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57 ABSTRACT 
An optical information recording apparatus, in which 
an information recording light bream emitted from a 
laser diode is divided into a plurality of light beams and 
the light intensities of the divided light beams are modu 
lated by driving liquid-crystal cells formed in a control 
panel so as to record optical information on a plurality 
of data tracks and in a plurality of data pits on each of 
the plurality of data tracks simultaneously. Therefore, 
according to the present invention, it is possible to make 
the information recording speed increase without mak 
ing the apparatus large in size and expensive in cost. 

13 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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OPTICAL INFORMATION RECORDENG 
APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an optical informa 

tion recording apparatus for use in an optical informa 
tion recording medium such as optical card, optical disc 
and opto-magnetic disc. Particularly, the present inven 
tion relates to an optical information recording appara 
tus by which optical information can be recorded on the 
medium with high speed. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
In apparatuses for recording/reproducing optical 

information on/from optical information recording 
medium such as optical card, it is arranged that the 
optical information recording medium and an optical 
head are relatively moved to each other when optical 
information is recorded and/or reproduced on/from 
the optical card. Therefore, information recording 
speed and information reproducing speed are deter 
mined depending upon a relative moving speed of the 
information recording medium and the optical head. 
When optical information is recorded and/or repro 
duced only on/from a single track, it is not possible to 
make the information recording and/or reproducing 
speed high. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 4,730,293, Japanese Patent Prelimi 
narily Publications No. 2-141932 and 2-206069, and 
Papers C-325 of the Electric Telecommunication Soci 
ety at the National Great Autumn Meeting in 1989 of 
"High Speed Optical Card Reader/Writer using Two 
Optical Sources', optical information recording/repro 
ducing apparatuses, in which optical information can be 
reproduced with a high speed, are suggested. In these 
conventional apparatuses, in order to make the informa 
tion reproducing speed high, an optical light beam is 
made incident upon a plurality of data tracks to read out 
all of the information recorded on the tracks at the same 
te. 

In FIGS. 1 and 2, there are illustrated constructions 
of an optical head and an optical system for detecting 
data signal and tracking error signal, respectively, dis 
closed in the Papers C-325 of the Electric Telecommu 
nication Society at the National Great Autumn Meeting 
in 1989 of “High Speed Optical Card Reader/Writer 
using Two Optical Sources'. As shown in FIG. 1, the 
optical head disclosed in the Papers comprises two light 
sources, i.e. a laser diode 1 and a light emitting diode 2; 
the light beam emitted from the laser diode 1 is for use 
in recording information and the light beam from the 
light emitting diode 2 for use in reproducing informa 
tion. The information recording light beam emitted 
from the laser diode 1 is made incident upon an optical 
card 6 via a collimator lens 3, a polarizing bean splitter 
4 and an objective lens 5, which is arranged to be driven 
in focusing and tracking directions by a lens actuator 7; 
and the information reproducing light beam emitted 
from the light emitting diode 2 is made incident via the 
polarizing beam splitter 4 via a collimator lens 8, then 
reflected thereby, and the reproducing light beam is 
made incident upon the objective lens 5 in an off-axial 
condition to be introduced on the optical card 6; a re 
flection light beam reflected by the optical card 6 is 
reflected by the polarizing beam splitter 4 again; and 
then the reflection light beam is made incident upon a 
beam splitter 12 via a mirror 9, a condenser lens 10 and 
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2 
a mirror 11; the reflection light beam is divided into two 
light beams by the beam splitter 12; and then one of the 
divided light beams is received by a detector 13 for 
detecting data signal and tracking error signal and the 
other is by a detector 14 for detecting a focusing error 
signal. 

In such an optical head, as shown in FIG. 2, a light 
bean spot 15 for reproducing information and a light 
beam spot 16 for recording information are formed on 
the optical card 6 so as to be separated from each other. 
It should be noted that two or more tracks are illumi 
nated by the light beam spot 15; and an image 17 of the 
light beam spot 15 is formed on the detector 13 via a 
lens system 18 for detecting the data signal and the 
tracking error signal. The detector 13 comprises light 
receiving elements 19 and 20 for reading out informa 
tion data recorded on data tracks formed on the optical 
card 6 and triangle-shaped light receiving elements 22 
and 23, which are arranged between the light receiving 
regions 19 and 20, for receiving an image of a track 
guide 21 formed between the data tracks. Information 
data recorded on the data tracks is read out on the basis 
of outputs of the light receiving elements 19 and 20 and 
the tracking error signal is detected on the basis of. 
outputs of the light receiving elements 22 and 23. 

