'-5'in FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

A roadway delineator R made in accordance with the 
present invention is disclosed in FIG. 1. The delineator R is 
shown attached to the side wall 2 of New Jersey-type barrier 
3. The barrier 3 includes a wide base 5 from which the side 
wall 2 extends upwardly in a tapered manner. The croSS 
Sectional shape or profile of the Side wall 2 may vary in 
various areas of the country, although the general shape of 
a wide base and a narrow wall remains the same. 

The delineator R has an upper reflector 4 and a lower 
reflector 6 joined in a pivoting manner with pivot 8 at their 
respective ends 10. The surface of the reflectors 4 and 6 that 
face the traffic are covered with standard retro-reflective 
sheeting 12 (see FIG. 5). The pivot 8 allows the reflectors 4 
and 6 to rotate relative to each other from 0 to 360 to allow 
the delineator to be fitted to differently angled side walls. 
The ends 10 are preferably semi-circular and the pivot 8 
disposed on the center of the Semi-circle So that no edges 
protrude from the ends 10 when the reflectors 4 and 6 are 
rotated. The opposite ends 14 of the reflectors 4 and 6 are 
pointed to direct the driver to where the road ends and the 
barrier begins with respect to the end 14 of the lower 
reflector 6. Both the reflectors 4 and 6 are longitudinally 
shaped to advantageously help the driver visualize the 
contour of the side wall of the barrier. 

Tabs 16 are each located at the respective ends 14. The 
tabs 16 are used for affixing the delineator to the barrier side 
wall by Standard means, Such as with nails, Screws, bolts, 
epoxies, etc. The tabs 16 are preferably integral with the 
respective reflectors 4 and 6 and are cut from the Same sheet 
material. The tabs are shown rectangular; however, they may 
be of any shape. Although the tabs 16 are shown disposed 
perpendicular to the plane of the reflectors 4 and 6, their 
orientation may be changed to Suit the needs of the particular 
Situation. 

The reflectors 4 and 6 are preferably identical in shape for 
ease of manufacture. 

The delineator R is useful in defining the side walls of the 
barrier where it is used in primary and Secondary roads. By 
affixing the delineator R to the side walls of the barrier, with 
the reflective surfaces 12 facing the traffic, the lower and 
upper portions of the barrier are defined, providing a higher 
state of road definition. In bad weather situations when road 
markings may not be visible, Such when it is night and 
raining when headlight glare on wet roads can Sometimes 
obliterate the road markings or when Snow covers the road 
markings, the delineator R provides greater visibility by 
highlighting the general shape of the barrier Side walls and 
pointing to the edge of the base, thereby providing Safer 
driving conditions. The driver is then better able to gauge his 
distance from the barrier. The pivot 8 allows the reflectors 4 
and 6 to hinge or rotate relative to each other So that it may 
be fitted properly to the side walls of the barrier, regardless 
of its specific profile. Thus, the delineator R is not limited to 
a specific shape of the barrier. 
The reflectors 4 and 6 are preferably fabricated from 

aluminum sheet which is cut to shape, including the tabs 16. 
After the reflectors 4 and 6 are cut to shape, the tabs 16 are 
bent So that they are perpendicular to the face of the 
reflectors. Other materials, Such as plastic, may also be used. 
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While this invention has been described as having pre 
ferred design, it is understood that it is capable of further 
modification, uses and/or adaptations following in general 
the principle of the invention and including Such departures 
from the present disclosure as come within known or 
customary practice in the art to which the invention pertains, 
and as may be applied to the essential features Set forth, and 
fall within the scope of the invention or the limits of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A roadway delineator, comprising: 
a) first and Second reflectors; 
b) a pivot joining respective one ends of Said first and 

Second reflectors to allow Said first and Second reflec 
tors to rotate relative to each other about Said pivot to 
facilitate fitting Said reflectors to a side wall of a barrier; 

c) said first and Second reflectors having first and Second 
tabs, respectively, for attachment to the Side wall of the 
barrier; 

d) Said tabs are transverse to said first and Second reflec 
torS. 

2. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) said first and Second reflectors are longitudinal. 
3. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) Said first and Second reflectors include retro-reflective 

sheeting. 
4. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) said first and Second reflectors are identical in shape. 
5. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) said one ends are half-circular in shape. 
6. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) Said first and Second reflectors include other ends 

opposite Said one ends, and 
b) said other ends are pointed in shape. 
7. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) Said first and Second reflectors include other ends 

opposite Said one ends, and 
b) said tabs are disposed at Said other ends. 
8. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) said tabs are rectangular in shape. 
9. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) Said tabs are integral with said first and Second reflec 

torS. 

10. A roadway delineator as in claim 1, wherein: 
a) said tabs extend in opposite directions away from 

respective Said first and Second reflectors. 
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11. A roadway delineator, comprising: 
a) first and Second longitudinal reflectors joined together 

at respective one ends, 
b) tab Secured to at least one of Said first and Second 

longitudinal reflectors for attachment to a Side wall of 
a roadway barrier; 

c) said first and Second longitudinal reflectors are dis 
posed relative to each other at an angle greater than 
Zero when installed to the side wall; 

d) said tabs are transverse to said first and Second reflec 
torS. 

12. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) said first and Second longitudinal reflectors are joined 

together by a pivot. 
13. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) said first and Second longitudinal reflectors include 

respective tabs. 
14. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) Said first and Second reflectors are identical in shape. 
15. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) Said one ends are half-circular in shape. 
16. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) said first and Second reflectors include other ends 

opposite Said one ends, and 
b) said other ends are pointed in shape. 
17. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) said first and Second reflectors include other ends 

opposite Said one ends, and 
b) said tabs are disposed at Said other ends. 
18. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) Said tabs are rectangular in shape. 
19. A roadway delineator as in claim 11, wherein: 
a) Said tabs are integral with said first and Second reflec 

torS. 
20. A roadway delineator, comprising: 
a) first and Second reflectors; 
b) a pivot joining respective one ends of Said first and 

Second reflectors to allow Said first and Second reflec 
tors to rotate relative to each other about Said pivot to 
facilitate fitting Said reflectors to a side wall of a barrier; 

c) said first and Second reflectors having first and Second 
tabs, respectively, for attachment to the Side wall of the 
barrier; and 

d) said tabs are rectangular in shape. 
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