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Description

�[0001] The present invention relates to patient han-
dling equipment and to a method of monitoring patient
handling equipment.
�[0002] Stretcher trolleys are frequently collapsed into
a lower position and then raised again. Collapse normally
occurs when the trolley is entering an ambulance and
the trolley is normally raised when a patient is being ma-
noeuvred on the trolley. Similarly chairs that are used to
transport patients are frequently collapsed to a storage
position when not in use.
�[0003] The raising and lowering of the trolleys subjects
the trolleys to metal fatigue. Whilst trolleys are serviced
regularly there is no way of making a visual inspection
of the fatigue that the metal has suffered. Accordingly,
good practice is to replace the trolleys when they are
likely to have undergone a certain number of raising and
lowering operations.
�[0004] When trolleys are sold they normally go, in a
batch order, to a particular authority. That authority then
allocates the stretchers either to inner city front line am-
bulance services, where the trolleys are subjected to fre-
quent raising and lowering, or to suburban or rural serv-
ices where frequency of use is far less. Nevertheless,
good practice dictates that the trolleys are exchanged
when fatigue may have occurred to an extent where re-
placement is required on the assumption that each trolley
is an inner city trolley that has been subject to frequent
raising and lowering. Alternatively trolleys are frequently
kept in use beyond what is to be an acceptable or safe
life span.
�[0005] EP 0 022 002 discloses a kinetic therapy table
on which a patient lies. Movement of the patients leg and
the direction of movement is controlled by a cabinet that
is connected to the patients leg.
�[0006] It is an object of the present invention to attempt
to overcome at least some of the above described dis-
advantages.
�[0007] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion patient handling apparatus is defined in Claim 1.
�[0008] The counting means may be arranged to pro-
vide a count when the support portion is moved to at least
one of the positions.
�[0009] The counting means may be arranged to pro-
vide an indication of the number of times the support
portion has been moved to the second position.
�[0010] The counting means may comprise first and
second parts that are arranged to move relative to each
other when the support portion has moved between the
two positions. Relative movement of the first and second
parts may be arranged to effect the count. The first part
may comprise a magnet and the second part may com-
prise a counter responsive to the magnet, such as being
responsive to movement of the magnet. The first and
second parts may be arranged to be spaced from each
other when the support portion is being moved between
the first and second positions and when the support por-

tion is in the first and second positions and monitoring
that indication.
�[0011] The first and second parts may both be ar-
ranged to move. One part may move translationally. Al-
ternatively or additionally at least one and preferably both
parts may move pivotally. The parts may both be ar-
ranged to be mounted in the top region of a stretcher
when that stretcher is in both positions. At least one and
preferably both parts may be arranged to be located be-
neath the support portion.
�[0012] The first and second parts may be arranged to
come within 10mm of each other in order to activate the
counting means.
�[0013] The counting means may be arranged to record
every alternative count.
�[0014] At least one of the first or second parts of the
counting means may be mounted to move when the up-
per frame arrangement moves between the upper and
lower positions.
�[0015] The trolley arrangement may include a second,
lower frame arrangement that the upper frame arrange-
ment is arranged to move towards and away from when
the upper frame arrangement is being moved away from
or towards the raised position.
�[0016] The upper frame arrangement may be arranged
to be supported directly on the lower frame arrangement
when the support portion is in the lower position.
�[0017] The upper frame arrangement and the lower
frame arrangement may be connected together by a link-
age arranged to control the movement between the upper
and lower frame arrangements.
�[0018] At least part of the counting means may be con-
cealed. At least part of the counting means may be lo-
cated in part of a frame of the patient handling equipment
or mounted on or to a part of a frame of the trolley ar-
rangement. The part of the counting means that is located
in part of the frame may be visible through part of the
frame. Alternatively or additionally that part may be ac-
cessible by removing part of the frame such as a cover
on part of the frame.
�[0019] According to a further aspect of the present in-
vention a method of monitoring patient handling appara-
tus is defined in Claim 13.
�[0020] The trolley arrangement may include wheels
that the trolley arrangement is moved on.
�[0021] The method may comprise periodically moni-
toring the number of times that the support portion has
been moved between the upper and lower positions and
causing an event to occur as a result of the number of
times that a support portion has been moved to at least
one of the positions, that event being, for instance, to
provide a service for the apparatus, or to vary the service
that is provided, or to recommend replacement of at least
part of the apparatus.
�[0022] The method may comprise viewing a counter
when the apparatus is being monitored and the method
may comprise viewing the counter through a part of the
apparatus or the method may comprise moving a part of

