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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A rod having a rear-opening passageway and a flat 

trackway at the bottom. A plurality of ball-bearing offset 
carriers having flat-treaded wheels engaging the track 
way. A master carrier having a pair of wheels engaging 
the trackway. 

-mmunes assau 

This invention relates to improvements in supports 
for draperies, curtains, tapestries, and the like. 

For convenience, the improved support of the present 
invention is herein sometimes referred to as a drapery 
support; however, this is done by way of illustration and 
it should be understood that the support may be used with 
any type of drapery, curtain, tapestry, or other similar 
flexible hanging. 

It is deemed obvious that a support for an attractive 
flexible hanging, such as a drapery, must itself be at 
tractive. To provide an attractive front face for such a 
support, it is preferable that the slot for slides or carriers 
be located elsewhere than in the front face. Thus, it is 
usual in the art to provide a rod having a rearwardly 
opening slot and a plurality of individual drapery-support 
ing slides in the slot and supported on the edge thereof. 
Since draperies and the like are often pleated, it is usual 
to provide an individual slide for each pleat. The use of 
individual slide is necessitated by the fact that draperies 
are moved between an "open' and "closed' position and 
it is desirable for the pleats to be compacted in as small a 
width as possible when in "open' position and the slides 
are then generally contiguous. 
The above arrangement requires each slide to be dis 

posed adjacent the rear of the rod and requires a con 
siderable forward extension of the slide body or pendant 
to arrange it adjacent the front face of the rod where the 
drapery is to hang. This forward extension tends to twist 
the slides in their supporting slot causing them to bind 
therein. This has often required substantial force to over 
come and has limited the use of Such drapery supports. 
The condition is aggravated somewhat when the draperies 
are opened and closed since the flexible draperies move 
both laterally and longitudinally during such times. This 
creates a lateral force on the laterally offset pendant of 
the carrier or slide, and in combination with the above 
mentioned binding, tends to cause the carriers to "snake' 
or “wobble' when moved along the slot. 

It is a general object of this invention to provide an 
improved support for draperies and the like in which the 
carriers move freely and easily along the rod with min 
imized drag caused by "snaking.” 

Another object is to provide an improved support for 
draperies and the like including ball bearing carriers hav 
ing comparably large wheels supported inside the rods for 
relatively slow, quiet rolling therealong. 

Still another object is to provide an improved drapery 
support in accordance with the above objects in which 
the carrier wheel has a generally flat tread engaged with a 
trackway in the rod and the carrier is arranged to ac 
commodate slight lateral movement of the pendant or 
body while the wheel tread remains engaged with the trackway. 

Yet another object of this invention is to provide an 
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2 
improved support for draperies and the like and includ 
ing carriers having wheels disposed inside the rod and 
closely adjacent the front wall of the rod. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an 
improved support for draperies and the like including a 
rod having upper and lower trackways therein and a 
master carrier having two ball-bearing wheels each ar 
ranged for guiding on one of the trackways. 

Further objects are to provide an improved drapery sup 
port which is attractive, and which has generally easy, quiet operation. 

These, together with other objects and advantages of 
the invention will be more readily appreciated as the 
same becomes better understood by reference to the fol 
lowing detailed description when taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevatiaonal view of an embodiment 
of the invention; ' ' ', 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of an individual car 

rier with the rod illustrated in phantom; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the carrier and rod taken 

generally along line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a view of the carrier and rod taken generally 

along line 4-4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a master carrier 

with the rod illustrated in phantom; 
FIG. 6 is a top view of the master carrier of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is a view of the master carrier and rod taken 

generally along line 7-7 of FIG. 5. 
Reference is now made more particularly to the draw 

