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30 Claims. (C. 128-305) 
Our invention relates generally to instruments 

for performing minor surgery, and particularly 
to a forceps for performing the operation known 
as circumcision. A 

It is an important object of our inventilon to 
provide a relatively inexpensive, mechanically 
efficient, device of the character described which 
enables the performance of surgically correct op 
erations. , • 

It is also an important object of our invention 
to provide an instrument of the character de 
scribed which produces for the operation a 
hemostatic condition which remains after the 
performance of the operation of circumcision, so 
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5 that ties and bandages are not necessary subse 
quent to the operation. 

It is also an important object of our invention 
to provide an instrument of the character de 
scribed with which the operation of circumcision 
may be performed so as to produce, as a result of 
the operation, hemostatic surfaces upon the 
severed edge of the tissue. . 
Another object of our invention is to provide for 

the severing of the foreskin of the penis along a 
255 line which is on a plane parallel to the plane run 

ning through the corona of the penis. 
Another object is to provide for the severing of 

the foreskin without injury to the frenum or to 
the glans. 
A still further object is to provide a device 

which will sever the foreskin on both sides of the 
penis in one operation. 
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Another object is the provision of an instru 
ment which will firmly hold the entire foreskin 

as to be cut while the said foreskin is severed. 
still another object is to provide an instrument 

for holding the foreskin which will permit the free 
circulation of blood in the glans during the op 
eration on said foreskin. 

It is also an important object of our invention 
to provide an instrument of the type described for 
performing the operation of circumcision by the 
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use of which the operation may be performed . 
without requiring administration to the patient 

As of anesthetics, the operation beling practically 
painless and capable of being very quickly per 
formed. N 

Other objects and advantages of our inventilon 
will be apparent from a reading of the following 

o description in connection with the drawings, 
wherein for purposes of illustration we have 
shown a preferred embodiment of our invention: 
in which, 

Figure 1 is a general side elevational view of 
5 the embodiment. 

Figure 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view 
through Figure 1. . 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken 
through Figure 1 at right angles to the view 
shown in Figure 2, showing the embodiment in 
closed position. 

Figure 4 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken approximately on the line 4-4 of Figure 3 
looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Figure 5 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken through Figure 3 approximately on the line 
S-5 and looking in the direction of the arrows. 
Figure 6 is a transverse sectional view through 

a tubular member. 
Figure 7 is an end view of the blade of the 

device. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, the numeral 
generally designates the device of our invention 

which is composed of the normally stationary 
lever 6 and the normally movable lever 7 which 
are crossed on a common pivot 8. As shown in 
Figure 2 the lever 6 is wider at the point where 
the levers cross and is provided with an opening 9 
in its side in which the lever 7 seats and works on 
the pivot 8. 
The lever 6 comprises the handle portion and 

the knife carrying portion l . The lever 7 com 
prises the handle portion 2 and the knife ac 
commodating portion 3. 
The portion i f of the normally stationary lever 

S has in its end a cylindrical opening 4 Which 
faces the portion 3 of the lever 6. Extending 
toward the pivot 8 from the opening 4 is a nar 
row slot f 5 which is traversed by a pivot pin 6 
and a retainer pin T. Working in the slot 5 and 
extending from the slot toward the portion 3 of 
the lever T is a knife operating lever di 8 which has 
an enlarged head portion f 9 which the pivot i 6 
traverses eccentrically so as to endow the head i 9 
with a cam action with respect to a knife struc 
ture which is axially movable in the opening f4 
in the end of the lever in a manner to be de 
scribed. A spring member 20 generally in the 
form of a numeral 6 having a suitable number of 
convolutions is arranged in the slot 5 about the 
pin T and engaged with the operating lever 8 in 
such a way, that the lever 8 is normally posi 
tioned outwardly in the inoperative position. It . 
will be observed that the handle portion of the 
lever 8 is offset to one side of the levers 6, 7 to a 
position convenient for operating the same while 
holding the levers 6 and T. closed. The cylindricai opening i in the end of the 
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portion of the lever 6 is located in a knife bear- , 
ing head 22 which has an angularly arranged in . . 
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We claim as our invention: 4 
1. An instrument of the type described for 

holding and cutting the foreskin of a penis 
comprising, a pair of pivoted levers, cooperating 
heads on said levers adapted to be registered 
and further adapted to hold said foreskin placed 
between the sald, heads, said heads having open 
spaces for accommodating said penis, a knife 
mounted in cooperative relationship with one of 
said heads, the other of said heads having an 
opening for receiving a portion of said knife, 
and means for moving said knife relative to said 
opening to cut the said foreskin between the said 
heads. 