1 2 



EP 0 979 641 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the apparatus in order to view the counter.
�[0023] The method may comprise monitoring alternate
counts.
�[0024] The present invention may be carried into prac-
tice in various ways but several embodiments will now
be described, by way of example, and with reference to
the accompanying drawings, in which:�

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a first stretcher trol-
ley 10 according to a first embodiment of the present
invention with the trolley being in the raised position;

Figure 2 is a side view of the trolley 10 in the lower
position;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a stretcher trolley
110 according to a further embodiment of the present
invention, and

Figures 4 and 5 are side views of the trolley 110 in
the raised position with the support being at an angle
to the horizontal and horizontal respectively;

Figure 6 is a side view of a further embodiment of a
stretcher trolley;

Figure 7 is a plan view of Figure 6;

Figures 8, 9, 10 and 11 are side views showing the
trolley of Figure 6 in various different configurations,
and

Figures 12 and 13 are photographs showing the ori-
entation of two parts of a counting device when the
trolley of Figure 6 is in the upper and collapsed po-
sitions.

�[0025] As shown in Figure 1 the trolley 10 includes a
support portion 12 defined by a back support portion 12a,
a buttock support portion 12b and a leg support portion
12c. The angles of the back and leg support portions can
be varied on the trolley by altering the angles of props
that extend to beneath the support portion to the main
frame of the trolley. The operation of such supports is
well known and will not be described further. A mattress
14 can be located on the support portion 12, as shown
in Figure 2.
�[0026] The trolley includes an upper quadrilateral
frame 16 and a lower quadrilateral frame 18. The frames
16 and 18 are connected together by a first leg frame 20
that is pivotally connected to an end section 18a of the
lower frame and a second leg frame 22. The leg frame
22 is connected to the side sections 18b of the lower
frame via blocks 24 connected to the side sections 18b.
The legs 22 are connected to the block 24 via rollers 26
that permit the legs 22 to move relative to the blocks 24
to a limited degree between the ends of the blocks in the
direction of extent of the side sections 18a.

