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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A preformed panel simulating brick or other stone 

material laid in successive courses and being characterized 
by the presence of stepped longitudinal edges that are 
formed for tongue and groove aligned engagement so as 
to minimize the presence of vertical joints upon installa 
tion. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates, a general, to the art of artifi 
cial exterior surfaces and, in particular, to an artificial ex 
terior surface that is formed to simulate brick or other 
stone or masonry material that has been laid in horizontal 
pattern. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

In Medow U.S. Pat. 3,217,453, there is disclosed a form 
of simulated stone panel that features interlocking be 
tween vertically adjacent panels. This patent further shows 
an overlapping arrangement for the purpose of minimiz 
ing the presence of joints that occur as the panels are lon 
gitudinally end-abutted. While the Medow construction 
does accomplish to some extent the concealment of joints 
in the instances of simulated stone, this problem is not 
solved in instances where simulated courses of brick are 
being presented, and in such instances the bricks, per se, 
are split so that the textured surface thereof must be pro 
vided with vertical markings in an effort to conceal, to 
some extent, whatever end abutment occurs between two 
such bricks following end abutment thereof. 

This requirement greatly restricts the brick selection 
that can be employed and, accordingly, limits the aesthetic 
qualities of the end product. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It has been discovered that if a panel of this general 
type is provided with a stepped arrangement at its lon 
gitudinal ends, that then and in that event, the ends of 
the “bricks' or other simulated item can be positioned in 
overlapping relationship to the "group' surface of the ad 
jacent panel with the result that only a narrow vertical 
joint line will be presented due to the fact that the re 
mainder of the abutted edges will be concealed by the 
brick overlying the simulated grouting surface of the 
adjacent panel. 

Additionally, this step arrangement permits the use of a 
far greater selection of brick styles with there being no 
requirement for vertical markings due to the fact that the 
bricks themselves are never split between their ends. 

It has further been found that by using this construc 
tion that an additional advantage is achieved in that the 
panels can be dropped vertically into place and do not re 
quire longitudinal clearance for the puropse of sliding the 
same horizontally into place. This is a great advantage, 
especially as regards completing a wall section to a fixed 
point. 

It has been further found that added rigidity will be 
provided if the opposed longitudinal ends are respectively 
provided with tongue and groove components with this 
arrangement permitting the male end of the one panel to 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

30 

65 

70 

2 
be slid into interlocked position with the female com 
ponent of an adjacent panel. 

Production of an improved panel having the above de 
sired characteristics accordingly becomes the principal ob 
ject of this invention with other objects thereof becoming 
more apparent upon a reading of the following brief spec 
ification, considered and interpreted in view of the ac 
companying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the improved panel 

shown partly positioned and in place. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the improved panel 

in installed position. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on the lines 3-3 of 

FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the detailed con 

struction of the female components of the panel. 
Referring now to the drawings, and in particular to 

FIG. 1, the improved panel, generally designated by the 
numeral 10, is shown applied to a wall surface 11 by vir 
tue of nails 12, 12 being positioned through appropriate 
openings in an upper edge portion 13 of the panel 10. 
The exterior surface of the panel 10 as shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 2, is intended to simulate natural brick that 
has been laid in place by conventional masonry techniques 
and to this end includes a plurality of simulated bricks 20, 
20 that are disposed in a generally common plane that is 
spaced outwardly with respect to a simulated grouting sur 
face 21. The lower edge 22 of panel 10 constitutes an 
additional simulated grouting surface with it being under 
stood that this can either rest on the ledge 23 if it is the 
lowermost panel being installed, or can be received in the 
groove 24 that is provided on the upper edge 13 as clearly 
shown in FIG. 1 if it happens to be in a subsequent row 
or tier. 

In addition to the aforementioned component parts, 
each panel 10 includes a stepped female end 30 and a 
stepped male end 40 with these components being clearly 
illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawings. 

Turning next then to FIGS. 3 and 4, the panels per se 
are of unitary construction with the stepped female ends 
30, 30 each having a plurality of horizontal support sur 
faces 31, 31 as well as a series of vertical abutment sur 
faces 32, 32. These surfaces 31, 31 and 32, 32 are recessed 
within a pocket defined by the back surface 33 of the 
panel and the rear edge 34 of the simulated bricks 20, 20 
as clearly shown in FIG. 4. 
By this arrangement, the projecting vertical tongues 

42, 42 of male ends 40, 40 may be inserted within the ap 
propriate pocket and moved horizontally into abutment 
into the surfaces 32, 32. Simultaneously, the horizontal 
tongue portions 43, 43 may be seated within the pockets 
on supporting surfaces 31, 31. By this arrangement and as 
best shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the only visible points of 
abutment are indicated by the numerals 45, 46, 47 and 
48. It will be clear that the remaining joints or abutment 
points are concealed behind the simulated brick mem 
bers 20, 20 with this arrangement being shown in FIG. 3 
of the drawings. 

Since tongues 42, 42 and 43, 43 bear a simulated grout 
ing surface and the ends of the bricks 20, 20 overlie all 
points of abutment, except that indicated at 47, for exam 
ple, it is believed that an improved aesthetic appearance 
is achieved since the line 47 will be all but invisible. 

In use or operation of the improved siding panel, it 
will first be assumed that the panels have been formed to 
the shape shown. At this time, one such panel and in the 
case of a nomal installation, a starter panel having a per 
pendicular edge as viewed in FIG. 1, may be first applied 
to the wall. Following this, an adjacent panel may be 
dropped into position with the tongues 42 and 43 abutting 
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the surfaces 32 and 31. The panels are positioned in place 
on a ledge 23 and nailed in place by the use of nails 12, 
12 applied in suitable openings in the upper edge 13. 
When the end of the first course is approached, the re 
maining panel to be employed may be sawed at its right 
hand end and then dropped into place as shown in FIG. 1 
with a flush fit being obtained at the corner. 
As application of the panels proceeds vertically, it is 

believed apparent that the same procedure will be re 
peated with the tongue 22 that defines the lower edge of 
the unit being interlocked within the groove 24 of the 
upper edge 13 and with work proceeding as previously 
described. 

It will be seen from the foregoing how there has been 
provided a new and improved type of exterior paneling 
that is characterized by a minimal number of visible abut 
ment surfaces so as to enhance the overall aesthetic ap 
pearance of the completed installation. 
While a full and complete disclosure of the invention 

has been set forth in accordance with the dictates of the 
patent statutes, it is to be understood that the invention 
is no intended to be limited to the specific form herein 
shown. 

Accordingly, modifications of the invention may be re 
sorted to without departing from the spirit thereof or the 
scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A building panel of the character described compris 

1ng; 
(A) a flat unitary body having 

(1) parallel top and bottom edge portions having 
complemental tongue and groove interlocking 
means provided thereon; 
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4. 
(2) a male stepped end connecting said top and 
bottom edge surfaces; 

(3) a female end stepped complemental to said 
male stepped end for tongue and groove inter 
locking purposes and also interconnecting said 
top and bottom edge portions; 

(B) a decorative surface provided on one face of said 
body and including 

(1) simulated surfaces of building components 
such as brick; said surfaces being arranged in 
course-like fashion; 

(2) a simulated grouted surface 
(a) recessed with respect to said building com 
ponent surfaces, 

(b) and surrounding said building component 
surfaces on all sides except the upper sides 
of the upper course of said building compo 
nent surfaces, So as to space the same from 
each other and said stepped male and fe 
male ends. 
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