2. An instrument of the type described com 
prising a pair of crossed levers, cooperating 
heads on said levers adapted to be registered, 
a knife on one of the heads, and a knife re 
ceiving opening provided in the other head, 
and penis receiving openings in said heads, sald . 
knife being - movable, and knife operating lever 
means for moving the knife for severing a penis 
foreskin interposed and held between said heads. 

3. A surgical instrument of the type described 
comprising a pair of crossed levers, a cooperating 
head on one end of each of the levers adapted 
to be registered when the levers are closed, said 
heads being provided, with axially registered 
openings adapted to be registered when the 
heads are in cooperating relation, said openings 
being adapted to receive a penis when registered, 
portions on said heads for cooperation in hold 
ing portions of the foreskin of the penis - for 
producing a localized hemostatic condition there 
in when the levers are forcibly closed, knife means 
on one of the heads for severing the foreskin, op 
erating lever means for operating the knife car 
ried by said lever head for operating the knife 
during the production of the hemostatic condi-' 
tion. 

4. A surgical instrument of the type described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected levers, 
cooperating heads i on the levers provided with 
penis receiving openings arranged to register 
when the levers are closed, a tubular knife on 
one of the heads and a knife receiving opening 
provided in the other head. . 

5. A surgical instrument of the type described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected levers, 
cooperating heads on the levers provided with 
penis receiving openings arranged to register 
when the levers are closed, a, tubular knife on 
one of the heads and a knife receiving opening 
provided in the other head, said tubular knife 
and the knife receiving opening surrounding the 
penis receiving openings in the heads. 

6. In a surgical instrument including a pair 
of pivotally connected levers, cooperating heads 
on the levers having penis receiving openings 
arranged to register when the levers are closed; 
penis foreskin hemostasis producing formations 
on the meeting portions of the heads, and knife 
means carried by one head and cooperable with 
the remaining head for severing the foreskin of 
the penis when hemostasis thereof has bee 
accomplished. 

7. In a surgical instrument including a pair 
of pilvotally connected levers, cooperating heads 
on the levers having penis receiving openings 
arranged to register when the levers are closed; 
penis foreskin hemostasis producing formations 
on the meeting portions of the heads, and knife 
means carried by, one head and cooperable with 
the remaining head for severing the foreskin of 
the pens when i hemostasis thereof has been 
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accomplished, said knife means being of tubular 
form and movable into an annular opening pro 
vided on the renaidning head. 

8. A surgical instrument of the type described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected levers, 
cooperating heads on the levers provided with 
penils receiving openings arranged to register 
when the levers are closed, a tubular knife on 
one of the heads and a knife receiving opening 
provided in the other head, said tubular. knife 
and the knife receiving opening surrounding the 
penis receiving openings in the heads, said tubu 
lar knife and said knife receiving openings being 
radially outwardly spaced from the penis receiv 
ing openings. - 

9. In a surgical instrument including a pair 
of pivotally connected levers, cooperating heads 
on the levers having penis receiving openings 
arranged to register when the levers are closed; 
pens foreskin hemostasis producing formations 
on the meeting portions of the heads, and knife 
means carried by one head and cooperable with 
the remaining head for severing . the foreskin 
of the penis when hemostasis thereof has been 
accomplished, said hemostasis producing forma 
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tlons and the working end of the knife being dis 
posed at ar angle to the axis of the penis re 
ceiving openings to produce circular and angular 
amputation of the i penis foreskin. 

10. A circumcising instrument comprising, in 
combination, engaging means having a penis re 
ceiving portion, a second engaging means having 
a penis receiving portion, means for cooperatively 
moving the engaging means relative to each other, 
the arrangement of the said engaging means be 
ing such that the penis may be inserted through 
the penis receiving portion of the first engaging 
means and such that the foreskin may be en 
gaged between the two engaging means while the 
forward end of the penis extends into the penis 
receiving portion of the second engaging" means, 
and means slidably mounted on one of the 
engaging means for cutting the foreskin. 

11. A circumcising instrument comprisling, in 
combination, engaging means having a penis re 
ceiving portion, a second engaging means having 
a penis receiving portion, lever means for co 
operatively moving the engaging means relative 
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to each other, the arrangement of the said i en 
gaging means being such that the penis may be 
inserted through the penis receiving portion of 
the first engaging means and such that the fore 
skin may be engagèd between the two engaging 
means to . produce a hemostatic condition while 
the forward end of the penis extendis into the 
penis receiving portion of the second engaging 
means, and means slidably mounted on one of 
the engaging means for cutting the foreskin. 