ings, wherein similar reference characters designate cor 
responding parts throughout the several views. In gen 
eral, the drapery support includes an elongate rod, gen 
erally designated by the numeral 19, a plurality of car 
riers designated 12, and master carriers 14 and 14'. Elon 
gate rod 10 may have end members such as 16 and 17 
attached thereto and the end members may have pulleys 
16a, 16b, 17a, and 17b affixed thereto for use in guiding 
a draw cord (not shown) if desired. Elongate rod 10 in 
cludes a generally upright front wall 20, a top wall 22, 
and a bottom wall 24, as best seen in FIGS. 3 and 4. The 
bottom wall has an upwardly extending flange 26 attached 
adjacent the rear edge thereof and the top Wall has a 
downwardly extending portion or flange 28 attached 
thereto. Flanges 26 and 28 have their adjacent edges 26a, 
28a spaced from each other to define a rearwardly open 
ing slot which extends generally the full length of the rod, 
The rod may be mounted on a supporting surface in any 
convenient manner and, since the mounting comprise no 
part of this invention, further description is deemed un 
necessary. 
The above described walls 20, 22, and 24 and flanges 

26 and 28 define a passageway extending generally the 
full length of the rod. This passageway is advantageously 
shaped to cooperate with the carriers 2, 14, and 15' as 
will hereinafter become apparent. In general, bottom wall 
24 has a generally flat upper surface for defining a lower 
trackway 32 extending generally the full length of the rod. 
Similarly, top wall 22 has a generally flat lower surface 
for defining an upper trackway 34 extending generally the 
full length of the rod. Front wall 20 has an inner surface 
inclined forwardly as at 20a and 20b from top wall 22 
and bottom wall 24, respectively. Similarly, flanges 26 
and 28 have inner surfaces 26b and 28b inclined rear 
wardly from bottom wall 24 and top wall 22, respectively. 
As stated above, the drapery support includes a plu 

rality of carrers 12 mounted on the rod and these carriers 
are shown in detail in FIGS. 2-4. In general, each carrier 
12 includes an axle or shaft 41, preferably made of steel, 
a wheel 42 rotatably mounted adjacent the front of the 
axle, and a body or pendant 43 attached adjacent the 
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rear end of the axle, and offset from the wheel. For con 
venience, this carrier may hereinafter sometimes be re 
ferred to as an "offset carrier.” As best seen in FIGS. 3 
and 4, the wheel 42 preferably has a diameter greater 
than the width of the above described slot but less than 
the distance apart of the upper and lower walls 22 and 
24. The wheel has a generally flat tread 42a for engaging 
trackway 32 and the tread has a width approximating, 
but less than, the width of trackway 32. As best seen in 
FIG. 4, the wheel has a front face 42b which diverges 
outwardly from the tread and meets the tread 42a at an 
angle less than the angle which the front wall inner sur 
face 20b makes with trackway 32. Similarly, the wheel 
has a rear side or face 42c which diverges outwardly 
from the tread and meets the tread 42a at an angle less 
than the angle the inner face 26b of the upwardly ex 
tending flange makes with trackway 32 or the inner face 
28b of the downwardly extending flange makes with track 
way 34. In this preferred embodiment of the rod and wheel, 
the wheel tread is engaged with a generally flat track 
way while the remainder of the rod is normally positioned 
away from the wheel thereby creating a minimum amount 
of friction as the wheel moves along the trackway. How 
ever, the closeness of the front face and flanges is such 
that, if the wheel is cocked slightly in the rod, they tend 
to urge the wheel back to position for smooth movement 
along the trackway. Because of the advantageous shape 
of the wheel and passageway, the friction is at a minimum 
and any drag caused by "snaking' is minimized. As best 
seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, a plurality of ball bearings 44 is 
disposed in a single row between the axle 41 and the 
wheel 42. Axle 41 has an annular ball race 45 and wheel 
42 has a shallow annular groove or ball race 46 for re 
ceiving the ball bearings 44, as seen in FIG. 3. The wheel 
42 has a thin retaining flange 36 adjacent one end thereof 
and extending into a groove 38 in the axle 41 as shown 
in FIG. 3. The groove has an axial length greater than 
the width of the flange 36 and a minor diameter less than 
the minor diameter of the flange to allow limited tilting 
of the axle relative to the axis of the wheel. In this man 
ner, the axle 41 and body portion 43 may tilt a limited 
amount relative to wheel 42 while the wheel remains en 
gaged with the trackway, as illustrated in the moved po 
sition in FIG. 4. Thus, slight lateral movement of a drap 
ery transmitted to the body may be absorbed by the 
structure without binding the wheel in the passageway. 
As best seen in FIGS. 2-4, the wheel has a size which is 
only slightly less than the height of the passageway and 
thus is substantially larger than previous wheels in the 
art. This allows a generally slower rotation of the wheel 
since the wheel has a larger circumference than others 
previously known. This structure aids in quiet operation 
of the drapery support and smoothness of travel of the 
carrier in the rod. 
As best seen in FIG. 2, the body portion or pendant 43 

