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CALVIN A. BUFFINGTON, OF BERKSHIRE, NEW YORK 
EOLDING CHAIR AND FolpIN G ARMICHAR 

Application filed March 4, 

This invention relates to chairs. More spe 
cifically it relates to folding chairs, i. e., 
chairs adapted to be operated from an ex 
tended position, in which they are adapted 

i to support an occupant, to a folded or col 
lapsed position, in which they occupy a com 
paratively small space, and vice versa. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

provide a novel folding chair. 
Another object is to provide a novel fold 

ing arm-chair. w 
Further objects are to provide chairs of 

the above mentioned types which are com 
paratively simple in construction, easy to op 
erate, strong, durable, and which may be 
stored in a small space when folded. Fur 
ther objects and advantages will appear as 
the invention is hereinafter disclosed. 

Referring to the drawings which illustrate 
what I now consider preferred forms of the 
present invention: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the chair in 
folded or collapsed position. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the chair in 
folded position. 

Figs. 3 and 4 are perspective views of the 
chair in different partially opened positions. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the chair in 
(extended or open position. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary, detail, perspective 
view illustrating a modified form of back 
rest. - 

While the invention may assume other 
forms:-notably that illustrated in my co 
pending application entitled “Folding rock 
ing and arm chairs'-within the scope of 
certain of the appended claims, I have re 
stricted the present drawings to a single chair 
in order to avoid surplusage in disclosure. 
Referring to the drawings it will be seen 
that the chair there illustrated comprises a 
main frame 10, a seat frame 11, and members 
26, adapted to extend rearwardly of the main 
frame. The main frame 10 is preferably con 
structed of a single straight strip of oak, ma-. 
hogany, or other suitable wood, bent by any 
well known method, such as steaming, to form 
a U-shaped member of which the U-bend 13 
constitutes a back-rest, or one of the members 
of a back-rest, for a person sitting upon the 
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chair. The lower extremities or legs of the 
U-shaped main frame are adapted to form 
two of the legs of the chair. To impart ri 
gidity to the main frame 10, the latter may 
be provided with a cross brace 14 suitably 55 
connected, as by means of mortise and tenon 
joints, at its opposite ends to the legs of the 
main frame. The brace 14 may also be em 
ployed as a foot rest by a person seated be 
hind the chair. It will be understood of 60 
course that, if the main frame is constructed 
of bent-wood as described, the grain of the 
Wood will run generally in the shape of the U, 
i. e. the grain will extend longitudinally of 
the bend 13 as well as longitudinally of the 65 
legs of the U. 
The seat frame 11 is also preferably con 

structed of a single straight strip of suitable 
wood bent to form a U-shaped member. As 
described in my said copending application, 70 
the inside of the U-shaped seat frame is pro 
vided with a groove adapted to receive the 
edge of a flat member or board 16 which is 
preferably padded or upholstered, as indi 
cated at 17. The seat frame 11 is pivoted 75 
within the main frame 10 so as to be movable 
from the occupant-supporting position (Fig. 
5) to the folded position (Figs. 1 and 2). 
This pivotal connection is effected by means 
of a metallic rod 18 which passes through 80 
the sides of the main frame 10 and through 
the sides of the seat frame 11. The portions 
of the opposite ends of the rod 18 which pro 
ject beyond the sides of the main frame are 
screw-threaded to receive nuts 19, and the 8 
outer ends of the rod may be upset to lock 
the nuts. It will be noted that the rod 18 
forms an additional brace for the main frame. 
The seat frame 11 is oscillated on the rod 18, 
and sleeves 20 and suitable washers serve to 90 
centralize the seat frame with respect to the 
main frame to afford clearance between the 
sides of the seat frame and of the main frame 
for a purpose which will hereinafter appear. 