12. A surgical instrument for use in hemosta 
tically severing the foreskdn of the penis, com 
prising, in combination, a member having a 
penis receiving opening and having a portioa 
adapted to engage said foreskin, a member 
adapted to engage said foreskin, and means con 
necting said members for moving one of said 
members longitudinally of said penis toward the 
other said member for exerting an axdally di 
rected pressure upon said foreskin, thereby caus 
ng hemostasis as said foreskin is severed. 
13. A surgical instrument for use in hemosta 

tically severing the foreskin of the penis, con 
prising, in combination, a first member having 
a portion adapted to receive the head of the 
penis, and also having a porton adapted to en 
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gage one side of the foreskin of said penis, a 7s 
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4. 
Second member adapted to engage the other 
side of the foreskdn between the two sald, menn 
bers, and means connecting said members for 
forcing in a direction longitudinal of said penis, 
the two members together so as to tightly 
clamp the foreskin and cause hemostasis during 
the severing of the foreskin. 

14. A device adapted for the removal of the 
foreskin of the penis, comprising, in combination, 
hemostatilc means for controlling the flow of blood 
in th? foreskin, said hemostatic means adapted to 
substantially encircle the said penis, and associ 
ated cutting means slidably mounted on the saidd 
hemostatic means for severing the foreskin. 

15. A device for circumcising the foreskin of the 
pens and for the control of the blood flow caused 
by the circumcision, comprising, in combination, 
hemostatic means adapted to accommodate said 
penis and to clasp sad foreskin for applying pres 
sure upon the foreskin, said hemostatic means be 
ing adapted to apply said pressure upon all parts 
of the foreskim to be cut in saidd circumcision in a 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

70 

795 

direction longitudinal of said penis, associated 
cutting means carried by said hemostatlc means 
for severing the foreskin to which said pressure 
is applied, and means for operating said hemo 
static means and said cutting means. 

16. A surgical instrument for hemostatically re 
moving the foreskin of the penis, comprising, in 
combination, lever means for applying pressure 
upon all parts of the foreskin to be cut in said 
circumcision, said lever means being adapted to be 
moved longitudinally of said penis and to engage 
said foreskin laterally of said penis, and cutting 
means carried by said lever means for severing 
said foreskin under saldi pressure from said penis, 
and means for operating said lever means and said 
cutting means. 

17. A surgical instrument for hemostatically re 
moving the foreskin of the penis, comprising, in 
combination, a pair of pivoted levers having por 
tions adapted to be disposed in an arc about said 
penis and to apply pressure to said foreskin, one of 
said portions having an opening adapted to ac 
commodate, and to receive part of, said penis, cut 
ting means mounted on one of said levers, means 
for moving said cutting means intermediate said 
levers from one of said levers toward the other of 
said levers, said cutting means beling adapted to 
cut the foreskin while under the pressure of the 
said portions of the levers. M 

18. A surgical instrument for hemostatically 
severing the foreskin of the penis, comprising, in 
combination, a pair of pivotally connected levers, 
cooperating members mounted on saidd levers, one 
of said members having a penis receiving opening, 
cutting means mounted upon one of saldi members, 
the other of said members having a recess adapted 
to register with said cutting means, and operating 
means for operating said cutting means, the com 
bination of the members and the cutting means 
being such that the foreskin of the penis is 
clamped between said members and severed by 
said cutting means. 

19. Asurgical instrumentfor hemostatically sev 
ering the foreskin of the penis comprising, in com 
bination, a pair of cooperating members for 
clamping sald foreskin, one of said members hav 
ing a portion adapted to embrace said penis, means 
for moving saldi members relative to each other so 
as to hemostatically clamp said foreskim, cutting 
means carried by one of said members for sever 
ing said foreskin, and operating means for operat 
ing said cutting means. 

20. A surgical instrument for hemiostatically 
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severing the foreskin of the penis alkong - a line 
which is on a plane substantially paralle to the 
plane passing through the corona of the said 
penis comprising, in combination, a pair of coop-. 
erating members for clamping sald, foreskin, one 
of said members having a portion adapted to em 
brace said penis, said portion adapted to be dis 
posed axially of said penis, foreskim engaging por 
tions on said members, said engaging portions be 
ing disposed on a plane which is substantially 
parallel to said plane passing through the corona, 
means for moving said members relative to each 
other so as, to hemostatically clamp said foreskin, 
cutting means carried by one of said members for 
severing the said foreskin along said line, and 
operating means for operating said cutting means. 