In this optical head, since two data tracks are illumi 
nated by the light bream spot 15, information data re 
corded on these two data tracks can be reproduced at 
the same time. 

Further, in the conventional apparatuses when infor 
mation is recorded on the optical card 6, recorded infor 
mation can be verified at the same time. That is to say, 
both the light beam for recording information and the 
light beam for reproducing information are made inci 
dent upon the optical card 6 simultaneously; and infor 
mation is recorded on the data tracks by forming a data 
pit with the aid of the light beam having a high power, 
and just thereafter thus recorded information is repro 
duced with the aid of the light beam for reproducing 
information on the basis of the tracking and focusing 
error signals detected from the light beam for reproduc 
ing information. On the other hand, when information is 
reproduced from the optical card 6, only the light beam 
for reproducing information is made incident upon the 
optical card 6 to read out information recorded on the 
two data tracks at the same time, detecting the tracking 
error signal and the focusing error signal with the aid of 
the light beam for reproducing information. 

However, in the conventional apparatus for recor 
ding/reproducing information on/from the optical in 
formation recording medium, it is possible to read out 
information with high speed but impossible to record 
information with high speed, because recording is per 
formed by modulating a single laser diode 1 to record 
information on a single data track. As a solution for the 
slow speed problem when recording information, it can 
be considered to record information on a plurality of 
data tracks simultaneously with the aid of a plurality of 
laser diodes for recording. However, there would occur 
the problem that the optical head would become large 
in size and expensive in price. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has for its object to provide an 
optical information recording apparatus in which infor 
nation can be recorded on the optical information re 
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cording medium at high speed without making the opti 
cal head large in size and expensive in cost. 

In order to carry out the object, the optical informa 
tion recording apparatus according to the present in 
vention comprises: 

a light source for emitting a main light beam for re 
cording information on an optical information re 
cording medium; 

a light beam dividing means for dividing said main 
light beam into a plurality of sub-light beams; 

a modulation means for selectively modulating light 
intensities of respective said sub-light beams in 
accordance with information to be recorded on the 
optical information recording medium; and 

a light incident means for making said plurality of 
sub-light beams incident upon said optical informa 
tion recording medium in a focus condition. 

As stated in the above, since the information record 
ing apparatus according to the present invention con 

light beam emitted from a light source into a plurality of 
sub-light beams and a modulation means for modulating 
light intensities of the respective sub-light beams in 
accordance with information to be recorded, it is possi 
ble to record information on a plurality of data tracks at 
the same time. Therefore, optical information can be 
recorded on the optical information recording medium 
with a high speed. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a construction of 
an optical head of the conventional apparatus for recor 
ding/reproducing optical information on/from optical 
information recording medium; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic view depicting a construction 
of a data detection system in the conventional apparatus 
shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic view illustrating a construction 

of an embodiment of an optical information recording 
apparatus according to the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a schematic view indicating an embodiment 

of a control panel provided in the apparatus illustrated 
in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic view representing the control 
panel indicated in FIG. 4 and data tracks formed in an 
optical information recording medium, which is for 
explaining an operation of the apparatus shown in FIG. 
3; and 
FIG. 6 is a schematic view showing a construction of 

the other embodiment of an optical information record 
ing apparatus according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing a construction of 
an embodiment of an information recording apparatus 
according to the present invention. It should be noted 
that the same numerical numbers as those of the con 
ventional apparatus shown in FIG. 1 are used for the 
same elements of the apparatus in FIGS. 3 and 6. As 
shown in FIG. 3, the apparatus according to the inven 
tion comprises a control panel 31, which is arranged 
between the laser diode 1 and the collinator lens 3, and 
a modulation circuit 34, in addition to all of the elements 
provided in the conventional apparatus shown in FIG. 
1. It should be noted that the laser diode 1 is arranged 
backside from the objective side focal point of the colli 

