(No Model)) -
J. M. DEXTER.

-SOLE OR HEEL PLATE FOR BOOTS AND SHOES.
No. 300,854, - Patented June 24, 1884,

' LZgd.

RS S
T Ot R Y e R AN AN
o“‘:‘:“x‘\\“:““\“t\
SRR SRS USSR
OSSOSO

&

LSS IS

IR
N e

OO R SIS
SO og IL S SO S
B S SRS I TSSO
e e e et -
pee vt
=

eIt

R R R . - e
DOIRIRIEIRNEIOERXIXORX N OONEXX A . .
S
ﬂ% A nventor:
~ AN

N. PETERS. Phato-Lithograplior, Wastungion, D. C.




(94

10

40

y comes upon the shoe.

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

JOHN M. DEXTER, OF ELMIRA, NEW YORK.

SOLE OR HEEL PLATE FOR BOOTS AND SHOES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 300,854, dated June 24, 1884,

Application filed July 5, 1883,

Jo all whom Tt may concern :

Be it known that I, Jouy M. DEXTER, of
the city of Elmira, county of Chemung, and
State of New York, have invented certain Im-
provements in Coverings for the Wearing-Sur-
faces of Shoes, of which thefollowing isaspeci-
fication.

My invention is a covering for the wearing-
surfaces of shoes, boots, and overshoes, eon-
structed, as fully described hereinafter, so as
to be readily applied, securely affixed, pre-
vent the rapid and uneven wear of the shoe,
and secure such a hold upon the pavement as
to prevent slipping.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional ele-
vation of a shoe illustrating my improvement.
Fig. 2 is an inverted plan view; Fig. 3, a per-
spective view illustrating the construction of
the heel and sole pieces; and Tig. 4 is a de-
tached section of the plate enlarged.

The shoe-covering consists of a thin plate of
metal, A, couesnondmo to the portion of the
shoe to whlch it is to be applied, either flat,
or with side flanges to ‘embrace the sides of
the sole or heel, and a covering of rubber or
cement so applied as to adhere firmly to the
lower, or to both thelower and upper, faces of
the plate, and in some instances serving as a
means of attaching the plate immovably to the
shoe.
may be of wire-cloth.

Before applying the cement or covering
sheet or coating, the surface of the plate should
be roughened in any suitable manner, as by
filing, stamping, eating with acids, orby using
a plate formed of wire-cloth. If the cement
is to be of rubber, a sheet of the latter may be
pressed upon the roughened surface of the ar-
ticle already made, as described, or a rubber
coating may be applied as a paint, and the
plate may then be_applied to the outsole or
heel of the shoe, and retained in this position
while the rubber is vulecanized, thereby secur-
ing a firm and secure connection of the plate
to the shoe by means of the vulcanized rub-
ber.  The plate so applied not only prevents
the rapid wear of the shoe, but also tends to
obviate that uneven wearing thereof, which is
more destructive than any other wear that
As the plate is thin, it

The plate is preferably perforated, or .

(No model.)

adds but little to the weight of the shoe, and
is also flexible, so that the shoe will spring as
readily under the movements of the wearer as
any ordinary shoe with a heavy leather sole,
The letter A indicates the plate, & the cov-
ering, and e the opening in the plate, and ¢

flanges, shown as being upon the heel-piece, .

butthey may be upon the sole-piece when flexi-
bility in the latter is not required.

Although T have referred to a rubber cov-
ering, CO‘ltlI] , or sheet, any other suitable cov-
ering may be employed—as, for instance, a
sheet of thin fabric coated with rubber cem-
ent and vuleanized between the plate and the
shoe.

It will be apparent that the coated or cov-
ered plates may be manufactured as articles
of sale, to be disposed of to manufacturers of
shoes, by whom they may be applied and se-
cured.

The plates may be made by cutting each to
its proper shape and then coating it, or by first
preparing sheets of wire-cloth, or perforated
plate covered with rubber, &ec., and cutting
the required articles therefrom. This I donot
hereclaim, asit may form the subject of a sépa-
rate application for Letters Patent.

I am aware that shoes have been made with
rubber soles and with plates embedded there-
in, and do not claim this, broadly, my inven-
tion being distinguished by the fact that the
rubber-coated flexible plate is adapted to be
applied to the outsoles or heels of completed
shoes.

I claim—

As an article of manufacture, a thm metal
plate having its lower surface covered with
yubber or its equivalent, conforming to the
sole or heel of a boot or shoe, and provided
with suitable means whereby it may be ce-
mented thereto to form an over:sole havmw an
outer elastic facing, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name

" to this specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses.

JNO. M. DEXTER.

Witnesses:

N. P. FOSSETT,
W. L. SMITH.

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

90