Each of the two members 26, 26, is pivoted 95 
at its upper end, by rivets 27 or other suitable 
means, to and on the inside of a correspond 
ing one of the two side members of the main 
frame 10. Each of the members 26, 26 is 
movable from extended position (Fig. 5) to a 0 
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folded position between the adjacent sides 
of the seat and main frames (Figs. 1 and 2). 
The members 26, 26, are preferably construct 
ed of round metallic stock suitably flattened 
adjacent the pivots. 
Means are provided whereby when the seat 

is moved from extended to folded position, 
or vice versa, the members 26, 26, are corre 
spondingly and automatically moved. This 
“means' also acts to limit the downward 
movement of the seat and the outward move 
ment of the members 26, 26, when the chair 
is opened. A preferred form of such means 
comprises loops 35 each provided with a right 
angled portion 36 rigidly secured, as by means 
of screws, nails, or rivets, to a corresponding 
one of the side members of the seat frame 11 
on the outside thereof. These loop members 
are preferably constructed of steel or other 
suitable material and each of the members 
26, 26, extends through the somewhat ellipti 
cal eye of a corresponding one of said loops. 
The design is such that when the parts are 
in extended position, the engagement of the 
loops with the member's 26, 26, limits the 
downward movement of the seat to the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 5 and also limits the out 
ward movement of the members 26, 26, to the 
position there shown. By virtue of these 
above described loops, when the seat is moved 
from the position shown in Fig. 5 to that 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, or vice versa, the 
members 26, 26, will be automatically and 
correspondingly moved to one or the other of 
the positions illustrated in said figures. It 
will be noted that each loop 35 comprises a 
laterally projecting pair of elements fixed to 
a corresponding side of the seat frame and 
between which a corresponding one of the 
members 26, 26, extends. 
The main frame 10 is shown reduced at its 

upper portion to form shoulders 40, 40 (Fig. 
5) in which the legs of an auxiliary arch, Seat. 
The auxiliary arch is preferably constructed 
of bent-wood, i. e. a straight strip of wood 
bent to the form shown, and may be glued, 
screwed, or otherwise secured to the main 
frame 10. Et will be noted that the arch 41 
lies below and rearwardly of the arch 13 SO 
as to form in conjunction there with a com 
fortable back-rest for an occupant of the 
chair. If desirable, the back-rest may be 
formed in other ways. For example, in 
stead of reducing the upper portion of the 
main frame and providing the auxiliary arch 
4, the inner sides of the upper portions of 
the side members of the frame 10 may be 
slotted or grooved to receive the opposite ends 
of a back-supporting board 50 (see Fig. 6) 
suitably curved to fit the back of an occupant 
of the chair. 
The rear legs 75, 75, of the chair are 

mounted on the rod 18, between the outside 
of the main frame and the nuts 19, to pivot 
or Oscillate about the axis of the rod, suitable 

may now be summarized as follows. 
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spacing washers being provided. A cross 
brace 76 is secured to the rear legs to impart 
rigidity to the chair and to serve in another 
capacity as will now appear. The brace 6 
has secured thereto a pair of metallic angle 
members 77, each provided with an eye or 
opening through which a corresponding One 
of the members 26, 26, extends. 
The operation of the chair, thus far de 

scribed, is substantially as follows. Assum 
ing that the chair is folded or collapsed (see 
Figs. 1 and 2) and it is desired to open it, the 
seat is moved outwardly and downwardly of 
the main frame. The members 26, 26 are 
thereby moved rearwardly of the main frame 
and cause the rear legs 75, 75 to move rear 
Wardly. Successive positions occupied by the 
parts in the opening movement of the chair 
are illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. The final 
position of the parts is illustrated in Fig. 5, 
in which the chair is shown extended and 
adapted to seat an occupant. The engage 
ment of the loops 35 with the members 26, 
23 limits the downward movement of the 
seat and also limits the rearward movement 
of the members 26, 26, and locks the latter. 
The movement of the rear legs 75, 75, is lim 
ited by the members 26, 26, so that the chair 
is rigid and firm when in extended posi 
tion. Obviously, by moving the seat back into 
the main frame 10, the parts are all re 
stored to the folded position shown in Figs. 
1 and 2. 
While the chair may be constructed with 

out arm-rests, in which case the rear legs 75, 
75 may terminate slightly above the rod 18, 
it is adapted to embody arm-rests and means 
whereby the latter are operated from col 
lapsed to extended position, and vice versa, 
by movement of the seat. One form of such 
means is illustrated in the drawings and may 
be constructed substantially as follows. 

