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6 Claims. (C. 225-56) 
This invention relates to tape holders and dispensers 

particularly of the kind which may be manually held for 
stripping a length of tape from a tape roll. 

In brief, the invention involves a novel tape holder and 
dispenser comprising a palm engageable holder piece, a 
complementary finger grip holder piece and including 
means for adjustably connecting one to the other along 
a line extending substantially normal to the inner and 
outer surfaces of a tape roll. The adjustable connecting 
means permits positive gripping of a tape roll both at a 
time when a new roll has been fitted to the holder and at 
times where the tape roll has been fully dispensed. The 
novel holder and dispenser is uniquely formed so that it 
may be manufactured at a minimum cost. In addition, 
the symmetrical shape of the tape holder and the manner 
of its assembly with a tape roll permits the alternative use 
of either one of two cutting means. 
A primary object of this invention is to provide a tape 

holder and dispenser which may be inexpensively manu 
factured. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a tape 

holder of convenient size and shape suitable for manual 
operation over a long period of use. 
Another object is to provide a tape holder having a sym 

metrical shape and formed with a pair of cutting means, 
allowing the tape holder to be used with various kinds of 
tape. 
A more particular object of the invention is to provide 

a holder and dispenser for a roll tape comprising a palm 
engageable holder piece having an arcuate surface for en 
gaging the outer surface of a tape roll; a finger grip mem 
ber adapted to be placed within the center opening of a 
tape roll and having an arcuate surface for supporting the 
inner surface of the tape roll; and means for adjustably 
connecting said finger grip member to the holder piece 
along a line extending substantially normal to both inner 
and outer surfaces of the tape roll. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

holder and dispenser of the kind described wherein the 
means for adjustably connecting a finger grip member to 
a holder piece comprises a pair of opposed parallel sur 
faces having a series of catch recesses formed therein and 
complementary detents engageable with respective sur 
faces. 
And yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

tape holder of the kind described having a finger grip 
member formed with a pair of arcuate finger contact 
receSSeS. 

Other objects of this invention will become apparent in 
view of the following detailed description. 

In the drawings forming a part of this application and 
in which like parts are identified by like reference nu 
merals throughout the same, 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a tape holder and dis 

penser assembled to a tape roll in a manner contemplated 
by this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the holder and tape roll 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a section taken substantially on line 3-3 of 
FIG. 2; and 

FIG. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a preferred em 

bodiment of a tape holder and dispenser 10 comprising 
a two part assembly of a palm engageable holder piece 11 
and a finger grip holder piece 12. The entire assembly 
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may be made of plastic or other light weight materials, 
and the structural features of the holder permits it to be 
made at very little cost. 
The palm engageable holder piece 11 may be molded 

from a single piece of plastic having a recess for receiving 
and housing one side of a standard size tape roll T. The 
recess is defined by an arcuate or cylindrical surface 13 
and parallel side surfaces 14 and 15, which extend in 
planes substantially normal to surface 13. Surfaces 14 
and 15 are spaced apart a distance slightly greater than 
the width of tape on roll T, and each surface is formed 
with a series of catch recesses 16, best shown in FIGS. 3 
and 4. 

Finger grip holder piece 12 is adapted to be received 
within the center opening 17 of the standard tape roll T. 
The outer periphery of piece 12 has an arcuate or cylin 
drical surface 18 which supports tape roll T as the tape 
thereon is stripped from the roll. Although surface 18 
is formed approximately the same width as the tape, a 
pair of detent members 19 and 20 project laterally beyond 
so as to be engageable with the recesses 16 formed in 
Surfaces 14 and 15. A pair of arcuate finger grip recesses 
is preferably provided in the bottom surface of piece 12 
to aid in manual control. These finger recesses also make 
operation of the holder much easier. 
A pair of cutter means 21 and 22 are provided at op 

posite ends of holder piece 11, each cutter means being 
supported in juxtaposed relation to the outer surface of 
tape roll T. Cutter means 21 comprises a serrated or 
toothed edge, which may be formed integrally with holder 
piece 11. Such an edge may be used to sever many types 
of tape, including varieties of cellophane tape. On the 
other hand, a serrated edge is generally unsuited to the 
cutting of certain plastic tapes which tend to stretch. For 
this reason, the second cutter means 22 is provided at the 
opposite end, and comprising an inserted blade having 
convergent side edges meeting at a central piercing point. 
A cutting means of this kind is far more effective in 
Severing elastic or pliable tapes than the serrated cutting 
means 22. Since holder piece 11 is symmetrically shaped, 
tape roll T may be alternatively inserted into the recess 
defined by surfaces 13, 14 and 15 so that either cutting 
means 21 or 22 is utilized. 