5 

10 

5 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

4. 
mator lens 3 and the control panel 31 at the objective 
side focal point of the collimator lens 3. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a construction 
of the control panel 31 for dividing the light beam emit 
ted from the laser diode 1 into a plurality of sub-light 
beams and a construction of the modulation circuit 34 
for modulating light intensities of the divided sub-light 
beams. The control panel 31 comprises an ellipse 
shaped window region 32 upon which the light beam 
emitted from the laser diode 1 is made incident. In the 
ellipse-shaped window region 32, there are arranged a 
plurality of liquid crystal cells 33. In this embodiment, 
as shown in FIG. 4, these cells 33 are arranged to form 
two rows, so that information is recorded on two data 
tracks simultaneously. It should be noted that the num 
ber of rows of the cells 33 corresponds to the number of 
data tracks on which information can be recorded at the 
same time. 
These liquid crystal cells 33 are selectively driven by 

prises a light beam dividing means for dividing the main 20 a modulating circuit 34 such that the light transmit 
tances of the cells 33 are selectively varied in accor 
dance with information to be recorded on the data 
tracks formed on the optical card 6. That is to say, the 
light beam for recording information is divided into ten 
sub-light beams by the panel 31 and the sub-light beams 
are selectively transmitted or interrupted by the control 
panel 31 under the control of the modulation circuit 34 
to record information on a plurality of data tracks of the 
optical card 6 simultaneously. It should be noted that 
the remaining portion of the control panel 31 is made of 
light shield material so as to shut out the light beam. 
The modulation circuit 34 comprises a block of mem 

ories 33 including first and second memories 35a, 35b, in 
which data to be recorded on the two data tracks are 
stored, respectively; a data read out means 36 for read 
ing out data memorized in the first and second memo 
ries 35a, 35b; a buffer register 37 for storing the thus 
read out data; a driver 38 for driving the liquid crystal 
cells 33 in accordance with the output of the buffer 
register 37; and a timing signal generating means 39, 
whose output is supplied to the read out means 36 and 
the driver 38, and when the timing signal is generated 
the data stored in the memories are read out by the 
means 36 and the driving signals are sent to the liquid 
crystal cells 33 from the driver 38. 

In this embodiment, optical information is recorded 
with the aid of a modified frequency modulation 
(MFM) method with the minimum pit distance of 5um. 
According to the modulation rule of MFM method, 
there are three kinds of pit distance, i.e. 5um, 7.5 m 
and 10 um. These pit distances correspond to data of 
"1,0,1", "1,0,0,1' and "1,0,0,0,1' to be recorded on the 
optical card 6. It should be noted that “1” means an 
existence of a data pit and "0" means an absence of a 
data pit. 
As clear from FIG. 4, in the control panel 31 are 

provided two rows of liquid crystal cells 33 so as to 
correspond to the number of tracks on which informa 
tion is recorded at the same time. In each row of liquid 
crystal cells are arranged five liquid crystals, i.e. liquid 
crystals 33a to 33e for the first row and 33f to 33jfor the 
second row. The number of cells arranged in one row 
corresponds to the maximum pit distance. The width of 
each cell in a track direction is about half of the mini 
mum pit distance. 
An information recording operation of this embodi 

ment of the apparatus according to the invention will be 
explained below, referring to FIG. 5, in which the con 
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trol panel 31 and the relevant data tracks formed on the 
optical card 6 are indicated. 

It should be noted that during information recording 
on the optical card 6, the optical card 6 is moved from 
the left side to the right side in the figures at a speed of 5 
500 mm/sec, so that data pits 24 are formed on the data 
tracks from right side to left side in with the aid of light 
beams being passed through the liquid cells 33 of the 
control panel 31, which are selectively driven to trans 
mit the main light beam from the laser diode 1. 

All of the liquid crystal cells 33a to 3j are controlled 
by the modulation circuit 34 to be opaque before infor 
mation is started to be recorded, so that no light beam is 
made incident upon the optical card 6; and during the 
time information is being recorded, liquid crystal cells 
corresponding to information to be recorded on the 
data tracks A and B are driven by the circuit 34 so as to 
selectively transmit the light beam therethrough. For 
instance, as shown in FIG. 5, out of the liquid crystal 
cells 33a to 33e for recording information on the data 
track A, the crystal cells 33a, 33c and 33e are driven so 
as to transmit the light beam and 33b and 33d are to be 
opaque; and in the liquid crystal cells 33f to 33jfor the 
track B, the crystal cells 33fand 33j are driven to trans 
mit and 33g, 33h and 33i are opaque. 
The light beam is transmitted only through the trans 

mittable cells 33a, 33c, 33e, 33fand 33j to form data pits 
24 on the tracks A and B of the optical card 6. The time 
period for driving the liquid cells 33 to be transmittable, 
i.e. the time period during the selected light beams are 
made incident upon the optical card 6 for recording 
information, depends on the moving speed of the optical 
card 6 and the power of the laser diode 1. In this em 
bodiment, the time period is arranged to be 1 us; there 
fore, information for 10 pits (2x5) can be recorded on 
the optical card 6 by illuminating the light beams on the 
data tracks for the time period of lus. 

