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To al., whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. BASSETT, 

of Alameda, in the county of Alameda and 
State of California, have invented a new and 
useful Innprovement in Document-File Bands, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention is in the nature of an im 

proved buckle and strap for use as a bill-file 
for bunching together and securing in a bun 
dle loose packages of foided papers. 

It consists in the peculiar construction of 
the buckle and the combination therewith of 
a tape or strap disposed in the buckle in a 
peculiar manner, as will be hereinafter fully 
described. w 

Figure 1 is a transverse section of a pack 
age of papers strapped together in a bunch 
by my bill-file. Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional 
View through the buckle when the tape is re 
laxed. Fig. 3 is a similar view with the tape 
under tension. Fig. 4 is a top plan view, of 
the buckle, and Fig. 5 a bottom plan view 
of the same. 
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A is the buckle, and B is the strap or tape, 
which latter is to be made of a woven fabric 
in the form of a tape, but which may be of 
thin leather or other suitable material. The 
buckle is made of an oblong piece of sheet 
metal possessing some elasticity or springing 
qualities, such as brass. This piece of sheet 
metal is folded transversely on itself, so that 
its two sections are substantially parallel and 
Separated from each other a short distance. 
The fold is made at one side of the middle 
line, so that the upper section of the buckle. 
is longer than the lower section and overlaps 
it a short distance. This sheet-metal buckle 
is formed with a transverse slot a near its 
underneath or short end, a transverse slot b 
at the bend, and two parallel transverse slots 
c d near its end, which lies on top. 
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In fastening the tape to this buckle one end 
of the tape is passed through the slots a b, 
and is firmly secured by stitching or by fast 
ening in a closed slot made for that purpose be 
tween slots a, b, or otherwise, around the body 
of metal intervening between these two slots. 
The other end of the tape, after passing 
around the bundle of papers, is extended first 
up through slot a, then through slot c, then 

down slot d, then through slot a, then up 
and through slot d. Now, when the buckle 
is in the position shown in Fig. 2, with the 
tape relaxed, the spring or elasticity of the 
metal plate holds the two sections of the , 
buckle away from each other, and the tape 
can be readily pulled back and forth through 
the slots to give access to the papers or ad 
just the tape thereto. When, however, the 
free end of the tape is drawn up tightly to 
put the tape in tension around the bundle, 
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the upper section of the buckle is pulled 
tightly down against the lower section, as in 
Fig. 3, and this action flattens and pinches 
the folds of the tape between the upper and 
lower sections of the buckle-plate, so as to 
tightly clamp amd hold the tape against slip 
ping back through the slots. To loosen the 
bundle, it is only necessary to raise the upper 
section of the plate, which is conveniently ef 
fected with the thumb and finger by reason 
of the overlapping character of said section. 
In forming the buckle the slots are not cut 

out clean, but the metal is folded or turned 
under at the edges of the slots, so as to avoid 
sharp cutting-edges, which would rapidly Wear 
the tape. The same result might be secured 
by providing these slots with eyelets. 

I am aware that a tape provided with a 
buckle biting the tape by frictional contact is 
not new, and I do not claim this, broadly: 
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I am also aware that a bent and slotted 
plate has been combined with sheet-metal 
bands to form a bale-tie; but the buckle 
formed by such plate had no spring action, 
nor was the metal band sufficiently flexible 
to be laced through the buckle and pinched 
thereby in its spring action, as in my case. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new is 
1. The spring-buckle herein described, con 

sisting of an oblong plate of elastic sheet 
metal folded on itself into substantially par 
allel position to form a bent spring, slotted 
transversely at the bend b and having two 
transverse slots c d in the upper section and 
a single transverse slot a in the lower section, 
substantially as described. 

2. The spring-buckle herein described, con 
sisting of an oblong plate of elastic sheet 
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metal folded on itself into substantially par- slots a cd and then through slots a, and d, 
allel position to form a bent spring and slot- substantially as shown and described. 
ted transversely both at the bend b, and at . . . . . ' is v At f 
the two ends at C and c d, in combination CHARLES. W. BASSETT. 

5 with a flexible tape or strap having one end Witnesses: 
permanently connected to the buckle through JEROME PORTER, 
slots C, and b and the other end laced through H. A. COBB. 

  