In operation, finger grip holder 12 is initially positioned 
within the opening 17 of tape roll T, and then the roll is 
moved into the recess of palm engageable holder piece 11. 
Detent members 19 and 20 are urged upwardly within 
parallel surfaces 14 and 15 of palm engageable piece 11 
until said detents engage recesses 16. Detents 19 and 20, 
it will be noted, cause a wedging action upon the surfaces 
14 and 15, tending to spread them apart as the detents 
pass from one recess to another. Since recesses 16 need 
not be deep, there may be only slight or imperceptible 
flexing of the holder piece 11, and for this reason the 
holder piece 11 may be formed of almost any plastic or 
metallic material. 

During its use, holder 10 may be incrementally ad 
justed to the depth of tape remaining on roll T by merely 
Squeezing finger grip holder 12 toward the palm engage 
able piece 11. Moreover, the dispensing action of the 
holder permits positive clamping of the tape roll when 
ever a strip of tape is to be severed from the roll. 

It is to be understood that although a preferred em 
bodiment of the invention is shown and described, various 
changes may be made without departing from the spirit 
of the invention or the scope of the attached claims, and 
each of such changes is contemplated. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A holder and dispenser for a roll of tape comprising: 

a palm engageable holder piece having a cavity for receiv 
ing a tape roll and an arcuate concave surface within said 
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cavity for contacting the outer surfaces of the tape roll, 
the exterior surface of said holder piece. extending cir 
cumferentially around said cavity at least a distance equal 
to the width of the palm of an average hand; cutter means 
mounted at one, end of said-holder piece in juxtaposed 
relation to the outer surface of the tape roll; a finger - 
grip member adapted to be placed within the center open 
ing of a tape roll and having an arcuate convex surface for 
contacting the inner-surface of the tape roll and a finger 
contact surface extending between ends of said convex 
surface; and means for adjustably connecting said finger 
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grip member to the holder piece along a line extending 
substantially normal to both concave and convex surfaces. 

2. The tape holder and dispenser of claim 1 wherein 
said, means for adjustably connecting said finger grip 
member to the holder piece comprises a pair of opposed 
parallel surfaces having a series of catch recesses formed 
therein and complementary detents engageable with re 
spective surface recesses. - 

3. The tape holder and dispenser of claim 1 wherein 
said finger contact surface is defined by a pair of concave 
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finger contacts located near the ends of said arcuate con- . 
vex surface. 

4. The tape holder and dispenser of claim 1 and fur 
ther including a second cutter means mounted at the op 
posite end of said holder piece to said - one end, one of 

25 

said cutter. means comprising a blade having a serrated 
cutting edge and the other cutter means comprising a 
blade having convergent-side edges meeting at a central 
piercing point. 

5. A holder and dispenser for a roll of tape comprising: 
a palm engageable holder piece having a cylindrical sur 
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4. 
face engageable with the outer surface of a tape roll and 
parallel side surfaces extending in planes substantially 
normal to said cylindrical surface, said parallel surfaces 
being spaced apart a distance slightly greater than the 
tape roll which the holder is to receive, said cylindrical 
surface and said parallel surfaces defining a recess for 
housing the radial thickness of such a tape roll, the ex 
terior surface of said holder piece extending circumferen 
tially around said recess at least a distance equal to the 
width of the palm of an average hand, each parallel side 
Surface being formed with a series of catch recesses; 
cutter, means mounted at one end of said palm engage 
able holder piece injuxtaposed relation to the outer sur 
face of the tape roll; and a finger grip holder piece adapt 
ed to be placed within the center opening of a tape roll 
and having a cylindrical convex surface engageable with: 
the inner surface of the tape roll and a finger contact sur 
face extending between ends of said convex surface, said 
finger grip piece also having detent projections which may , 
be selectively placed into contact with the catch recesses 
of respective parallel surfaces. . . . . 

6. The tape holder and dispenser of claim 5 wherein 
said finger contact surface is defined by a pair of concave 
finger contacts located near the ends of said cylindrical 
convex surface. - 
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