Since the control panel 31 has its width in the track 
extending direction of 12.5 um (2.5 umX5), the next 
recording operation should be started from a position 
separated from the first recording position by 12.5um. 
However, at a point of time that the first information 
recording operation has been finished, that is to say, 1 
usec after recording is started, the optical card 6 has 
moved to the right side by the distance of 0.5 m. 
Therefore, the next recording operation should start at 
the point of time 24 usec thereafter, to which the optical 
card 6 has been moved by 12.5um. In such a manner, 
information can be recorded at every 25 usec on the 
two data tracks of the optical card 6 simultaneously in a 
successive manner. 
The present invention is not limited to the above 

explained embodiment, but many modifications or alter 
ations can be applied therefor. For instance, in the 
above embodiment, the tracking servo control is per 
formed in the same manner as that in the conventional 
apparatus shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. However, it may be 
possible to arrange such that a mark is formed on the 
control panel 31 and the tracking servo control is per 
formed by detecting a relative positional relation be 
tween the mark and the guide track formed on the opti 
cal card 6. More concretely speaking, at the center 
position of the control panel 31 is formed the mark, 
through which the light beam can be transmitted but 
reduced; an image of a guide track 21 on the optical 
card 6 is formed on the photo detector 13 through the 
mark; and then tracking servo control can be performed 
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6 
on the basis of the output of the light receiving elements 
arranged in the photo detector 13. 

Further, in the above-mentioned embodiment, it is 
arranged that information can be recorded on two of 
the data tracks at the same time; and ten data pits are 
formed on the data tracks simultaneously therefor. 
However, it may be possible to arrange that three or 
more data tracks are simultaneously illuminated by the 
divided light beams and twelve or more data pits are 
formed on the card 6, in accordance with a light illumi 
nated area of the control panel 31. In such cases, it is 
possible to speed up the time for recording information. 

Furthermore, in the embodiment mentioned in the 
above, the laser diode 1 is arranged in rear of the object 
side focal point of the collimator lens 3, so that the light 
beam 32 is made incident upon the optical card 6 in a 
defocused manner. However, it may be possible to mod 
ify the arrangement of the laser diode 1 and the control 
panel 31 in such a manner that the laser diode 1 is ar 
ranged at the object side focal point of the collimator 
lens 3; and a light beam dividing element 41, such as a 
grating, is arranged between the laser diode 1 and the 
control panel 31, so that one of the diffraction light 
beams diffracted by the grating 41 (-- 1st order diffrac 
tion light beam) is made incident upon the liquid crystal 
cells 33a to 33e for recording information on the data 
track A, and the other one (-1st order diffraction light 
beam) upon the liquid crystal cells 33f to 33j, for record 
ing information on the data track B. FIG. 6 shows an 
arrangement of optical elements constituting the modifi 
cation. 

Moreover, it may be possible to arrange a plurality of 
laser diodes and a plurality of control panels corre 
sponding to the number of the laser diodes to record 
information on three or more data tracks of the optical 
card 6 simultaneously. In addition, if the length of the 
control panel is arranged to be the same as that of the 
track length, it is possible to record information without 
moving the optical card 6 but by moving only the light 
beam for recording along with the data track. 

Moreover, the modulation is not limited to the MFM 
method in the present invention. In case use is made of 
another modulation method, the number of liquid crys 
tal cells on the control panel should be modified in 
accordance with the modulation method to be used, in 
order to apply the present invention in an effective 
ae. 

Furthermore, the control panel 31 may be constituted 
of a Kerr cell shutter or an optical shutter, by which the 
transmission of the light beam 32 can be controlled by 
selectively rotating the plane of polarization thereof. 