21. A surgical instrument for severing the fore 
skin of the penis comprising, in combination, a 
pair of members adapted to engage the said fore 
skin between the said members, one of said mem 
bers having a portion adapted to embrace said 
penis, cutting means carried by one of said mem 
bers and extending toward the other of said mem 
bers, and operating means for moving said cutting 
means relative to said other member so as to 
sever the foreskin between said members. 
22. A surgical instrumentfor hemostaticallysev 

ering the foreskin of the penis along a line which 
is substantially on a plane passing through the 
penis and disposed at an acute angle to the frenal 
cord of said penis so that said foreskin is severed 
without injury to the said frenal cord comprising, 
in combination, a pair of cooperative members, 
each of said members having a portion adapted to 
accommodate sald penis, one of said portions be 
ing adapted to substantially embrace said penis, 
said portions adapted to be disposed axially of 
said penis, a foreskin engaging portion on each 
of said members, said engaging portions being dis 
posed substantially parallel to said plane, means 
for clamping said members together so as to hemo 
statically clamp the said foreskin between said 
members, i cutting means carried by one of said 
members, and means for º operating said cutting 
means so as to sever the said foreskin clamped 
between the sad members. 
23. A circumcising instrument for hemostatically 

severing the foreskin of the penis, said foreskin 
having an inner and an outer layer of skin, com 
prising, in combination, a pair of members having 
foreskin engaging surfaces, one of said surfaces 
being adapted to engage the inner layer of skin 
of said foreskin and the other of said surfaces be 
ing adapted to engage the outer layer of skin of 
said foreskin, one of said members having a por 
tion for embracing said penis, said portion adapted 
to be disposed axdally of the penis, the said suur 
faces of said members being disposed at an in 
clined angle to said axially disposed portion, 
means for clamping said members together so as 
to cause hemostasis in the foreskin, and cutting 
means carried by One of said members for sever 
ing the said foreskin clamped between said mem 

24. A circumcising instrument for hemostatical 
ly severing the foreskin of the penis comprising, in 
combination, a first member having a cylindrical 
opening for accommodating said penis and having 
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a foreskin engaging surface, a second member 
having a foreskin engaging surface adapted to reg 
ister with the surface of the first member, said 
registered surfaces being disposed on an inclined 
angle to the axds of said cylindrical opening. 
means for operating said members so as to press 
the foreskin between the said members, cutting 7s 
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means carried by one of said members for cutting 
said foreskin, and operating means for operating 
said cutting means. - 

25. A device for hemostatically severing the 
foreskdn of the penis comprising, in combination, 
a pair of members having foreskin engaging sur 
faces disposed radially of said penis, means for 
moving said members so as to exert pressure 
axially of salid penis upon the said foreskin caus 
ing hemostasis of the said foreskin, cutting means 
supported by one of said members for severing the 
said foreskin, and operating means for operat 
ing said cutting means. 

26. In a penis foreskin circumcising device hav 
ing a pair of clamping, members adapted to em 
brace said penis for clamping the foreskin inter 
posed between the said clamping members and 
having operating means, of a blade having a tubu 
lar portion adapted to be carried by one of said 
clamping members, a cutting edge portion adapted 
to extend toward the other of said clamping mem 
bers and to sever the foreskin interposed between 
said clamping members, and an engaging portion 
adapted to engage said operating means. . . . 

27. In a penis foreskdin circumcising device, said 
device having a pair of clamping members for 
clamping said foreskin, one of the clamping mem 
bers being adapted to embrace said penis, and 
having operating means, of a blade member having 

00 an arcuate body portion adapted to be slidably 
carried by one of said clamping members, a cut 
ting edge portion extending from said body, por 
tion and adapted to sever the foreskdim interposed 
between said clamping members, and an engaging 
portion adapted to engage said operating means. 

28. In a penis foreskin circumcising device, said 
device having a pair of clamping members for 

clamping said foreskin along a plane which is 
substantially parallel to a plane passing through 
the corona of said penis, one of the clamping 
members being adapted to substantially embrace 
said penis, and having operating means, of a 
blade member having an arcuate body portion 
adapted to be carried by one of said clamping 
members and to be moved relative to said clanp 
ing member, a cutting portion projecting from said 
body portion and adapted to extend from said 
body portion substantially parallel to said penis, 
the said cutting portion being arranged to sever 
the foreskiln interposed between said clamping 
members along a lline which lies on said first men 
tioned plane, and an engaging portion adapted 
to engage said operating means. 

29. In a penis foreskin circumcising device, saldi 
device having hemostatic means and cutting op 
erating means, of a cutting member adapted to 
be carried by said hemostatic means, said cutting 
member being adapted to be disposed substan 
tially circumferentially of said penis, the said 
cutting member having a cutting portion adapted 
to sever the foreskin in said hemostatic means 
and having an engaging portion adapted to : en 
gage said operating means. 

30. In a penis foreskin circumcising device, sald 
device having hemostatic º means, of a cutting 
member adapted to be carried by saldi hemostatic 
means, said cutting member being adapted to be 
disposed in an º arc about said penis and being 
adapted to extend substantially akially of the 
said penis, the said cutting member being adapted 
to sever the foreskin of said penis. 

STEPHEN ULYsses sirvoN. 
CHARLES ARTHUR svoN. 
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