Each of the arm-rests 60, 60, preferably 
constructed of wood (as are also the rear legs 
(5.75 and cross-brace 76), has attached there 
to a corresponding one of two metallic plates 
61, 61. Each of the plates 61, 61, is slotted 
as indicated at 62 to receive a corresponding 
one of pivot pins 63, 63, secured to and pro 
jecting laterally from the opposite sides of 
the main frame 10. The pivot pins 63, 63, 
are preferably provided with enlarged heads 
to prevent, the plates 61, 61, from becoming 
inadvertently disengaged therefrom. The 
rear legs 75, 75, are shown provided with 
ever arms 65, 65. It will be noted that sufi 
cient clearance is provided so that each plate 
61 may enter between an adjacent lever 65 and 
the main frame, when the parts are folded. 
Each of the levers 65, 65, is pivotally con 
nected at 66 to a corresponding one of the 
plates 61, 61. 
The operation of the complete arm chair 

When 
folded, the parts occupy the position illus 
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trated in Figs. 1 and 2. To open the chair 
the operator simply moves the seat down 
ward and forwardly with respect to the main 
frame. This movement of the seat moves the 
rods 26, 26, outwardly and rearwardly with 
respect to the main frame, by virtue of the 
loops or eye members 35. This movement of 
the rods 26, 26, moves the rear legs 75, 75 
rearwardly and the lever arm 65, 65 forward 
ly of the main frame, by virtue of the brackets 
'', 77. The forward movement of the lever 
arms 65, 65 swings the arm-rests 60, 60, for 
wardly and downwardly about the pivots 63, 
63. Various successive positions in the open 
ing movement of the chair are illustrated 
in Figs. 3 and 4, and the final or fully open 
or extended position of the chair is illustrated 
in Fig. 5. It will be noted that all of the 
above described movement of parts is accom 
plished simply by moving the seat with re 
pect to the main frame from the folded posi 
tion (Figs. 1 and 2) to the extended position 
(Fig. 5). To fold the chair, the seat is simply 
swung back into the main frame and all of 
the parts are thereby restored to the position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 
With the exception that the lower portion 

of the bail-shaped rear leg structure is omit 
ted, the chair disclosed in Figs. 1 to 5 of the 
present application embodies all of the fea 
tures of construction and operation disclosed 
in my copending application Serial No. 
603,452, particularly Figs. 1 to 8 thereof. The 
last mentioned application contains generic 
claims which cover the chair herein disclosed. 
It should be noted further that the present 
application contains generic claims which 
cover the form of chair disclosed in my co 
l:ending application entitled “Folding rock 
ing and arm chairs’ in addition to the chair 
erein illustrated. 
In accordance with the provisions of the 

latent statutes, I have herein described the 
principle of Operation of my invention, to 
gether with the apparatus which I now con 
sider to represent the best embodiments there 
of, but I desire to have it understood that the 
apparatus disclosed is only illustrative and 
that the invention can be carried out by other 

: ; means. Also, while it is designed to use the 
various features and elements in the com 
initions and relations described, some of 

these may be altered and others omitted and 
some of the features of each modification may 
be embodied in the others without interfering 
with the more general results outlined, and 
the invention extends to such use. 
What I claim is: 
1. A folding chair comprising in combina 

tion, a main frame having side members; 
substantially straight arm rests pivotally and 
slidably connected to said side members; a 
pair of substantially straight levers each piv 
Otally connected to a corresponding one of 
said side members and to a corresponding 
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one of said arm rests, and a seat pivoted on 
said main frame for relative movement with 
respect to said levers about the same pivotal 
axis as said levers. 

2. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main frame whose lower portions con 
stitute legs; rear legs pivotally connected to 
said main frame; a seat connected to said 
main frame for pivotal movement about the 
same axis assaid rear legs from occupant-Sup 
porting position, into said main frame; said 
seat being relatively movable with respect to 
said rear legs; arm rests connected to said 
main frame; means connecting said seat and 
said rear legs and means connecting said rear 
legs and arm rests, whereby movement of 
said seat from extended to collapsed position, 
and vice versa, is accompanied by correspond 
ing movement of said arm rests and said last 
mentioned legs. 

3. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main frame having side members, 
whose lower portions constitute legs, and 
back-rest means connecting the upper por 
tions of said side members; a seat pivoted 
within said main frame; rear legs connected 
to said side members for pivotal movement 
about the pivotal axis of said seat; said seat 
and rear legs being relatively movable with 
respect to each other; arm rests movably con- 0: 
nected to said side members; means connect 
ing said seat, and rear legs and means con 
necting said arm rests and rear legs, whereby 
movement of said seat from extended to col 
lapsed position, and vice versa, is accom 
panied by corresponding movement of said 
arm rests and rear legs. W 

4. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main frame having a pair of spaced 
side members, whose lower portions constitute 
legs, and back-rest means connecting the up 
per portions of said side members: a seat 
pivoted within said main frame; a plurality 
of pairs of elements, each pair being rigidly 
secured to a corresponding one of the sides 
of said seat; a second pair of members adapt 
ed to extend rearwardly, each of said last 
named members being pivoted within said 
main frame, each movable between corre 
sponding sides of said seat and main frame, 
and each extending between the two elements 
of a corresponding pair of said elements: arm 
rests pivotally connected to said main frame: 
and means connecting said second named 
members and arm rests whereby movement of . 
said members, with respect to said main 
frame, is accompanied by movement of said 
arm rests. 

5. A folding chair comprising spaced up 
rights, a seat arranged between and pivotally 
connected with and spaced from said up 
rights, the said pivotal connection being at 
an intermediate point in the length of the 
seat, loops fixed to and extending laterally 
from opposite sides of the rear end portion 
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of the seat, members extending through, said 
loops and pivotally connected to the inner 
sides of the spaced uprights, arm rests: piv 
otally connected to said uprights, and means 
connecting said members; and arm rests 
whereby movement of said member, is accom 
panied by movement of said arm Fests. . . . 

6. A folding chair comprisingin, combina 
tion, a main frame, having spaced, side men 
bers, whose lower portions: constitute legs, 
and back-rest means connecting, the upper 
portions of said:side members; a seat pivoted 
within said main frame; a plurality of pairs 
of elements, each pair being, rigidly secured 
to a corresponding one of the sides of said 
seat; members adapted to extend rearwardly, 
each of said last named anembers being piv 
oted within said main frame, each movable 
between correspondingsides of said seat and 
main frame, and each extending between the 
two elements of a corresponding pair of said 
elements, rear legs pivotally connected to 
said main frame and means, slidably connect 
ing; said.last named members and rear legs. 

25 is 7. A folding chair comprising spaced up 
rights, a seat arranged between and pivotally 
gonnected with and spaced from said:lip 
rights, the said, pivotal connections being at 
an intel mediate point in the lengths of the 
seat, loops, fixed to and extending laterally 
from opposite sides of the lear end sportion 
of the seat, members extending through said 
loops; and pivotally connected to the inner 
sides of the said, spaced uprights; rear legs 

35 pivotally, connected to said uprights, 
means slidably connecting said anembers and 
rear legs. - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
... 8. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main framehaving spaced side mem 
bers, whose lower, portions constitute legs, 
and back-rest, means connecting the upper 
portions of said side members; a seat; rear 
legs; means eonnecting said seat and rear 
legs to said: niain frame fol' pivotal move 
sment about a common axis; and slidable eon 
nections between the: rears of said seat, and 
said rear legs whereby movement of said seat 
with respect to said, main frame is accom 
panied by movement of said rear legs. 

9. A folding chair comprising in combina 
stion, a main framehaving spaced side-mem 
bers; whose lower portions constitute legs; a 
seat; rear legs: means connecting said: seat 

S 

O 

30 

s:45 

55 Paovements about a common axis; and slid 
able connections between the rear of said seat 
jalad said, rear legs whereby, movement of said 
seat with respect to said main frame is, ac 
companied by movement of Said rear legs. 

