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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OTTO SALLBACH, of 

Pittsburg, county of Allegheny and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im 
proved Mechanical Ledger, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, Figures 1 
and 2 represent top views of my improved 
mechanical ledger, one in closed the other in 
open position, and Fig. 3 is a vertical longi 
tudinal section of the same on line c c, Fig. 1. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
The invention is intended as a mechanical 

device for business men to keep the accounts 
of the customers in a convenient manner with 
out requiring any knowledge of book-keeping, 
the device being so hung up in the store that 
the customer may at any time see the exact 
state of his account. 
The invention consists of a series of revolv 

ing strips, with numerals indicating dollars 
and cents, which strips are moved by an ad 
justable friction roller and shaft, the whole 
being inclosed in Suitable manner. 

In the drawing, A represents an oblong box 
of any suitable size, whose right-hand corner 
is broken off, and covered by a plate of glass. 
A door, B, at the opposite end of the box A, 
may be opened and closed when necessary, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The bottom of the 

ing strips E, or to release it from the same. 
The strips E are stretched on rollers E, a 
suitable number of them, according to the 
size of the ledger, being arranged in the box. . 
The strips are arranged in two groups, one 
above the other, the lower one extending be 
yond the upper, so that the ends of both are 
visible through the corner glass-plate. The 
strips are printed with numerals, which indi 
cate dollars on one and cents on the other 
set. A lateral dividing-strip, b, is placed be 
tween the ends of the strips to admit the easier 
reading of the numbers sidewise of each other. 
The amount is kept for each customer by 

entering his name to a certain number on the 
inside slate, and setting the printed strips to 
the exact number of dollars and cents by 
setting, first, the friction-wheel to move the 
lower strip, and then to the upper. The 
amount due will then be visible through the 
corner glass plate and indicate to the customer 
the state of his account, his number and date 
of last purchase only being placed on the out 
side. When the account-strips have been ad 
justed, the friction-wheel is released from con 
tact with the strips, so that no accidental 
changing of the same is possible. If desired, 
the box may be enlarged to have a credit as 
Well as a debit account by simply doubling 
the mechanism. . 
Eaving thus described my invention, I claim 

box is provided with a slate, which may be as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
taken out at pleasure, and upon which the 
different names and numbers are written, the 
same number and date being placed on the 
outer surface of the cover at places corre 
sponding in position to the names below. A 
friction-wheel, C, is placed on a lateral spindle, 
C, that turns in suitable bearings C° of the 
box, the wheel being made to slide on the 
spindle or shaft, while it is fast thereon axially, 
The spindle is turned from the outside by a 
knob. The bearings C* slide in guide-recesses 
of the side walls of the box A, so that the 
wheel may be set into higher or lower position, 
suitable keys D serving to raise or lower the 
bearings. Lugs or tumblers at of the keys en 
gage the shaft C and carry the friction-wheel 
to one side toward a series of endless revolv. 

ent 
1. A mechanical ledger, composed of an ad 

justable friction-wheel and spindle, in con 
nection with a series of endless revolving ac 
Count-strips, substantially in the manner and 
for the purpose described. 

2. The combination of the spindle of the 
friction - wheel, turning in sliding bearings, 
With keys, having lugs to engage spindle and 
set or release friction-wheel from contact with 
account-strips, substantially as described and 
specified. 
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