
Sept. 6, 1932. J. J. DICKMAN ETAL 1,875,995 
REFERENCE CARD 

Filed Aug. 5, 1927 

No 04's 

Jr-uor-tots 
/Osezo/z AZZZc/e77zava azz 
6eo/7e Z, Zezzzzazz. 

    

    

  

  

  



Patented Sept. 6, 1932 . . . . . M 1,875,995 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
JOSEPH. J. DICKMAN AND GEORGE I. LEHMAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNORS To 

LIBRARY EFFICIENCY CORPORATION, OF NEW YORK, N. Y. 

REFERENCE CARD 
Application filed August 5, 1927. Serial No. 210,840. 

This invention relates to new and useful throughout the several views and in which 
improvements in cards and more particularly 1 designates a card such as used in public 
to a library card, having an improved and libraries, although the particular invention 
adjustable as well as removable number plate may be readily applicable to cards of various 
thereon, the number plate bearing a stamped types for various uses. The particular cards 
number thereon co-related to indicia carried shown and for which our invention is par 
on the card to which it is attached and co- ticularly applicable has a number applied to 
related cards. the top thereof, and our invention comprises 
The primary object of the invention resides primarily the application to the upper por 

a in providing a card to which is applied a tion of the card of a numbered, adjustable so 
plate capable of adjustment to two different plate bearing a number thereon similar to the - 
positions, the one for use in a stamping ma- number appearing on the card, the plate be 
chine and the other to an inoperative position ing capable of adjustment to two different 
so as to permit the card to be filed or inserted positions. The card 1 is provided adjacent 

15 in a pocket in the book or elsewhere. one upper corner with a pair of spaced-apart as 
Still another object of the invention re-slots 2 into which are inserted and clinched 

sides in providing an improved clip plate to the tongues or flanges 3 of a clip plate 4. 
which the number plate is swivelled and hay- These flanges are formed integral with the 
ing means for limiting the movement of the side edges of the plate 4 and are insertable 

20 number plate in the two desired positions through the slots 2 of the card and bent back it 
with respect to the card. -- upon themselves to secure the plate to the 
A still further object resides in providing card through the medium of a machine for 

an attachment for a libary card which is cap- this specific purpose. " . ." 
able of complete application with one opera- The plate 4 is preferably rectangular in de 

25 tion of a machine. . , sign and has swivelled centrally thereof as a 
With these and numerous other objects in shown at 5, a small elongated number plate 6. 

view, our invention consists in the novel fea- The connection between the plate 6 and the 
tures of construction, combination and ar- plate 4 occurs intermediate the side edges of 
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter re- the plate 6 adjacent one end thereof and the 

3o ferred to and more particularly pointed out corners of said plate 6 are rounded. For sn 
in the specification and claims. convenience, we have designated one rounded 
In the accompanying drawing, forming a corner adjacent the swivel 5 by the numeral 

part of this application, 7 and the other corner is designated by the 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the library numeral 8. The clip plate 4 has a stud 9 

35 card, having our improvement incorporated struck up therefrom adjacent one lower cor- 85 
thereon and showing the number plate in its ner so that upon the movement of the plate 6 
extended position for introduction to a in one direction, the rounded corner 7 will 
stamping machine. strike the stud and limit the movement of said 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view showing plate 6 with respect to the plate 4, and upon 
i0 the number plate disposed in a horizontal movement of the plate in the opposite direc- on 

and inoperative position. tion, the corner 8 will contact with the stud 9 
Figure 3 is a rear fragmentary elevation of to limit the movement of the plate 6 in this 

the library card showing the method of se- direction. 
curing the clip plate thereto, with the num- The plate 6 has impressed therein a number 

45 ber plate in its upright position, and corresponding to the number on the card 1. p5 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the clip When it is desired to remove a book from 

plate removed. the library, the owner of the card presents 
In describing our invention, we shall refer the same to the clerk and by moving the plate 

to the drawing in which similar reference 6 upwardly, the number thereon will be pro 
50 characters designate corresponding parts jected beyond the edge of the card so that the 100 
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plate 6 may be inserted in the proper machine 
for printing the number on another card. 
The stud 9 will obviously limit the swinging 
movement of the plate 6 to an upright or ver 
tical position with respect to the card. When 
the plate is removed from the machine, it may 
be thrust downwardly and the stud 9 will 
limit the movement of the plate 6 so that the 

