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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. SKINNER, of
the city and county of Worcester, in the State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
Improved Blind-Fastener, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

Tn the accompanying drawings, like letters
indicate like parts.

Figure 1 is a top view of my inveution. Fig.
2 is an end view of the same. Tig. 3 is a lon-

- gitudinal section.

My invention is designed for use npon win-
dow blinds or shutters. By giving to my fast-
ener a rotary movement, I am able to actuate
it by the weight or mass of metal projecting
upon one 51de of it, and serving as a handle,
which, in falling, brings the cateh to a hori.
zontal position, inclosing the staple or post
upon the window.sill.

A spindle or rod, A, is made with catches B
and C, both lying on one side of it, and a han-
dle, D upon the other side, oppoute to the
cmtoh B. These are all cast in one piece, in
the shape shown in the drawing. The catches
B and C have a beveled face, and the rod A
turns within a barrel, E, which, being fur-
nished with a ser ew-thread is secured into and
through the blind pro_]ectmfv upon both sides.
Projecting lips F I terminate it on both ends,
and these, too, are beveled, and are in contact
with the catches B and C, 1espect1ve]v The
barrel E is cast in two 1ong1tudma1 sections,
and are fastened together at « by a small screw
and rivet. An opening or hole, b, is made,
through which water may escape that in rainy
Weather, may have worked its way within the
case or barrel E, and which otherwise, espe-
cially in cold Weather might occasion injury.
A shoulder, ¢, is cut into the upper part of this

case, to prevent the rod A from turning too
far. In closing the blind the beveled face of
the catch B stmkes against the post G, and is
tipped downward, allowin g the post to be ad-
mitted between it and the lip F, until, having
passed beyond if, the weight of the handle D
which has been elethed by this opemtmn,
brings the catch B back to its horizontal posi-
tmn, inclosing the post G, and the blmd is
secured in plaee

On opening the blind the handle D is raised,
and the cateh clears the post as the whole i 1s
swung outwardly, and when fully open the
catch C engages in a similar manner with its
co1responc11110P staple in the outer wall of the
house. Instead of using the case or barrel E,
the rod and econnected catches may be beculed
under the blind by staples or other means.

The rotating movement or the substitution
of a falling weight in the place of a spring
may 0bv1ou§ly be secured by placing the work-
ing parts in a different -position relatively to
the blind ; butsuch contrivances, notwithstand-
ing some "modifications of shape, would obvi-
ously be within my invention.

I claim as a novel and useful invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. Therotating blind-fastener A B C D, with
or without its case E, substantially as de-
seribed. ‘

2. The blind- fastener consisting of the ro-
tating rod or spindle A, with its catches B C,
haudle D, and case or barrel E, with its llps
FF, made and used as and for the purpose
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