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My invention relates to what are commer-
cially. known as. posting trays designed for
holding. a- plurality of ledger sheets in. ver-

tical position to facilitate reference thereto:

8 and posting thereon of records. of any de-
scription.’ T
It is a purpose of my invention to.provide

a; posting. tray of the above described char- .

acter having ledger sheet supporting mem-
10 bers which are adjustable and separable one
“to. thie: other whereby the sheets can be re-

moved. for posting,. separated. without re-
moval-for reference purposes,. and. seciirely
clamped’ together. when. the fray is not. in
use; thus: affording a. protecting means and
support for the sheets.. -~~~ . .

L awill deseribe only one:form of posting
tray-embodying my-invention, and. will then
point .out the: novel features thereof in
claims.. e nl : '

In the accompanying drawings -

Figure 1.'is.a view showing in vertical
longitudinal. section one form of posting
tray. embodying - my-invention;

25 . Fignre.2.1s a vertical sectional view taken

on. the: line. 2—2 of ‘Figure. 1;. , ,

. Figyres. 8. and; 4 are views showing in

side elevation and.partly in seetion two po-

sitions and. uses of the sheet clamping means

30 embodied in. the posting tray shown in the
preceding views; = T

~Rigure 5 is a-fragmentary sectional view
taken on the line 5—5 of Figure 1; _

Figure 6 is:a detail perspective view of
the: movable: portion. of one of theé . sheet
clamping- members embodied in the tray
shown. in the preceding views. _
_Similar, reference characters refer to simi-
lar. parts.in each of the several views of the
drawing, o S

Referring specifically to the drawings,

-and. particularly to Figures 1 and 2; I have
‘here shown a.base B formed:of sheet metal
or other: suitable material: and. includi g 8
-bottom .15 supported on. legs: 16 and. pro-
vided: with an: up-turned. flange 17 to which
are-seeured:sides.18; a front 19 and a top 20
having. a depending portion.21 constituting
the back wall of the base.and.which is se-
cured: to-the flange 17. The top 20 coristi-
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tutes the :floor. of the tray upon which the -

ledger sheets are adapted to be supported,
and. this top is provided at its forward edge
with an upstanding lip that co-operates with
another lip formed on the front wall 19 to- 55
provide a stationary plate 22 which is in-
clined as shown. The top 20 is formed cen-
trally with a longitudinally extending slot
20* 1n which a standard 93 is mounted to
slide longitudinally with respect to the floor 60
20.. The lower end of the standard 2318
formed with a sleeve 24 which is interiorly .
threaded to receive and engage a screw
threaded shaft 25 arranged beneath the floor

20 ‘and having its vear end rotatably and es
detachably associated ~with " a suitable’ sup-
port 26. The forward'end of the screw shaft

25 is rotatably mounted in a bearing plate

.27, and this plate is formed with ‘an opening

whicli registers with an opening in the front g
wall: 19 of the base so as to permit.a socket

28 of a crank 29 to be appliedto the shaft
to. receive a head 80 on the forward end:of

the shaft, whereby the shaft can be man-

ually rotated by -the crank. The crank can 04

be detaclied from the shaft when not in use.
Riveted or otherwise secured to the stand-

ard 28 is a plate 81, the standard and plate

constituting the back member of a clamping
device for supporting a stack of ledger gg
sheets in .inclined position. For the pur-
pose of reinforcing the back plate 31 an
angle bar 82 is secured to the plate and ar-
ranged in spanning: relation to the stand-
ard, as clearly shown in Figure 2. The gz
sleeve 24, as shown in Figure 92, is provided
with extensions 33 which contact with the
under. side of the floor 20 at opposite edges -

~of the slot' 20* in serving to maintain the

standard 23 and the
right position. =~ - .
The remainder of the sheet clamping de- -
vice includes-a_stationary  plate 22 and a
movable  plate- 34, the latter being formed

plate 81 in rigid up- g¢¢

-at its lower edge with tongues 85 (Figure5) g5
“whichare removably fitted in transverse slots

36 formed in the floor 20 and at points adja-
cent: the stationary plate 22 in order that
the latter may function to support the mov-
able plate in-the.inclined position shown in 106
Figure 1. In this position of the plate 24 it
is disposed in diverging relation with respect



~ to the plate 3. The plate 34 is also capable

plate 22 so that the two co-act with the

of occupying another position in which it is
parallel to the plate 31, as clearly shown in
Figure 4. In this position of the plate the
tongues 85 are removed from the slots 86, and
the plate lies contiguous to the stationary
back

~ plate 31 in firmly clamping the ledger sheets
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 sheets of the stack, and at
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tray.
_use, they may be firmly

“tray from place to place,

in stacked formation.

In operation, the back member including
the plate 31 and the standard 23 can be ad-
justed longitudinally of the floor 20 by =a
rotation of the shaft 25, the sleeve 24 being
thus actuated through the threads so as to
be moved longitudinally of the shaft and to
thereby effect a corresponding adjustment
of the back member of the clamping device.
With the back member in the position
shown in Figure 1, and the movable plate
34 occupying a diverging position with re-
spect to the back member, it will be clear
that the stacked sheets illustrated can be
readily separated to permit the withdrawal
of the sheets for posting purposes. It will
be understood that the entire stack of sheets
is normally supported in inclined position
by the back member of the clamping device
be moved singly or in
groups to the movable plate 34 and retained
h such position by virtue of the inclina-
tion of such plate. - .