- same will be in a substantially horizontal 
In this horizontal position, the 

side edge of the plate 6 is substantially flush 
with the upper edge of the card 1 so that the . 

osition. 

plate will not interfere with the placing of 
the card in an envelop or pocket or other 
place provided for the same. The clip plate 
and the number plate are constructed of very 
thin metal and constitute a very thin projec 
tion on the upper end of the card, and will 
not obstruct the ready insertion or introduc 
tion of the card into a pocket or envelop. The 
plates are so formed and constructed that 
with one operation of a specific machine, the 
plates 4 and 6 may be swivelled together and 
simultaneously clipped to a card. 
As considerable difficulty has been en 

countered in the use of various devices for 
library cards heretofore, it will be seen that 

30 sired results. 

the present device will produce an exception 
ally efficient means for accomplishing the de 

It will further be seen that the 
device is extremely simple and durable in con 
struction and capable of manufacture and ap 
plication to use under the most economical 
conditions. 

35 ... The operation of our improved device may 
- be readily understood from the foregoing de 
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scription, and it will be seen that we have 
provided a simple, inexpensive and efficient 
means for carrying out the objects of the in 
vention. 
While we have particularly described the 

elements best adapted to perform the func 
tions set forth, it is obvious that various 
changes in form, proportion and in the minor 
details of construction may be resorted to 
without departing from the spirit or sacrific 
ing any of the principles of the invention. 

Having thus described our invention, what 
we claim is: 

1. In combination, with a card having 
upon its obverse surface an identification 
number, a plate applied to the card and hav 
ing a pivot stud and a stop stud spaced from 
the pivot stud, a second plate pivotally 
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2. An identification card comprising a 
card body, a plate disposed upon one Sur 
face thereof and having a pivot stud and a 
stop stud spaced therefrom, a second plate 
pivotally mounted upon the pivot stud of the 
first-mentioned plate, said second-mentioned plate having angularly disposed edge por 
tions, one of the said edge portions adapted 
to assume a position flush with the edge of 
the card and the other edge portion of the 
said mentioned plate at the same time to en 
gage said stop stud. 

3. In a book charging system for libraries, 
an article of manufacture comprising a spe 
cific reader's card having conventional in 
dicia thereon and provided with a space at 
one end thereof having a specific reader's 
identification number printed therein, a plate 
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carried on said card at the last mentioned 
end of the latter having a specific identifica 
tion number embossed therein identical with 
the specific identification number on said 
card, said plate with its identification num 
ber corresponding with the one on said card 
being used separately and constituting sub 
stantially an inseparable part of said reader's 
card in the application of the latter to use 
in said system, and means for movably re 
taining said plate normally on said card 
within the border confines of the latter, said 
plate being adapted to be withdrawn beyond 
said border confines and introduced into a 
printing machine for reproducing the em 
bossed number of said plate on a library card. 

4. In a book charging system for libraries, 
a specific reader's card having a specific. 
reader's identification number thereon and a 
plate carried on said card at one end thereof 
having a specific identification number em 
bossed therein corresponding identically 
with the reader's identification number on 
said card, said plate with the number thereon 
being normally carried within the border 
confines of said card and disposable beyond 
the border confines of said card proper and 
adapted to be introduced in a machine for 
printing the number of said plate on library 
record cards, as and for the purposes de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures. . . 
JOSEPH J. DICKMAN. 
GEORGE I. LEHMAN. 

mounted upon the pivot stud of the first-men 
tioned plate and having upon its one surface 
an identification number corresponding with 
that of the identification number of the card, 
the second-mentioned plate being adapted to - 
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swing over the identification number of the 
card, one edge of said second-mentioned plate 
being adapted to abut said stop stud to limit 
the pivotal movement of said second plate in 
both directions, as and for the purposes de 
scribed. 
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