�[0027] The leg frames 20 and 22 are connected to-
gether by a horizontal pivot rod 28.
�[0028] The upper end of the leg frame 22 is pivotally
connected, at each side, to a bar 30. Each end of the bar
30 is connected via a shaft 32 to the side of the upper
frame 16.
�[0029] The leg frame 22 is connected to the upper
frame 16 by a sliding connection 34 in a well known man-
ner such that, upon pulling of a handle 36 a lug restraining
relative sliding movement is released from a slot 38 and
the upper leg is able to slide towards or away from the
end portion 16b of the upper frame. When the handle 36
is released the spring loaded lug returns into the next slot
38 that it comes into alignment with. This sliding move-
ment of the upper end of the leg frame 20 causes the
height of the stretcher to be raised or lowered. In the
lowermost position sockets 40 are lowered on to spindles
42 of the upper frame and lower frame respectively, as
shown in Figure 2. In that position the upper frame rests
on the lower frame and the leg frames are substantially
parallel to each other.
�[0030] In the raised position shown in Figure 1 the trol-
ley can be manoeuvred by being rolled along wheels 44
which can rotate about a horizontal axis and also about
a vertical axis depending downwardly from each corner
of the lower frame. In the raised position the trolley can
approach an ambulance such that wheels 46, which can
rotate about a horizontal axis and which are connected
to the upper frame towards the front end 16b just below
that end, rest on the floor of the ambulance. If desired
the wheels 46 can be arranged to be at a slightly greater
height than the floor of the ambulance. The rear of the
trolley can then be lifted to pivot the trolley about the
wheels 44 and to bring the wheels 46 into contact with
the floor of the ambulance. The lower frame is then
brought up to the upper frame and detachably retained
in position. The trolley is then pushed into the ambulance.
Removal of the trolley from the ambulance and the lifting
of the upper frame relative to the lower frame is a reversal
of the above described sequence.
�[0031] In the lower position shown in Figure 2 it is pos-
sible to manoeuvre the trolley with the wheels 44 provid-
ing the rolling motion required. The wheels 46 are just
off the floor.
�[0032] The embodiment described in Figures 3 to 5
will now be described. Like parts have been given the
same numeral prefaced by the numeral 1.
�[0033] As shown in Figure 3, the trolley includes an
upper rectangular frame 116 of round cross-�section tube
and a lower rectangular frame 118 also of round cross-
section tube. Two pairs of leg frames 120 and 122 are
provided with those frames each being connected to two
different end sections 118a. A pivot rod 128 connects the
two frames. Back 112a, buttock 112b and leg 112c sup-
ports are provided which are connected to the upper
frame 116. The position of the back and leg supports can
be pivotally adjusted in a well known manner.
�[0034] A handle 136 at one end of the upper frame 116
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can be pulled in the lengthwise direction of the trolley in
order to move a locking bar (not shown) from a position
in which it engages one pair of opposing slots to a position
in which it is free of those slots. That rod is connected to
the upper end of the frame 120. When the rod is clear of
the slots the upper end of the frame 120 is free to slide
towards or away from the end of the upper frame. This
allows the trolley to be raised or lowered. When the han-
dle 136 is released the bar, which is spring mounted, is
resiliently biased back into engagement with the next pair
of slots that it becomes aligned with. The trolley can be
collapsed such that the leg frames 120 and 122 are sub-
stantially parallel with each other and with supports 40
on the upper frame resting on supports 142 at each cor-
ner of the lower frame.
�[0035] Each corner of the lower frame includes wheels
144 that roll about a horizontal pivot with each wheel in
turn being supported by a housing that can pivot about
a vertical axis at each corner of the lower frame. The front
end of the upper frame also includes a pair of spaced
wheels 146 at each side that are located just beneath
the extent of the upper frame. The stretcher 110 can be
inserted into and removed from an ambulance as de-
scribed in relation to the stretcher 10 and can also be
moved on the wheels 144 when the stretcher is in the
collapsed position as described in relation to the stretcher
10.
�[0036] Figure 4 shows the position that the stretcher
can occupy, with the upper frame being inclined such
that the front of the upper frame is higher than the lower
end of the upper frame. That is achieved by pulling a
lever (not shown) that allows the head and foot of the
upper frame to be lowered by causing telescopic portions
148 of the leg frames 120 that extend between the pivot
rod 128 and the lower end of the leg frame 120 to be
extended. When the handle is released the telescopic
portion is locked. When the handle is pulled again the
head and foot portion can be pushed down to return the
upper frame to the generally horizontal position.
�[0037] The trolley 210 shown in Figures 6 to 13 will
now be described.
�[0038] A patient is arranged to be located on a mattress
supported in the region of an upper quadrilateral frame
212. The frame has a forward leg frame 214 and a rear-
ward leg frame 216 to the lower end of which wheels 218
and 220 are mounted. The wheels 218 are constrained
to rotate in one direction but the wheels 210 are able to
pivot about a vertical axis.
�[0039] The leg frame 214 is pivotally connected to a
block 222 that is able to slide on a rail 224 in the general
direction of the elongate extent of the quadrilateral frame
212. The leg frame 214 is also, at a point intermediate
of its upper and lower extent, pivotally connected to a
strut frame 225 which, in turn, is mounted to the quadri-
lateral frame 212 at a pivot 228.
�[0040] To load the trolley into an ambulance the trolley
is rolled on the wheels 218 in the direction of arrow 230.
A protective cover 232 on the strut 226 hits the back of