; 10. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main-frame. having Spaced side men 
bes, whose lower, portions constitute legs, 
and back-rest means connecting...the upper 
portions of said side members; rear. legs; a 

65 pivot rod extending through said rear legs 

60 

and rear legs to said, main frame for pivotal 
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and side members; a seat mounted upon said 
pivot, rod, between said side members; and 
slidable connections between the rear of said 
seat and said rear legs whereby movement of 
said seat, with respect to said main frame, 
imparts movement, to said rear legs, 
... 11. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main frame having, spaced side mem 
bers, whose lower... portions, constitute legs; 
real legs; a pivot rod extending through said 
rear legs and side members; a seat mounted 
upon said pivot rod between said side mem 
bers; and slidable connections between the 
rear of said seat and said rear legs whereby 
movement of said, seat, with respect to said 
main frame, imparts' movement, to said rear 
legs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

i 12. A chair, comprising in combination a 
bent-wood main frame whose shape is that of 
an inverted U, and whose lower ends, con 
stitute the front legs of the chair adapted to 
be: spread apart, the inner side of the upper 
portion of said main frame being provided 
With grooves, a board forming a back rest 
and mounted at its opposite ends in said 
grooves by spreading said legs apart, rear 
legs, a Seat and means connecting said main 
frame, seat, and rear legs whereby said seat 
and rear legs may be moved toward and from 
Said main frame. . . . 

13. A folding chair comprising in combina 
tion, a main frame; substantially in the shape 
of an inverted U and whose lower portions 
constitute legs, a back-rest extending across 
said main frame at the upper portion thereof; 
a substantially, U-shaped seat frame; rear 
legs; means connecting said seat and rear legs 
to said, main frame for pivotal movement 
about a common axis; and means connect 
ing said seat and rear legs whereby move 
ment of said seat with respect to said main 
frame is accompanied by movement of said 
rear legs. . . . . . 

14. Afolding chair comprising in combi 
nation, a bent-wood U-shaped main frame of 
which the legs of the U form legs of the chair, 
a bent-wood U-shaped seat frame, rear legs; 
means connecting said seat frame and rear 
legs to said mainframe for pivotal movement 
about a common axis; and means connecting 
said seat and rear legs whereby movement of 
said seat with respect to said main frame is 
accompanied by movement of said rear legs. 

15. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation, a main framehaving spaced side mem 
bers, whose lower portions constitute legs; a 
seat; rear legs; means connecting said seat 
and rear legs to said main frame for pivotal 
movement about, a common axis; and means 
connecting said seat and rear legs whereby 
movement of said, seat, with respect to said 
main frame is, accompanied by movement of 
said rear legs, said last mentioned means com 
prising a pair of members each pivotally con 
nected to a corresponding one of the side 
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members of the main frame above the pivotal 
axis of said seat and rear legs, and each op 
eratively connected to a corresponding side of 
Said seat and to the rear leg structure. 

16. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation, Spaced uprights whose upper por 
tions constitute bark posts and Wihose lower 
portions constitute front legs of the chair, a 
rod which extends between said uprights, a 
seat pivoted on said rod, rear legs pivoted on 
said rod, eye members carried by said seat at 
its rear portion, and a pair of members each 
pivoted to a corresponding one of said up 
rights, and each extending through a corre 
sponding One of said eye members, and each 
operatively connected to said rear legs, where 
by movement of said seat from folded to open 
position causes movement of Said rear legs 
from folded to open position. 

17. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation, a main frame having spaced side 
members, whose lower portions constitute 
legs, and back-rest means connecting the up 
per portions of said side members; a seat 

5 pivoted within said main frame; a plurality 
of pairs of elements, each pair being rigidly 
secured to a corresponding one of the sides 
of said seat; members adapted to extend rear 
Wardly, each of said last mentioned members 

} being pivoted within said main frame, each 
movable between corresponding sides of said 
seat and main frame, and each extending be 
tween the two elements of a corresponding 
pair of said elements; rear legs pivotally con 
nected to said main frame for movement 
about the same pivotal axis as said seat; a 
transverse member connecting said rear legs; 
and means operatively connecting the lower 
portion of said second mentioned members 
and said transverse member whereby move 
ment of said second mentioned members about 
their pivotal axes with respect to said main 
frame causes movement of said rear legs 
about their axis with respect to said main 
frame. 

