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This invention relates to a can puncturing de 
vice which is intended for use as a means of punc 
turing cans containing liquid goods in such a 
manner that the contents of the cans may be 
readily drained therefrom. 
An object of the invention is to provide an ex 

ceedingly simple device of the character stated 
the portion thereof which performs the punctur 
ing operation being adapted for stamping out 
by the progressive strokes of a cutting and forms. 
ing die, the remaining portion of the device be 
ing readily formed by the use of can making ma 
chinery now on the market. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a can puncturing device which will also be adapt 
ed for use as a closure means to prevent the en 
trance of air into the can through the openings 
which have been punctured thereinto, thus pre 
serving the partly used contents of the can in a 
more effective manner. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a very small compact device which can be 
kept in place upon the can which it has been used 
to open and Will not materially add to the space 
Occupied by such can. 
Other objects, advantages and features of the 

invention may hereinafter appear. 
Referring to the accompanying drawing which 

illustrates what is at present deemed to be a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention, 

Fig. 1 is a vertical mid-section of the device 
Showing the Same in place upon a can after the 
puncturing operation has been performed, the 
outline of the can being indicated in broken lines. 
The line 1-1 on Fig. 2 indicates the line of sec 
tion in this view. s 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device looking at 
the inside thereof. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged side elevation of an end 
clearly the 

puncturing element. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, the device 

comprises a holder 7 desirably. shaped similarly 
to the lid of the can 8 which is to be opened but 
said holder is of a slightly greater diameter than 
that of the can in order that it may be placed over 
the end portion-thereof with a working fit. Within 
said holder 7 is placed the puncturing member 9 
preferably a rigid bar which is provided at each. 
end with a spur 10 which is adapted to perform 
the puncturing operation. .. 
Said bar 9 is shown preferably provided with 

a relatively narrow central portion 12 and a 
wider or expanded portion 13 at each end thereof. 
Each of Said expanded portions 13 are desir 
ably of the same design and terminate in short . 
arms or extensions 14, the laterally directed spur 

mid-way between said exten 
sions 14. The distance between the extension 14 at one 

(C. 220-51) t 

side of the device and the diametrically opposite 
extension 14 is such that the extremities of all 
the extensions 14 fit snugly within a channel 15 
which is provided by bending the flange 16 of 
the holder element 7 as shown in Fig. 1. By 65 
clamping the flanged portion of said holder ele 
ment 7 down upon the extremities of the exten 
sions 14 as illustrated a secure means is provided 
for retaining the puncturing element in its op 
erative position. It will be observed that oppo- 70 
site each end of the bar 9, a clearance 20 is pro 
vided, the depth of said clearance being sufficient 
to prevent..the spurs 10 from coming too close to 
the side wall of the can to be punctured when 
the device is in operative position upon the end 75 
of Such can. - 
Owing to the fact that the bar 9 is stamped Out 

of a sheet or plate of metal and the spurs 10 are 
each located at edge portions of said bar, the 
die for stamping out the bar and forming the 80 
spurs is of a simpler character than would be 
required if the spurs were otherwise formed. 
Furthermore by locating the Spurs at edge por 
tions of the bar the bar is not weakened as it 
would be if the formation of the spurs involved the 85 
formation of punctures through the bar. 
In the operation of the device the holder 7 is 

put in place over the end portion of the can but 
its movement over the can is temporarily arrested . . 
by reason of the points of the Spurs 10 engaging g0 
the upper end of the can. With the device in this . 
position it is only necessary to strike the top of 
the device with sufficient force to puncture the 
can to be opened by means of the spurs 10. By 
this means two diametrically opposite openings 95. 
are provided in the top of the can, One Serving 
as a liquid outlet opening when the liquid is dis 
pensed and the other as an air inlet opening. 
I claim: A. \ . 
1. As an article of manufacture, a bar of sheet 00 

metal for a can puncturing device comprising cor 
ner portions or extensions at the end edges of 
said bar arranged in pairs with a recess between 
the members of each pair, and a laterally extend 
ing puncturing spur struck out toward the same 105 
side of said bar. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a bar of sheet 
metal for a can puncturing device comprising cor 
ner portions or extensions arranged in pairs at 
the endedges of said bar with a recess between the lo 
members of each pair, and a laterally extending 
puncturing spur struck' out toward the same side 
of said bar, said spurs being located at substan 
tially the middle of the edge portion of said re 
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