the ambulance and, after one of a pair of levers 233 has
been pulled to release the sliding block 222, the strut is
swung to the left by the abutment with the ambulance
about the pivot 228. At this time the front of the trolley is
supported on the ambulance floor by a pair of wheels
236 that depend downwardly from the front of the quad-
rilateral frame 212. Whilst the strut 226 is moved to the
left, the block 222 slides forwardly on the rail to raise the
leg frame 214 upwardly and rearwardly about its pivot on
the block until the protective cover 234 on the leg frame
214 abuts the ambulance. Continued movement of the
frame into the ambulance causes the leg frame 214 and
strut 226 to collapse and extend generally parallel to the
quadrilateral frame 212.
�[0041] When the leg frame 214 is moving to its col-
lapsed position the spaced parallel legs of the frame 214
move to be either side of parallel struts 238 that are piv-
otally connected to the bottom of the leg frame 216 and
the quadrilateral frame 212 by a pivot 240.
�[0042] The rear leg frame 216 is slidably mounted on
the rail by means of a block and the leg frame 216 is
pivotally mounted on that block.
�[0043] When the rear of the ambulance is abutted by
a protective cover 242 in the struts 238, and when a lever
244 is pulled to release a lock retaining the block in which
the leg frame is mounted, the struts 238 move upwardly
and rearwardly about the pivot 240 and the leg frame 216
also moves upwardly and rearwardly with the upper part
of the leg frame sliding forwardly via the block on the rail.
A strut 246 is pivotally connected to the leg frame 216 at
a location between the ends thereof and is pivotally
mounted on the quadrilateral frame. Eventually the leg
frame is substantially coextensive with the quadrilateral
frame 212 as wheels 248 on the struts 238 support and
guide the rear of the trolley on the floor of the ambulance.
�[0044] Figures 8 and 9 show how the blocks on the rail
can be moved to and retained in different positions on
the rail in order to achieve different operational positions
for the trolley.
�[0045] In Figure 9 both leg frames 214 and 216 are in
the fully extended position.
�[0046] In Figure 11 the legs have been pivoted slightly
such that the quadrilateral frame remains horizontal but
wheels 250 that can pivot about an axis perpendicular to
their rolling axis engage with the ground. The wheels 250
are mounted at the bottom of the forward leg frame ad-
jacent to the wheels 218.
�[0047] In Figure 9 the leg frame has been further col-
lapsed such that the wheels 250 are just clear of the
ground and, in Figure 10, the collapse is further on and
the wheels 250 are well clear of the ground.
�[0048] Removal from an ambulance is a reversal of
the insertion procedure except that the leg frames return
under gravity when the relevant parts clear the rear of
the vehicle.
�[0049] Referring now to Figures 12 and 13, a magnet
252 is secured to a clamp 254 which is bolted on to a
cross bar 256 that connects the upper end of the front
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leg frame 214. A counter 258 is bolted on to a cross bar
260 that connects the spaced struts 226.
�[0050] In the position shown in Figure 12, with the trol-
ley in the upright position, the magnet and counter are
spaced from each other. The counter 258 points down-
wardly and rearwardly and the magnet 252 points up-
wardly and forwardly.
�[0051] When the frames of the trolley are moved to-
wards each other, the cross bar 256 moves forwardly on
the rail and rotates in a clockwise direction and the cross
bar 260 rotates in an anticlockwise direction. Conse-
quently the magnet moves forwardly and rotates with the
bar 256 and the counter rotates with the bar 260 to cause
the magnet to sweep past the counter thereby causing
a count to be recorded. When the frames are raised the
magnet sweeps past the counter and another count is
recorded. If desired, the counter could be arranged to
record every other count in order that the number record-
ed corresponds to the number of turns the stretcher is
raised and lowered rather than recording each raising
and lowering.
�[0052] In the first two embodiments, in order to record
each time the upper frame is moved towards the lower
frame a magnet 252 (or 252A in Figure 1) is mounted on
the lower frame and a reed switch 258 is mounted on the
upper frame. Alternatively these parts could be mounted
the other way round. The magnet does not come into
contact with the reed switch but, in the lower position,
the magnet would be within 10mm of the reed switch.
Each time the magnet comes within that proximity a coun-
ter is tripped and the counter moves on one. Accordingly,
the counter will record the number of times that the frame
has been raised and lowered or, alternatively or addition-
ally the number of times that the trolley has been loaded
or unloaded into an ambulance.
�[0053] Either or both of the magnet and the reed switch
in all embodiments can be concealed, it can be made
weather- �proof or can be made tamper-�proof or both. In
this way the counter is able to continue functioning and
is not liable to be subjected to knocks that can push it
out of line or detach it from the frame. Furthermore, the
adverse whether conditions that the stretcher can be
used in will not affect the operation of the counter and
third parties are not able to access the counter.
�[0054] In a further embodiment the counter may be
located within a block which is mounted on either the
lower or the upper frame in order to prevent tampering
with the counter.
�[0055] In a further embodiment the counter can be con-
cealed in a tube of the frame. When the trolley is being
serviced the tubes can be slid along in order to give ac-
cess to the counter, the counter can be read and inspect-
ed and possibly have a battery replaced before the tube
is moved back to conceal the counter again. If desired
the tube can be secured in position with secure bolts.
�[0056] A service engineer reading the counter can de-
termine either that the trolley is ready for a service be-
cause it has completed, for the sake of argument, two

