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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 634,361, dated October 3, 1899. 
Application filed October 8, 1898, 

To ct/tu/O1, it cut? conce77: 
Beit known that I, HENRY MARLOW, a sub 

ject of the Queen of Great Britain, residing at 
29 Fursbury Park road, London, England, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provementsin or Relating to the Soles of Boots 
and Shoes, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The object of this invention is to maintain 

the original “lasted shape’ of the front or 
Vamp of a boot or a shoe while in Wear, and so 
prevent the formation of permanent creases 
across the toe portion between that and the 
instep. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is an edge view of a plate made 

according to my invention. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of a shoe, showing one of my 
plates Secured therein, the plate being shown 
in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view 
of a shoe, the plate being shown in dotted 
lines. 
To carry this invention into practice, I 

Stamp, shape, and temper a steel plate or one 
of hard brass or of other suitable material 
having a springiness to an approximate con 
figuration of a leather sole, and by a hole in 
the heel end I attach said plate in position 
with the forward or tread portion free to ad 
just itself longitudinally and transversely to 
follow the shape of tread of the Wearer. This 
plate has its front end slightly upturned, as 
shown, and its rear end is secured to the sole 
within the shoe by a single fastening passed 
through the hole at the said end. 

Seria. No 693,017, (No model.) 

By this contrivance boots and shoes when 
old or well worn retain in the front all the ap 
pearance of newly-lasted ones, and although 
all the bending of the vamp takes place while 
walking or kneeling the sole-spring brings 
back the front of the boot or shoe to its origi 
nal appearance and keeps it free from creases. 
Myinvention has only one object-viz., the 

prevention of creases in the upper front, a re 
sult obtained by securing the steel or other 
metal plate by one attachment only at the 
heel portion, the other part being free to slide 
forwardly and sidewise to follow the varied 
movement of the wearer's foot during walk 
ing, kneeling, or other exertions, the front 
upper always recovering its uncreased and 
freshly-lasted condition until the boot or shoe 
is completely worn out. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
A boot or shoe provided with a spring-plate 

of substantially the contour of the sole and 
fastened within the shoe at the heel portion, 
with its front end extending to the toe of the 
shoe and upturned and free to move to pre 
vent formation of creases in the front portion 
of the shoe, substantially as specified. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSS. 

HENRY MARLOW. . 

Witnesses: 
HENRY GARDNER, 
RICHARD CORE GARDNER. 
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