preferably has a width slightly greater than the diameter 
of the wheel 42. Adjacent either side of the body 43 are 
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fingers 47 and 48 extending forwardly therefrom. When 
the body 43 is pivoted from the normal position illustrated 
in FIG. 2, one of the fingers will engage the lower sur 
face of the bottom wall 24 (see FIG. 1) to keep the body 
portion depending from the rod. This is particularly ad 
Vantageous when the rod is transported with the offset 
carriers in place since it prevents the body portion from 
swinging into engagement with the slot which would 
cause additional work to remove it to proper operative 
position. Fingers 47 and 48 also provide generally smooth 
side faces 47a and 48a (see FIG. 2) adjacent the side 
of the body 43 for providing a surface for contacting the 
adjacent carrier when the carriers are contiguous (see 
FIG. 1). Preferably, these fingers are adjacent an opening 
49 in body 43, which opening is for receiving a drapery 
hook or the like. In this manner the pushing surface pro 
vided by the fingers is adjacent the point of weight applied 
to the body. 43 and thus provides smooth operation when 
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4. 
the offset carriers are contiguous to each other. It is con 
templated that means other than opening 49 may be uti 
lized to receive drapery hooks or the like. Since the body 
43 is wider than the wheel 42 and the pushing surfaces 
47a and 48a are adjacent the sides thereof, each wheel 
may rotate quite readily without binding against the wheel 
of an adjacent offset carrier when the carriers are con 
tiguous. It should also be noted that, in the preferred em 
bodiment, the opening 49 is disposed vertically below the 
wheel 42 of the carrier and that the wheel is closely ad 
jacent the front face or front wall 20 of the rod. In this 
manner the weight applied by the drapery hook is in a 
vertical plane with the wheel and, because the wheel is 
closely adjacent the front face, the structure supplies a 
preferred arrangement whereby the receiving means, as 
opening 49, may be coplaner with the support (wheel 42) 
and still closely adjacent the front of the rod. This aids in 
the ease of operation and allows a generally upright head 
ing at the top of the drapery. 