hundred cycles of raising and lowering. Alternatively, a
service engineer can determine that the stretcher is due
for replacement if, for the sake of argument, the stretcher
has been raised and lowered a thousand times.
�[0057] Each trolley is assigned its own serial number
and each counter may be given a corresponding serial
number either directly on the counter or on the magnet
or on a housing for the counter. In that way it will not be
possible for counters to be switched from one trolley to
another without a service engineer being aware of that
switch.
�[0058] The reader’s attention is directed to all papers
and documents which are filed concurrently with or pre-
vious to this specification in connection with this applica-
tion and which are open to public inspection with this
specification, and the contents of all such papers and
documents are incorporated herein by reference.
�[0059] All of the features disclosed in this specification
(including any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings), and/or all of the steps of any method or process
so disclosed, may be combined in any combination, ex-
cept combinations where at least some of such features
and/or steps are mutually exclusive.
�[0060] Each feature disclosed in this specification (in-
cluding any accompanying claims, abstract and draw-
ings), may be replaced by alternative features serving
the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly
stated otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated other-
wise, each feature disclosed is one example only of a
generic series of equivalent or similar features.
�[0061] The invention is not restricted to the details of
the foregoing embodiment�(s). The invention extends to
any novel one, or any novel combination, of the features
disclosed in this specification (including any accompa-
nying claims, abstract and drawings), or to any novel one,
or any novel combination, of the steps of any method or
process so disclosed.

Claims

1. Patient handling apparatus comprising a stretcher
trolley including an upper frame arrangement (16)
associated with a patient support portion (14), the
upper frame arrangement and associated patient
support portion being movable between a first, upper
position and a second lower position, characterised
in that the stretcher trolley includes counting means
(252, 258) arranged to provide an indication of the
number of times the upper frame and associated pa-
tient support portion have been moved to at least
one of the first, upper or second, lower positions.

2. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 1 in which the count-
ing means comprises first and second parts
(252,258) that are arranged to move relative to each
other when the support portion has moved between
the two positions.
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3. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 2 in which relative
movement of the first and second parts is arranged
to effect the count.

4. Apparatus as claimed in Claim 2 or 3 in which the
first part comprises a magnet (252,252A) and the
second part comprises a counter (258) responsive
to the magnet.

5. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 4 in which
the first and second parts are arranged to be spaced
from each other when the support portion is being
moved between the first and second positions and
when the support portion is in the first and second
positions.

6. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 5 in which
the first and second parts are both arranged to move.

7. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 6 in which
at least one part moves translationally.

8. Apparatus as claimed in any of Claims 2 to 7 in which
at least one part moves pivotally.

9. Apparatus as claimed in Claims 2 to 8 in which at
least one part is arranged to be located beneath the
support portion.

10. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim in
which the counting means are arranged to record
every alternative count.

11. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim in
which at least part of the counting means is con-
cealed.

12. Apparatus as claimed in any preceding claim in
which at least part of the counting means is located
in part of a frame of the patient handling equipment.

13. A method of monitoring patient handling apparatus
comprising a stretcher trolley (10,210) the method
comprising moving an upper frame and an associ-
ated patient support from a first, upper position to a
second lower position, characterised in that an in-
dication (252,258) of the number of times that the
upper frame and associated patient support have
moved between the first and second positions is pro-
vided.

14. A method as claimed in Claim 13 comprising peri-
odically monitoring the number of times that the sup-
port portion has been moved between the upper and
lower positions and causing an event to occur as a
result of the number of times that a support portion
has been moved to at least one of the positions.

Patentansprüche

1. Patientenbewegungsvorrichtung bestehend aus ei-
nem Bahrenwagen einschließlich einer oberen Rah-
menanordnung (16) verbunden mit einem Patienten-
auflagebereich (14), wobei die obere Rahmenanord-
nung und der verbundene Patientenauflagebereich
zwischen einer ersten, oberen Position und einer
zweiten, unteren Position beweglich ist, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der Bahrenwagen ein Zähl-
mittel (252, 258) umfasst, das angeordnet ist um eine
Anzeige über die Anzahl der Male die der obere Rah-
men und der damit verbundene Patientenauflage-
bereich zu mindestens einer der ersten, oberen oder
zweiten, unteren Position bewegt wurde, bereitzu-
stellen

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, bei der das Zählmittel
aus ersten und zweiten Teilen (252, 258) besteht,
die so angeordnet sind, dass sie sich relativ zuein-
ander bewegen, wenn der Auflagebereich zwischen
den beiden Positionen bewegt wird.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, bei der die Relativbe-
wegung der ersten und zweiten Teile so angeordnet
ist, dass der zählvorgang ausgelöst wird.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2 oder 3 bei der der erste
Teil einen Magneten (252, 252a) enthält und der
zweite Teil einen Zähler (258) der auf den Magneten
anspricht enthält.

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 4, bei
der die ersten und zweiten Teile voneinander beab-
standet angeordnet sind, wenn der Auflagebereich
zwischen den ersten und zweiten Positionen bewegt
wird und wenn sich der Auflagebereich in den ersten
und zweiten Positionen befindet.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 5, bei
der die ersten und zweiten Teile beide beweglich
angeordnet sind.

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 6, bei
der sich mindestens ein Teil translatorisch bewegt.

8. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 7, bei
der sich mindestens ein Teil schwenkend bewegt.

9. Vorrichtung nach den Ansprüche 2 bis 8, bei der min-
destens ein Teil unter dem Auflagebereich platziert
ist.

10. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen An-
sprüche, bei der das Zählmittel ausgebildet ist, um
jede alternative Zählung zu registrieren.

11. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen An-
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sprüche bei, der zumindest ein Teil des zählmittels
verdeckt ist.

