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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, JAMES W. WEED, of
Clarinda, in the eounty of Page and State of
Iowa, have invented a new and Improved
Strap - Fastener, of which the following is a
specification: S

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
represents a top-view of my improved fast-
ener for back and hip straps of harness, and
Fig. 2 a vertical transverse, and Fig. 3 a ver-
tical longitudinal, section of the same, respect-
ively, on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 1, and z «, Fig. 2.

‘Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and convenient fastening device for
the back and hip straps of harness, by, which
the cutting and stitching of the same is obvi-

ated, and a stronger and more durable con- -

nection of the straps obtained, while it fur-
nishes also a hook support for the traces when
the animals are detached from the vehicle.

My invention consists of an oblong device
with loops at all sides, and a central vertical
pin or tongue for the fastening ot the crossing-
straps. )

The side loops of the hip-straps are further-
more provided with T-shaped hooks or car-
riers for the traces. L
. In the drawing, A represents the strap-fast-
ener, made of oblong shape with rounded off
edges, and of the usual material and finish.
A leather shield or cushion, B, is riveted to
the nnder side of the fastener, for protecting
- the back of the animal against the rubbing
action of the fastener.

Lateral bridge bars or loops O serve for the
passage of the back-strap, while longitudinal

side loops D at the remaining sides-allow the
passage of a continnous hip -strap without
necessitating any cutting, stitching, or other
fastening of the hip-strap to the back-strap.
The back and bip straps are both attached
by snitable holes to a central vertical pin or
tongue, E, of the fastener, the upper strap se-
curing rigidly the position of the lower strap.
The time consuming connection of back and
hip straps, together with the frequent repairs -
caused by the breaking and wearing out of
the stitched parts, are, by this mode of fast-
ening, entirely obviated. ‘ :
The side loops D are furthermore provided
with T-shaped upward - extending hooks or
carriers D', for placing the traces thereon and

‘holding them up when the horse is detached

from the vehicle.

Thus a very simple and convenient device
is furnished for fastening the traces entirely
out of the way, so that they are not injured
by being dragged on the ground, and also
quickly taken off for being applied to the ve-
hicle.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— ' : i

The back and hip strap fastening and trace-
supporting device herein described, consisting
of the base plate or frame A, lateral bridge
bars or loops C, side loops D, pin or fixed
tongue E, and T-shaped hooks or trace-car--
riers D/, as herein shown and described.

JAMES W. WEED.

Witnesses :
E. C. HOLMES,
CHAS. LYMAN.



