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UNITED STATES
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To all whom it ALY COTLCEriy:

Beit known that I, FREDERICK SEAS, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Or1V1lle
in the county of Wayne and State of Oth
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Grave-Vault Safes; and I do
hereby declare that the followmtr is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erenee being had to the annexed drawmwe,
making & part of this specification, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon, in
which—

Tigure 1 is a view showing the manner of
lockmw the cover to the body of the safe. Fig.
2isa detaehed view of one of the securing-
bars. TI'ig. 8isasection showing the arrange-
ment of the different metal bals and then
manner of connection. Fig. 4 is a view show-
ing the cover partially closed and one of the
1oekmo dogs. Fig. 5isadetached view of one
of the loekmw doos and its spring. Fig. 6 is
a detached view of one of the 1u<r-bolts for
connecting the securing-bars.

The present inv enmon has relation to grave-
vault safes; and it consists in the dlffelent
parts and combination of parts hereinafter
described, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

Similar lettars of reference indicate corre-
sponding palts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

In theaccompanying drawings, A r epresents
the safe proper, Wthh is for med of a size to
correspond substantially with the size of the
rough box and coffin designed to be placed
thereln To the safe A is hlnoed the cover
B, which cover when closed founs the top of
the safe proper.

The safe A and its cover B consist of me-

tallic bars, such as ¢ and b, crossed at right
angles and securely riveted tooether thereby
fo1m1n<ra safe for the purpose desmned con-
sisting in what might be termed “1&tmce-
work. » The cover B is constructed in sub-
stantially the same way and when closed a
rectangular receptacle is produced.

For the purpose of providing a water-tight
receptacle for the coffin a metal lining may
be provided, which may be located upon the
inside of the safe A, oritmay belocated upon
the inner side of the rough box, it being im-
material at which place it is located. The

cover B is provided with the flange ¢, which
flange is so located and arranged that it will
come upon the outer side of the upper metal-
lic bar a when said cover is elosed. To the
upper rail or bar a are pivotally attached the
locking-dogs d, said locking-dogs being lo-
cated substantxally as shown and should be
so connected that they will be normally held
in the position illustrated—that is to say, said
dogs are to turn upon their pivotal points
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when pressure is brought upon them, but not

otherwise. To the flange c are securely at-
tached the blocks d', which blocks are pro-
vided with the recesses d°. To the locking-
dogs d are attached in any convenient and
well - known manner the springs d?, which

springs extend upward and are so arranged

that as the cover B is closed the bar e will
come in contact with said springs and press
them downward, and at the same time the
blocks d’ will come in contact with the oppo-
site ends of the locking-dogs d and force the
endsof thelocking-dogsadjacenttothe blocks
d’ downward until the recesses d? come in line
horizontally with the pivotal points of the
locking-dogs, at which time the springs d® will
oselllate the locking-dogs, thereby causing
the ends of the loeking-dogs to enter the re-
cesses d? and securely lock the cover in a
closed position. Thelocking-dogs dare forced
into locking contact by means of the corner-
iron o' pressing upon the springs d2.

It will be understood that all of the rivets
used in connecting the different bars compos-
ing the metallic receptacle should have their
heads countersunk into the bars, so as to pre-
vent their outer heads from being eut with a
chisel or like tool. If desired,the receptacle
composed of the metallic bars may be inclosed

-in cement, thereby securely fixing said recep-

tacle in proper position.

In use the receptacle is placed in the bot-
tom of the grave and the cover turned up-
ward, after which the articles designed to be
placed in said receptacle are properly ar-
ranged and the cover closed and locked, as
above described. .

It will be understood that by my peculiar

arrangement a safe will be provided that can-
not be opened, thereby preventing the body
contained in the coffin from being removed.

For the purpose of preventing the side of
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the receptacle from being pressed inward so
as to disengage the dogs d from the blocks d’
the stay-bars d*arve provided, which stay-bars
are provided with the right-angled portions
’, which -portions come upon the inside of
the upper bar a.

By my peculiar manner of construction I
am enabled to provide a safe for the recep-
tion of the dead that will be proof against
grave-robbers, and at the same time the de-
vice will be light and easily transported.

For the purpose of binding the cover the
bars G are provided, which may be located as
illustrated in Fig. 5 and are for the purpose
of securely binding the cover B in a closed
position. The bars G are each provided with
the hooked ends f, which hooked ends come
under the top or upper bar «, as illustrated
in Fig. 5. It will be understood that any de-
sired number of bars, such as G, may be em-
ployed without departing from the nature of
my invention, and they may be located at any
desired point or points.

The bolt B’ is substantially of the form
shown in Fig. 6, and, as shown, it is provided
with the notch &', which notch is located be-
low the head of the bolt. The objeet or pur-

pose of providing the notch b’ is to weaken
the Dholt at the point where the noteh is lo-

‘cated, so that after the bars G have been se-

cured to the safe proper the heads J? can be
easily broken off, thereby preventing the bolts
from being loosened or removed by the use
of a wrench. .

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination of a receptacle for the
dead consisting of the bars a¢ and b secured
togetherattheir crossed points, ahinged cover
of like construction the blocks d' provided
with the recesses d?, the locking-dogs d pro-
vided with the springs d? and the corner-iron
o', substantially as and for the purpose speci-
fled.

2, The combination of the receptacle con-
sisting of the bars a and b, a hinged cover of
like construction,the bars G, located asshown,
and the bolts B’ provided with the notehes b’
located below the bolt-heads, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subsecribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

FREDERICK SEAS.

Witnesses:

E. N. FREEMAX,
JNo. D. HaALL.
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