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Specification of an Improved Method of 
Manufacturing Picture-Frames, invented by 
EDWARD W. APPLETON, of Cincinnati, Ham 
ilton county, Ohio. 

Nature and Objects of the Invention. 
The customary and familiar process in the 

manufacture of picture-frames is to prepare 
long strips, called “moldings,” having the 
transverse section desired for the frame, in 
cluding in one of its rear corners the recess or 
rabbet to receive the glass, the picture, and 
the back-board. These moldings, being usu 
ally dissimilar on their inner and outer edges, 
are cut to considerable waste in being sawn 
into the proper lengths to constitute a frame. 
This waste I avoid by a symmetrical or simi 
lar formation of the moldings as respects their 
inner and outer edges, and by making each 
saw-cut form the ends of two moldings instead 
of one only, as in the ordinary Way, so as to 
economize largely in the important items of 
material and labor. 

General Description. 
Figure 1 represents, by face and end view, 

the parts of an ordinary molding sawn into 
suitable pieces for a picture-frame by the cus 
tomary method, the parts A A' A' A' being 
such pieces, and the parts BB. B." B' being 
the portions wasted. Fig. 2 represents, by 
face and end view, the parts of a symmetrical 
molding sawn into suitable pieces for a pic 
ture-frame by my method. A rabbet, E, is 
provided on each rear corner. - 

It is apparent that each cut, save the end 
ones, forms at once the ends of two members, 
a a', instead of but one, as in the common 
way, thus saving materially in the labor of 
preparing these members. It is also apparent 

that I save the material of the intervening 
portions B B B'B', wasted in the present 
method. 

Fig. 3 represents, by end views, two modi 
fications of my symmetrical molding. Fig. 4 
represents, by end views, a modification, in 
which C is the outer, and D the inner portion 
of a compound frame, both of them symmet 
rical and reversible, (see dotted lines,) the in 
ner portion only being provided with a rabbet, 
and both being reduced to proper lengths 
without the creation of waste portions. 
By thus compounding the frame of two kinds 

of strips or moldings, both symmetrical, and 
the inner one only rabbeted, a great variety of 
patterns may be employed. 
Although here described and especially de 

signed for picture-frames, my improvement is 
obviously applicable to the frames of looking 
glasses and other like objects inclosed in rect 
angular frames with mitered joints. 

Claims. 
I claim as new and of my invention 
1. The symmetrical double-rabbeted mold 

ings for picture or other frames, so as to be 
cut without waste, substantially as described. 

2. In picture or other frames, the combina 
tion of the moldings, consisting of outer por 
tions C and inner portions D, both symmet 
rical, and cut from the original molding with 
out waste, and the inner portion being double 
rabbeted, as represented, for the purpose set 
forth. s 
In testimony of which invention Ihereunto 

set my hand. 
EDWARD W. APPLETON, 

Attest: 
GEO. H. KNIGHT, 
JAMES H. LAYMAN. 

  