Moreover, the present invention may be effectively 
applied to not only to the optical card but also to other 
optical information recording media such as an optical 
disc or an opto-magnetic disc. 
As stated in the above, according to the present in 

vention, since information can be recorded on a plural 
ity of data tracks at the same time, the information re 
cording speed can be increased without making the 
apparatus large in size and expensive in cost. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An optical information recording apparatus com 

prising: 
a light source for emitting a main light beam for re 

cording information on an optical information re 
cording medium; 

a light beam dividing means for dividing said main 
light beam into a plurality of sub-light beams in a 
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first direction and a second direction, said first 
direction corresponding to a tracking direction 
which is perpendicular to a track extended direc 
tion on the optical information recording medium, 
said second direction coinciding with said track 
extended direction, so that information can be re 
corded on a plurality of data tracks formed on said 
optical information recording medium and in a 
plurality of data pits on each of said plurality of 
data tracks at the same time; 

a modulation means for selectively modulating light 
intensities of said plurality of sub-light beams in 
accordance with information to be recorded on the 
optical information recording medium; and 

a light incident means for making said plurality of 
sub-light beams incident upon said optical informa 
tion recording medium in a focus condition. 

2. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 1 wherein: 

said light beam dividing means comprises a control 
panel in which a plurality of liquid crystal cells are 
arranged in a matrix manner; through the liquid 
crystal cells, said main light beam is selectively 
transmitted to be divided into the plurality of sub 
light beams. 

3. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 2, wherein: 

light transmittances of said plurality of liquid crystal 
cells are controlled by said modulation means in 
accordance with information to be recorded, in 
order to modulate said light intensities of said plu 
rality of sub-light beams. 

4. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 3, wherein: 

said modulation means comprises a memory means 
for memorizing information data to be recorded, a 
read out means for reading out information data 
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recorded on said first and second data tracks at the 
same time. 

6. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 4, wherein: 

said control panel is arranged between said light 
source and said optical information recording me 
dium. 

7. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 6, wherein: 

said light incident means comprises a collimator lens 
for making said plurality of sub-light beams paral 
lel; and 

said light source is arranged at a position rear of the 
objective side focal point of the collimator lens; 
and the control panel is arranged at the objective 
side focal point of the collimator lens. 

8. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 4, wherein: 

said light beam dividing means comprises a grating 
for diffracting said main light beam in a first direc 
tion corresponding to the track extended direction 
on the optical information recording medium to 
divide the main light beam into -- first order dif 
fraction light beams, one of which is made incident 
upon a first row of plurality of liquid crystal cells 
formed on the control panel and the other one of 
which is made incident upon a second row of plu 
rality of liquid crystal cells. 

9. An optical formation recording apparatus accord 
30 ing to claim 8, wherein: 

35 

said light source is arranged at the objective side focal 
point of the collimator lens; and said grating is 
arranged between the collimator lens and the con 
trol panel. 

10. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 1, wherein; 

said modulation means comprises a plurality of Kerr 
cell shutters. 

11. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
memorized in the memory means, a buffer register 40 cording to claim 1, wherein: 
for-storing information data read out by said read 
out means, a driver for selectively driving said 
plurality of liquid crystal cells in accordance with 
information data stored in the buffer register, and a 
timing signal generating means for generating tim 
ing signals by which information is initiated to be 
read out by said read out means and said, plurality 
of liquid crystal cells are initiated to be driven by 
said driver. 

5. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 4, wherein: 

said memory means comprises first and second mem 
ories, the first memory is for memorizing informa 
tion data to be recorded on a first data track and the 
second memory is for memorizing information data 
to be recorded on a second data track; and said 
buffer register comprises first and second registers, 
the first register is for storing information data 
memorized in the first memory and the second 
register is for storing information data memorized 
in the second memory; so that information can be 
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said modulation means comprises a plurality of opti 
cal shutters. 

12. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 2, wherein: 

said plurality of liquid crystal cells are arranged to 
form a plurality of rows in a direction correspond 
ing to the track extended direction on the optical 
information recording medium; each row is consti 
tuted of five liquid crystal cells; and data pits are 
formed on the tracks of the optical information 
recording medium with the aid of a modulated 
frequency modulation method. 

13. An optical information recording apparatus ac 
cording to claim 2, wherein: 

a minimum distance between said data pits is ar 
ranged to be about 5 um and a maximum distance 
between said data pits about 10 um; and said plural 
ity of liquid crystal cells are arranged such that the 
width of each cell in the direction corresponding to 
the track extended direction is about half of said 
minimum distance. 
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