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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Witziam C. MiTcu-
rrn and Guoree A. Harrisow, citizens of the
United States, residing at La Fayette, in the
county of Tippecanoe and State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Carriage-Tops; and we do de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and |

exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to buggy tops and
particularly to storm shields adapted to be
attached thereto. ’

The object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a storm shield which may be attached
to the front bow of a buggy and the provi-
sion of an attaching device which permits
the front bow to be swung from its pivotal
connection with the other bows on the seat
to a point on the dash board.

A “further object of the invention is the
provision of a front bow having a ball and
socket or universal joint which will permit
the forward and inward swinging of the
legs of the bow independently so that a top
of this character may be attached to buggies
having their seats wider than the dash
board.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction, combination and
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully

described and particularly pointed out in’

the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a perspective view of a carriage body,
showing in full lines the front bow in posi-
tion for supporting the weather shield and
in dotted lmes the front bow connected to
the seat; Fig. 2 is a side elevation; Fig. 3 is
an enlarged detail elevation of the front
bow; Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on
the line 4—4 of Fig. 8. TFig. 5 is a detail
perspective view of one of the clamps car-
ried by the dash board.

Referring more especially to the draw-
ings, 1 represents the body of the buggy, 2
the seat thereof, 8 the dash board and 4 the
usual top which is supported in extended
position upon the bows 5, 6 and 7T spaced
apart at their upper ends by locking toggle
links 8 and 9 and pivoted at their lower
ends, as at 10, upon the seat 2. The {ree
ends of the lower sections or legs of the for-
ward bow are removably pivoted to the

|

other bows by the usual bolts as 10 and the
other ends of said sections are connected at
11 with its upper yoke portion 12 by a
knuckle or universal joint so that the legs
of the bow may be swung to a vertical posi-
tion and secured on the dash board by the
clamps 13. In this position, the weather
shield 14 is secured to the bows in any suit-
able manner, as by the usual headed knobs
and button holes. The shield is provided
with the usual flap covered rein opening 15
and the glass covered sight opening 16.
When the legs of the front bow 7 are in ver-
tical position attached to the dash board at
their lower end, it will be seen that there
is no obstruction to a person entering the
vehicle from either side, while when the legs
of the bow are attached to the seat by bolt
10, the shield 14 is removed and the vehicle
presents the appearance of an ordinary
buggy, the front bows performing their or-
dinary function. When the shield is in po-
sition, suitable side curtains may be un-
folded to cover the sides and back and thus
protect the vehicle on all sides.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of the invention, as defined in the ap-
pended claims.

Having thus described our invention,
what we claim is:

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a vehicle body having a
dashboard, of a plurality of top bows piv-
otally connected at their free ends to said
body, collapsible means connecting the bows
at their arched or bowed portion, the front
bow being formed in sections, universal
joints connecting the sections of the front
bow, spring clamps carried by the dash-
board and adapted to yieldably engage the
lower ends of the outer sections of the front
bow to hold them in vertical position, and
a shield secured to said outer sections when
in vertical position and adapted to hold
them in said clamps.

2. In a buggy ftop, the combination with
a body having a dash board and a bow piv-
oting member, of a plurality of top bows
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pivoted to said member, means for pivoting
the legs of the forward bow at the top,
whereby they may swing forward in ver-
tical alinement with the dash board, and
resilient clamping means on the dash bhoard
for yieldably holding the legs of the front
bow vertical.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto

set our hands in presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

WILLIAM C. MITCHELL.
GEORGE A. HARRISON.

Witnesses:
Groree Rocrrs,
Crarexce P. Warre.