Master carrier or slide 14 is illustrated in detail in FIGS. 
5-7. In its preferred embodiment, the master slide in 
cludes a first and second wheel rotatably mounted on a 
first and second axle and each having a plurality of ball 
bearings disposed therebetween. The wheels, axles, and 
ball bearings are similar in construction and arrangement 
to those described above for the individual offset carrier, 
and similar parts have the same reference character. Each 
axle 41 of the master carrier is attached to an elongate 
body 51 and, in general, the body 5 has a longitudinal 
portion 51a which interconnects a pair of upstanding 
arms 51b and 51c to which the axles 41 are attached. 
An outwardly and longitudinally extending drapery sup 
port arm 52, shaped in any convenient manner known in 
the art, is attached to the longitudinal portion 51a as by 
fastener 53. An outrigger 54 is attached to longitudinal 
portion 51a as by fastener 55. The outrigger 54 is adapted 
for attachment to a draw cord (not shown) in any man 
ner well known in the art, and in the embodiment shown, 
hooks 56a, 56b, 56c, and 56d (see FIG. 5) are provided 
for this purpose. A pair of nylon slides 58 and 58' (see 
FIG. 6) are attached adjacent the rear side of outrigger 
54 and engageable with a portion of rod 10 as, for ex 
ample, flange 62 or 63 shown in FIG. 7. Each wheel 42 
on the master carrier 14 can also tilt relative to its respec 
tive axle 41 so that the flat periphery or tread 42a of each 
master carrier wheel can align with the trackways while 
the nylon slides 58, 58' engage flanges 62 or 63. When 
a drapery is supported upon arm 52 as, for example, 
when, drapery hooks are inserted into openings 52a, 52b, 
and 52c it can be seen that the weight of the drapery is 
cantilevered both outwardly and longitudinally. Under 
such circumstances, slides 58 and 58' will ride on flange 
62 and provide stability laterally and the wheel 42 at the 
end of the master carrier opposite the end at which the 
arm 52 extends will be urged upwardly toward upper 
trackway 34. Thus, the shape of the upper portion of the 
passageway is important to provide a guide for the afore 
mentioned wheel of the master carrier as the carrier moves 
along the rod. If desired, master carrier 14 may be utilized 
without drapery support arm 52 and, for this purpose, lon 
gitudinal portion 51a has a plurality of openings 65 for 
receiving drapery hooks. Outrigger 54, which is adapted 
for attachment to a draw cord, may also be omitted when 
the apparatus is used for a hand traverse installation, for 
example. 

It is now deemed obvious that the present invention 
provides an improved drapery support including a par 
ticularly advantageously shaped rod and carriers mounted 
therein. The carriers are arranged to lie closely adjacent 
the front wall of the rod and yet move therealong with 
a minimum amount of friction. The pendant of the offset 
carrier is constructed so that the weight of the drapery 
is applied vertically below the wheel and yet the pendant 
and axle may move or tilt slightly to absorb slight lateral 
movements of the pendant while the wheel tread remains 
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engaged with the trackway to avoid excessive rubbing 
and drag on the upper portion of the wheel against the 
trackway. The shape of the rod is such as to guide the 
wheels off the master carrier when the cantilevered weight 
of the drapery is supported thereon. The shapes of the 
rod and carriers cooperate to provide a drapery support 
having exceptional ease of operation. 
While we have thus described a preferred embodiment 

of our invention, this has been done by way of illustra 
tion and not limitation and we do not wish to be limited 
except as required by the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 

elongate rod having front and rear sides and adapted for 
mounting generally horizontally, said rod having wait 
means defining a passageway and arranged to provide a 
rearwardly opening access to the passageway, said passage 
way and said access thereto extending generally the entire 
length of the rod, said passageway having a generally flat 
horizontally disposed surface adjacent the lower side there 
of for defining a trackway extending generally the full 
length of the rod, a plurality of offset carriers mounted 
on the rod and each including an axle having its front 
end disposed in the passageway and extending through 
said access to a point rearward of the passageway, a wheel 
rotatably mounted adjacent the front end of the axle and 
having a generally flat tread engaged with the trackway 
for movement therealong, a plurality of ball bearings dis 
posed in a single row between said axle and said wheel, 
said axle and said wheel each having means describing 
a ball race for engaging said ball bearings, a body por 
tion mounted adjacent the rear end of the axle and extend 
ing downwardly and forwardly therefrom to a point below 
said passageway, said body portion having means adja 
cent the lower end thereof and generally vertically below 
the wheel for receiving a drapery support hook, said axle, 
ball bearings, and wheel arranged for allowing the axle 
and body portion to tilt a limited amount relative to the 
wheel in a direction generally perpendicular to the longi 
tudinal axis of the elongate rod. 

2. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod having a passageway extending lengthwise 
thereof and adapted for mounting in a generally horizon 
tal plane, said rod having a front wall and a bottom wall 
attached thereto, said bottom wall having an upwardly 
extending flange attached to the rear edge thereof and a 
Substantially flat upper surface for defining a horizontally 
disposed trackway extending generally the full length of 
the rod, a plurality of offset carriers mounted on the rod 
and each including an axle having its front end disposed 
above the trackway and extending rearwardly to a point 
rearward of said flange, a wheel rotatably mounted adja 
cent the front end of the axle and having a generally 
flat tread engaged with the trackway for movement there 
along, a body portion mounted adjacent the rear end of 
the axle and extending downwardly and forwardly there 
from to a point below said bottom wall in normal posi 
tion, said body portion having receiving means adjacent 
the lower end thereof and generally vertically below the 
wheel for receiving a drapery hook and the like, a pair 
of fingers attached one on either side of said body portion 
in an area adjacent said receiving means and extending 
forwardly from the body portion for engaging the lower 
surface of the bottom wall when the body portion is piv 
oted from said normal position, each finger having a gen 
erally flat outer side for providing a contact surface, said 
contact surfaces of the fingers spaced a distance greater 
than the diameter of the wheel for contacting the adja 
cent offset carrier when the offset carriers are contiguous 
and thereby providing a pushing surface. 

3. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod having front and rear sides and wall means 
defining a passageway having a generally C-shaped cross 
section, the wall means having a rearwardly opening slot 
extending generally the full length of the rod and a sub 
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6 
stantially flat inner surface adjacent the lower side there 
of for providing a trackway extending generally the full 
length of the rod, a plurality of offset carriers mounted 
on the rod and each including an axle having its front 
end disposed in the passageway and extending rearwardly 
through said slot, a wheel rotatably mounted adjacent the 
front end of the axle and having a generally flat tread 
engaged with the trackway for movement therealong, a 
plurality of ball bearings disposed in a single row between 
said axle and said wheel, said axle and said wheel each 
having means describing a ball race for engaging said 
ball bearings, a body portion mounted adjacent the rear 
end of the axle and extending downwardly and forwardly 
therefrom in normal position to a point below said pas 
sageway, said body portion having an opening therein 
adjacent the lower end thereof and generally vertically 
below the wheel for receiving a drapery hook and the 
like, a pair of fingers attached one on either side of the 
body portion in an area adjacent said opening and ex 
tending forwardly from the body portion for engaging the 
lower surface of said rod when the body portion is pivoted 
from said normal position, each finger having a generally 
fiat side adjacent the respective side of the body portion 
for providing a surface for contacting the adjacent offset 
carrier when the offset carriers are contiguous thereby 
providing a pushing surface, said axle, ball bearings and 
wheel arranged for allowing the axle and body portion 
to tilt a limited amount relative to the wheel in a direc 
tion generally perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of 
the elongate rod. 

4. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod having a generally upright front wall and 
top and bottom walls attached thereto, said bottom wall 
having an upwardly extending flange attached adjacent 
the rear edge thereof and a generally flat upper surface 
between the upwardly extending flange and the front 
wall for providing a trackway extending generally the 
full length of the rod, said top wall having a downwardly 
extending flange attached thereto and spaced from said 
upwardly extending flange to define a rearwardly open 
ing slot extending generally the full length of the rod, 
said front wall having an inner surface inclined forwardly 
from the top and bottom walls, each flange having an 
inner surface inclined rearwardly from the respective top 
and bottom wall, a plurality of offset carriers mounted 
on the rod and each including an axle extending through 
the slot, a wheel rotatably mounted on the axle and hav 
ing a diameter greater than the width of the slot but 
less than the distance apart of the upper and lower 
walls, said wheel having a generally flat tread having a 
width not wider than said trackway and engaged there 
with, said wheel having a front side meeting the tread at 
an angle greater than 90° and less than the angle the 
front wall inner Surface makes with the bottom wall and 
a rear side meeting the tread at an angle greater than 
90 and less than the angle the upwardly extending flange 
makes with the bottom wall, a plurality of ball bearings 
disposed in a single row between said axle and said 
wheel, a body portion mounted adjacent the rear end of 
the axle and extending downwardly and forwardly there 
from to a point below the bottom wall, said body portion 
having an opening therein adjacent the lower end thereof 
and generally vertically below the wheel for receiving 
a drapery support hook. 

5. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod having a generally upright front wall and 
top and bottom walls attached thereto, said bottom wall 
having an upwardly extending flange attached adjacent 
the rear edge thereof and a substantially flat upper sur 
face between the upwardly extending flange and the front 
wall for providing a trackway extending generally the 
full length of the rod, said top wall having a downwardly 
extending flange attached thereto and spaced from said 
upwardly extending flange to define a rearwardly opening 

75 slot extending generally the full length of the rod, said 
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front wall having an inner surface inclined forwardly 
from the top and bottom walls, each flange having an 
inner surface inclined rearwardly from the respective top 
and botton wall, a plurality of offset carriers mounted 
on the rod and each including an axle extending through 
the slot, a wheel rotatably mounted on the axle and hav 
ing a diameter greater than the width of the slot but less 
than the distance apart of the upper and lower walls, 
said wheel having a generally flat tread having a width 
not wider than said trackway and engaged therewith, said 
wheel having a front side meeting the tread at an angle 
less than the angle the front wall inner surface makes 
with the bottom wall and a rear side meeting the tread 
at an angle less than the angle the upwardly extending 
flange makes with the bottom wall, a plurality of ball 
bearings disposed in a single row between said axle and 
said wheel, said axle and said wheel each having means 
describing a ball race for receiving said ball bearings, a 
body portion having a width greater than the diameter 
of said wheel and mounted adjacent the rear end of the 
axle and extending downwardly and forwardly therefrom 
in normal position to a point below the bottom wall, said 
body portion having an opening therein adjacent the 
lower end thereof and generally vertically below the 
wheel for receiving a drapery hook and the like, a pair 
of fingers attached one on either side of the body portion 
and extending forwardly from the body portion for 
engaging the lower surface of the bottom wall when the 
body portion is pivoted from said normal position and 
for providing a surface for contacting the adjacent offset 
carrier when the offset carriers are contiguous thereby 
providing a pushing surface. 

6. A support for draperies and the like comprising: 
an elongate rod having a front wall and top and bottom 

walls attached thereto, said bottom wall having an 
upwardly extending flange attached adjacent the rear 
edge thereof and a substantially flat upper surface 
between the upwardly extending flange and the front 
wall for providing a lower trackway extending gen 
erally the full length of the rod, said top wall having 
a downwardly extending flange attached thereto and 
a substantially flat lower surface between the down 
wardly extending flange and the front wall for pro 
viding an upper trackway extending generally the 
full length of the rod, said upper trackway having a 
width approximating the width of the lower track 
Way, said upwardly extending flange and said down 
Wardly extending flange being spaced apart to define 
a rearwardly opening slot extending generally the 
full length of the rod, said front wall and said flanges 
diverging outwardly from the respective upper and 
lower trackways; 

a plurality of offset carriers mounted on the rod and 
adapted to support said draperies and the like and 
each comprising an axle extending through said slot, 
a wheel rotatably mounted on the axle and having a 
generally flat tread engaged with the lower track 
way for movement therealong, said wheel having 
front and rear faces each diverging outwardly from 
the tread and meeting the tread at an angle less than 
the angle between said front wall and lower track 
Way and Said upwardly extending flange and lower 
trackway respectively, a plurality of ball bearings 
disposed in a single row between said axle and said 
wheel, said axle and said wheel each having means 
describing a ball race for receiving said ball bear 
ings, and a body attached adjacent the rear end of 
the axle and extending downwardly therefrom; and 

master carrier means mounted on the rod and com 
prising a first and a second axle extending through the 
slot, a first and a second wheel rotatably mounted on 
the respective first and second axle and each having 
a single row of ball bearings disposed therebetween, 
each wheel and axle having means describing a ball 
race for receiving the ball bearings, each wheel hav 
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ing a generally flat tread for engaging one of said 
trackways, means attached adjacent the rear end of 
each said first and second axle and depending there 
from, and an arm adapted to support said draperies 
and the like mounted on said last-mentioned means 
and extending therefrom in a direction lengthwise 
of the rod. 

7. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod having a generally upright front wall and 
top and bottom walls attached thereto, said bottom wall 
having an upwardly extending flange attached adjacent 
the rear edge thereof and a substantially flat upper sur 
face between the flange and the front wail for providing a 
trackway extending generally the full length of the rod, 
said front wall and said flange each diverging outwardly 
from the trackway, a plurality of offset carriers mounted 
on the rod and each including an axle having its front 
end disposed above the trackway and extending rear 
wardly to a point rearward of said flange, a wheel rotat 
ably mounted adjacent the front end of the axle and hav 
ing a generally flat tread engaged with the trackway for 
movement therealong, a plurality of ball bearings dis 
posed in a single row between said axle and said wheel, 
said axle and said wheel each having means describing 
a ball race for engaging said ball bearings, said wheel 
having a diameter less than the distance apart of said upper 
and lower walls and said tread having a width not wider 
than said trackway, said wheel having a front face diverg 
ing outwardly from the tread at an angle less than the 
divergence of the front wall and a rear face diverging 
outwardly from the tread at an angle less than the diver 
gence of the fiange to center the wheel on the trackway 
and allow free movement therealong, and a body portion 
mounted adjacent the rear end of the axle and extending 
downwardly and forwardly therefrom to a point below 
said bottom wall, said body portion having means adja 
cent the lower end thereof for receiving a drapery hook 
and the like. 

8. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod adapted for mounting generally horizontally, 
said rod having wall means defining a passageway and 
arranged to provide a rearwardly opening access to the 
passageway, said passageway having a trackway adjacent 
the lower side thereof, a plurality of offset carriers mount 
ed on the rod and each including an axle having its front 
end disposed in the passageway and extending through 
said access to a point rearward of the passageway, a 
wheel rotatably mounted adjacent the front end of the 
axle and having a tread engaged with the trackway for 
movement therealong, a plurality of ball bearings dis 
posed in a single row between said axle and wheel, said 
axle and wheel each having means defining a ball race 
for engaging the ball bearings, a body portion mounted 
adjacent the rear end of the axle and extending down 
wardly therefrom, said axle, ball bearings, and wheel 
arranged for allowing the axle and body portion to tilt 
a limited amount relative to the wheel in a direction gen 
erally perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the elon 
gate rod. 

9. A Support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod adapted for mounting generally horizontal 
ly, said rod having wall means defining a passageway and 
arranged to provide a rearwardly opening access to the 
passageway, said passageway having a trackway adjacent 
the lower side thereof, a plurality of offset carriers mount 
ed on the rod, and master carrier means mounted on the 
rod and including first and second axles having their 
front ends disposed in the passageway and extending 
through said access to a point rearwardly of the passage 
way, a wheel rotatably mounted adjacent the front end 
of each axle, each wheel having a tread for engaging the 
trackway for movement therealong, a plurality of ball 
bearings disposed in a single row between each axle and 
its respective wheel, each axle and wheel having means 
defining a ball race for engaging the ball bearings, means 
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attached adjacent the rear end of each axle and de 
pending therefrom, an arm adapted for supporting said 
draperies and the like and mounted on said last men 
tioned means and extending in a direction generally 
lengthwise of the rod, and said axles, ball bearings, and 
wheels arranged for allowing the axles and said last men 
tioned means to tilt a limited amount relative to the 
wheels in a direction crosswise of the longitudinal axis 
of the elongate rod. 
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