12. Vorrichtung nach einem der vorangegangenen An-
sprüche, bei der zumindest ein Teil des Zählmittels
in einem Teil eines Rahmens der Patientenbewe-
gungsvorrichtung platziert ist.

13. Verfahren zur Überwachung einer Patientenbewe-
gungsvorrichtung, die einen Bahrenwagen (10, 210)
umfasst, wobei das Verfahren das Bewegen eines
oberen Rahmens und einer damit verbundenen Pa-
tientenauflage von einer ersten, oberen Position in
eine zweite, untere Position umfasst, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass eine Anzeige (252, 258) der
Anzahl der Male, die der obere Rahmen und die da-
mit verbundene Patientenauflage zwischen der er-
sten und zweiten Position bewegt wurde, bereitge-
stellt ist.

14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, umfassend das peri-
odische Auslesen der Anzahl der Male, die der Auf-
lageteil zwischen der oberen und unteren Position
bewegt wurde, und das Auslösen eines Ereignisses
aufgrund der Anzahl der Male, die der Auflageteil in
mindestens eine der Positionen bewegt wurde.

Revendications

1. Dispositif pour la manipulation de patients, compre-
nant un chariot de civière comportant une unité de
châssis supérieur (16) associée à une portion (14)
pour le support d’un patient, l’unité de châssis supé-
rieur et la portion associée de support du patient
étant mobiles entre une première position supérieu-
re, et une deuxième position inférieure, caractérisé
en ce que  le chariot de civière comprend des
moyens de comptage (252, 258) prévus pour fournir
une indication du nombre de fois où le châssis su-
périeur et la portion associée de support du patient
ont été amenés jusqu’à au moins une d’entre la pre-
mière position supérieure et la deuxième position
inférieure.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les
moyens de comptage comprennent une première et
une deuxième parties (252, 258) qui sont prévues
pour se déplacer l’une par rapport à l’autre lorsque
la portion de support s’est déplacée entre les deux
positions.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le dé-
placement de la première et de la deuxième parties
l’une par rapport à l’autre est prévu pour opérer le
comptage.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 2 ou 3, dans lequel

la première partie comprend un aimant (252, 252A)
et la deuxième partie comprend un compteur (258)
réagissant à l’aimant.

5. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
2 à 4, dans lequel la première et la deuxième parties
sont prévues pour être écartées l’une de l’autre lors-
que la portion de support est déplacée entre la pre-
mière et la deuxième positions et lorsque la portion
de support se trouve dans la première et dans la
deuxième positions.

6. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
2 à 5, dans lequel la première et la deuxième parties
sont toutes les deux prévues pour se déplacer.

7. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
2 à 6, dans lequel une partie au moins se déplace
en translation.

8. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
2 à 7, dans lequel une partie au moins se déplace
de manière pivotante.

9. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
2 à 8, dans lequel une partie au moins est agencée
pour être située sous la portion de support.

10. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel les moyens de comptage
sont prévus pour enregistrer un comptage sur deux.

11. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel une partie au moins des
moyens de comptage sont cachés.

12. Dispositif selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel une partie au moins des
moyens de comptage sont situés dans une partie du
châssis de l’équipement pour la manipulation de pa-
tients.

13. Procédé de gestion d’un dispositif de manipulation
de patients comprenant un chariot de civière (10,
210), le procédé comprenant le déplacement d’un
châssis supérieur et d’un support associé pour un
patient d’une première position supérieure à une
deuxième position inférieure, caractérisé en ce
qu’une indication (252, 258) du nombre de fois où
le châssis supérieur et le support associé pour le
patient ont été déplacés d’entre la première et la
deuxième positions est fournie.

14. Procédé selon la revendication 13, comprenant le
contrôle périodique du nombre de fois où la portion
de support a été déplacée entre les positions supé-
rieure et inférieure, et le déclenchement d’un évé-
nement en résultat du nombre de fois où une portion
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de support a été déplacée jusqu’à au moins une des
positions.
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