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To all, whon, it naily concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES MCQUILLAN, 

engineer, a Subject of the Queen of Great 
Britain, residing at Balmain, near Sydney, in 
the Colony of New South Wales, have invented 
certain new and usefullmprovementsinMetal 
Cans, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
This invention, has for its object an im 

provement in the construction of metal cans 
or canisters and the like receptacles or ves 
sels, and more particularly those used for the 
storage or conveyance of preserved or perish 
able goods, so as to provide a means for open 
ing same without damage to either the can 
or lid. 

I attain my object by the construction illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
Which 

Figure I is a full view of a metal can con 
structed according to this invention. Fig. II 
is a sectional view of Fig. I, showing the pe 
culiar construction of the can. Fig. III is a 
view of a metal key which may be used to 
operate the cutting-wire. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views. 
A is a can, of any suitable metal, round, 

oval, or any other desired shape, but having 
its sides, or any one of them, so molded or 
pressed that there is formed near to the top 
a slight outward projection, abutment, or rim, 
such as B, immediately beneath an inwardly 
receding groove, such as C. To this can is 
fitted an inner or intermediate lid or cover E, 
made of the same metal and of the same 
strength of metal as the can and so con 
structed as to fit tightly onto the can when 
in use. This inner lid or cover is provided 
With a flange G, of such a size as Will extend 
down the sides of the can near to but not 
cover the groove C before mentioned. 
An outer lid or cover E, of verythin metal, 

is fitted over the tight-fitting intermediate lid 
or covel E, and has a flange II, which extends 
down the sides over the flange G, so as to 
cover the groove C and rest upon the projec 
tion, abutment, or rim B, to which it is well 
soldered in the usual manner. The rim or 

projection B preferably projects just suffi 
ciently far for the purpose. 
Into the groove C and around the sides of 

the can is loosely placed a fine metallic wire 
D, having one of its ends secured or soldered 
to the sides of the can in the groove and the 
other projecting through the flange of the 
outer lid or cover F, so as to either form a 
loop or to thread through a key by the holes 
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J and Kin such key, by which construction 
the opening or cutting wire D will not affect 
or deteriorate or be affected by the contents 
of the can. 
The opening of the can may be accomplished 

by taking hold of the loop of Wire before de 
scribed or by threading this end of the Wire 
through the key beforementioned and twist 
ing or pulling on the wire, so as to cause it to 
cut through the thin metal outer lid Fright 
round the side or sides of the can, the groove 
C serving as a guide for the cutting-wire. 
The outer lid F may now be removed and dis 
pensed with, leaving the can and tight-fitting 
inner or intermediate cover E uninjured. 
This lid or cover E is then removed for the 
contents to be readily withdrawn. 
When it is desired to use the can a second 

or further time, it is only necessary to supply 
a fresh thin outer lid or cover E and to fit the 
parts together, as before described. 
Having now described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A can-body having a projecting beadl3 with 

a groove above the same an inner cover or lid 
E fitting over the can-top with its lower edge 
just above the groove, the outer cover having 
its flange projecting below the lower edge of 
the inner cover and past the groove to rest 
upon the bead, and the wire arranged in the 
space between the can, the lower edge of the 
inner cover and the lower part of the outer 
cover, substantially as described. r 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

hand in the presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES MCQUILLAN. 

Witnesses: 
ROBERT SCOTT CULLINSON, 
THOMAS W. MILLER. 
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