18. A folding chair including a frame hav 
ing spaced parallel legs, a transversely dis 
posed supporting rod connecting the legs; 
folding leg members having pivotal connec 
tion at their upper ends on the rod and a 
transverse member connecting their lower 
portions; a tilting seat pivoted on the Sup 
porting rod, a pair of pendant arms pivoted 
in the frame at a point, therein above the seat 
and having connections at their lower ends 
respectively with said transverse member on 
the folding legs operable to limit outward 
swinging movement of the folding legs; and 
means including devices in connection with 
the rear part of the seat, back of the pivotal 
support thereof, operable to limit upward 
movement of the rear end of the seat and to 
actuate the pendant arms when the seat is 
tilted. 

5 

19. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation, a main frame having spaced side mem 
bers, whose lower portions constitute legs; 
a Seat; rear legs; means connecting said seat 
and rear legs to said main frame for pivotal 
movement about a common axis; and slidable 
coinections between the rear of said seat and 
Said 'ear legs whereby movement of said seat 
With respect to said main frame is accompa 
nied by movement of said rear legs, said slid 
able connections including a pair of members 
each independently pivotally connected to a 
corresponding side of said main frame above 
the axis of pivotal movement of said seat and 
lear legs. 

20. A folding chair comprising in com 
bination; a main frame having substantial 
ly straight side members whose lower por 
tions constitute legs and whose upper por 
tions constitute back posts; back-rest means 
supported by said back posts; a seat; rear 
legs; means connecting said seat and rear 
legs to said main frame for pivotal move 
ment about a common axis; and slidable con 
nections between the rear of said seat and said 
rear legs whereby movement of said seat to 
extended position causes movement of said 
rear legs toward extended position. 

21. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation, a main frame having spaced side 
members whose lower portions constitute 
legs; a seat; rear legs; means connecting said 
seat and rear legs to said main frame for piv 
otal movement about a common axis; the said 
axis of pivotal movement being intermedi 
ate the length of the seat, and connections 
between the rear portions of said seat and 
Said rear legs whereby movement of said seat 
from folded position to extended position 
and vice versa causes movement of said rear 
legs to extended position and vice versa, re 
spectively. 

22. A folding chair which is substantially 
flat when folded and comprising in combi 
nation; a main frame including a reversely 
bent strip of wood with its reverse bend up 
permost and the lower ends of which consti 
tute front legs when the chair is in occupant 
supporting position; a seat pivotally con 
nected to said main frame; rear leg struc 
ture pivotally connected to said main frame; 
means operatively connected to said seat rear 
wardly of the pivotal axis of the seat for lim 
iting downward movement of the seat about 
its pivotal axis; and means operatively con 
nected to said main frame and rear leg struc 
ture on opposite sides of the pivot of the rear 
legs for preventing rearward movement of 
the rear leg structure beyond a predeter 
mined position. 

23. A folding chair which is substantially 
flat when folded and comprising in combina 
tion; a main frame including a reversely bent 
strip of wood with its reverse bend upper 
most and the lower ends of which constitute 
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front legs when the chair is in occupant-Sup 
porting position; a seat pivotally connected 
to said main frame; rear leg structure piv 
otally connected to said main frame; naeans 

35 operatively connected to said main frame 
above the pivotal axis of the seat and also 
to said seat for limiting downward move 
ment of the latter about its pivotal axis, and 
means operatively connected to said main 

it frame and rear leg structure for preventing 
rearward movement of the latter beyond a predetermined position. 

24. A folding chair which is substantially 
flat when folded and comprising in combina 

5 tion; a main frame including a reversely 
bent strip of wood with its reverse bend up 
permost and the lower ends of which con 
stitute front legs when the chair is in occu 
pant-supporting position; a seat connected 
to said main frame for pivotal movement 
with respect to said main frame about a piv 
otal axis which is fixed with respect to said 
main frame and seat; operative connections 
between points of said main frame above 
said pivotal axis, and said seat for limiting 
downward movement of said seat about its 
pivotal axis; rear leg structure connected 
to said main frame for pivotal movement 
with respect to said main frame about a piv 

80 (tal axis which is fixed with respect to said 
main frame and rear leg structure; and 
connections between said main frame and 
rear leg structure for limiting rearward 
movement of the latter. 