When it is desired to refer to any of the
the same time. to
secure the sheets against removal or disar-
rangement, the back member can. be ad-
vanced by manipulation of the shaft to the
position shown in Figure 1, wherein the
stack of sheets is forced into. clamping en-
gagement with respect to the stationary
plate 22, and the sheets thus held at their
lower marginal edges to permit flexing. of
the same as illustrated. It will be under-
stood that in this use of the posting tray
the movable plate 34 is removed from the
When the ledger sheets are mot in
clamped in stacked
relation” as illustrated in Figure 4 by inter-
posing the movable plate 34 between the
stationary plate 22 and the ‘stack of sheets

‘so that by, advancing the back member in

the direction of the stationary plate, the
cheets will be firmly clamped between the
plates 31 and 34. ,

In order to facilitate movement of the
the side walls 18
are formed with hand openings 37, which
allow the gripping of the base, as will be

~ understood. It is to be particularly noted
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that the side walls 18 are extended above
the floor 20 so that they co-operate with the
clamping device in preventing ‘Jateral dis-
placement of the sheets from the stack.
‘Although I have herein shown and de-
scribed only one form of posting tray em-
bodying my invention, it is to be understood

1,663,198

that various changes and modifications may

be made herein without departing from the

spirit of the invention and the

scope of the appended claims. -
What T claim is:

1. A posting tray comprising a base, a

spirit and .
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back plate in inclined position on-the- base -

to support stacked sheets approximately. ver--

tically thereon, a front plate supported on
and removable from the base, a stationary
plate on the base, and means for moving the
back plate on the base toward or away from
the front and stationary plates.

2. A posting tray as embodied in claim
1, wherein the stationary plate is disposed in
parallelism to the back plate and is'adapted
to maintain the front plate in a ‘correspond-
ing position when the back plate is moved
forwardly to cause the stacked sheets to en-
gage the front plate. :

3. A posting tray comprising a base, a
back plate, a front stationary plate on-the
base, disposed in parallelism to- the back
plate, and means for moving the back plate
toward or away from the front plate, where-
by the back plate can be moved toward the
front plate to cause the two to cooperate in
clamping sheets therebetween and in such

manner that the sheets can be bent out-
wardly for reference purposes. ‘ ‘

4. A posting tray comprising. a base, a
back member on the base a%ainst' which
stacked sheets are adapted to

member including a stationary portion fixed
to the base and a movable portion movable
on the base to occupy one position in which
it is supported in inclined position by the
stationary portion and in divergent relation
to the back member and another position in
which it is parallel to and between the back
member and the stationary portion, and
means for moving the back member on the
base to cause the stacked sheets to be clamped
between the back and front members when
the said movable portion is in the second-
mentioned position, and to support the sheets
in divergent relation when the movable por-
tion is in the first-mentioned position.

5. A posting tray as embodied in claim 4,
wherein the movable portion is removable
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v e supported -
in approximately vertical position, a front
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from the base to allow the stationary portion -

to co-operate with the back member In

clamping the stacked sheets so that they can

be singly referred to.

6. A posting tray comprising a base having
a floor formed with a slot, a screw threaded
shaft journaled in the base below the floor, a
leeve threaded on the shaft, a standard se-
cured to the sleeve and projecting through
the slot of the floor, a back plate secured to

the standard, a stationary plate at one end of
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the floor, side walls projecting above the

floor, a movable front plate removably asso-
ciated with the floor, and means by which
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the shaft can be rotated for the purpose de-
seribed.

7. A posting tray as embodied in claim 6,
wherein the base is formed with hand receiv-
ing openings.

8. A posting tray comprising a base hav-
ing a floor formed with longitudinal and

transverse slots, a screw threaded shaft jour-

naled in the base below the floor, a sleeve
threaded on the shaft, a standard secured to
the sleeve and projecting through the longi-
tudinal slots of the floor, a sheet supporting
member connected to the standard, a station-
ary element at one end of the floor, a mov-
able member associated with the sheet sup-
porting member and being formed with
tongues removably fitted in the transverse
slots of the floor, and means comprising a
crank detachably associated with the shaft
for operating the same. :

9. A posting tray comprising a base, a
back plate in inclined position on the base to

8

support. stacked sheets approximately verti-

cally thereon, a front plate supported on the

base to occupy one position in which it is

parallel to the back plate and another posi-

25

tion in which it is. divergent with respect to
the back plate, and means for moving the

back plate on the base toward or away from
the front plate, - : '

10. A posting tray comprising a base, a
member in inclined position on the base.to
support stacked sheets approximately verti-
cally thereon, a second member supported on
and removable from the base, a stationary
member on the base, and means for moving

the first member on the base toward or away

from the other members. - ‘

11. A posting tray as embodied in claim
10, wherein the base is provided with means
for confining the sheets between the members
against edgewise displacement from the base.
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