'95 - 25. A folding chair which is substantially 
flat when folded and comprising in combi 
nation; a main frame including a reversely 
beit strip of wood with its reverse bend up 
permost and the lover ends of which con 

40 stitute front legs when the chair is in oc 
cupant-supporting position; a seat pivotally 
connected to said main frame; rear leg struc 
ture pivotally connected to said main frame; 
and means including members pivotally con 
nected to said main frame above the pivotal 
axis of the seat, and rearward extensions of 
the sides of the seat, for limiting downward 
movement of the seat about its pivotal axis; 
said members which are pivotally connected 
to said main frame above the pivotal axis of 
the seat being also slidably engaged with said 
rear leg structure for limiting rearward 
movement of the latter with respect to said 
'main frame. 

26. A folding chair comprising in com 
bination, a bent-wood U-shaped main frame 
of which the legs of the U form legs of the 
chair, a bent-wood U-shaped seat frame, rear 
legs and operative connections between said 
seat frame and rear legs whereby said rear 
legs are movable from extended to folded 
position and vice versa, by movement of said 
seat frame from extended to folded position 

(5 frame and rear legs to said main frame for 
and vice versa, means connecting said seat 
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pivotal movement about a common axis, and 
thenbers pivotally connected to said main 
fraine above the pivotal axis of the seat frame 
and slidably connected to the rear legs for 
i 
away from the main frame. 

27. A folding chair which is substantially 
fiat when folded and comprising in combina 
tion; a main frame including a reversely bent 
strip of wood with its reverse bend upper-y 
most and the lower eiads of which constitute 
frontiegs when the chair is in occupant-Sup 
porting position; a seat including a frame 
consisting of a reversely bent strip of wood 
with its reverse bend foremost when the chair 
is in occupant-Supporting position; a pair of 
rear legs; a pivot rod extending through the 
siles of said main frame aind seat frame, and 
through the upper ends of said rear legs; a 
pair of arms, each pivoted at its upper end 
to a corresponding side of said main frame 
above said pivot rod; and operative connec 
tions between said seat frame, said rear legs, 
and said arms, for causing movement of said 
rear legs from foided position to extended po 
sition by movement of said seat from fold 
ed to extended position and for limiting the 
extent of opening movement of said seat 
frame and rear legs with respect to said main 
fraine. 

28. In a folding chair, a pair of braced 
apart uprights, a pair of braced apart legs 
jivoted thereto to swing rearwardly there 
from to support the chair, said legs and their 
bracing means forming rear leg structure of 
the chair, a seat pivoted intermediate its ends 
between the legs adapted to fold with the legs 
within the plane of the uprights, the axis of 
pivotal movement of the seat with respect to 
the uprights being the same as the axis of 
pivotal movement of the rear legs with re 
spect to the uprights, and a brace movable 
with respect to said seat and rear legs slidably 
connecting the seat rearwardly of its pivotal 
connection with the uprights to the rear leg 
structure below the pivotal connection of the 
legs with the uprights. 

29. A folding chair comprising in combi 
nation; a main frame of inverted U-shape 
having substantially straight side members l 
whose lower portions constitute front feet of 
the chair and whose upper portions constitute 
back posts; a substantially U-shaped seat 
frame having its bend foremost when the 
chair is in extended position; a pivot rod 
extending between the sides of said main 
frame and extending through the sides of 
said seat frame intermediate the length of 
said Seat frame; a pair of spaced members 
through which said pivot rod extends and 
whose lower ends constitute rear feet of the 
chair; a pair of slotted plates each pivotally 
connected to a corresponding one of said last 
thentioned members; a pair of pins each se 
cured to a corresponding one of the side mem 

iting rearward movement of the latter 

80 

85 

00 

95 

00 

05 

O 

20 

25 

30 

  



1,838,212 

bers of said main frame and each extending 
into the slot of a corresponding one of said 
plates; and sliding connections between the 
rear portion of said seat and said second 

5 mentioned members whereby movement of 
Said seat from folded position to extended 
position causes movement of said second men 
tioned members from folded to extended po 
sition. 

10 In testimony whereof I hereto affix my sig 
nature. 

CALVIN A. BUFFINGTON. 
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