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To all, whon, it may concer'7. . 
Be it known that I, EVERETT J. MURPHY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Crandull, in the county of Johnson and State 
of Tennessee, have invented a new and use 
ful Adjustable Bracket for Telephones, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to an adjustable 

bracket for telephones. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient 
bracket designed to be mounted on a wall or 
other suitable support adjacent to a telephone 
and adapted to receive and support the re 
ceiver of a telephone in position adjacent to 
the ear of the person receiving the message, 
to avoid holding the receiver to the ear by 
hand, whereby both hands of the person will 
be entirely free for taking down notes and the 
like. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an adjustable bracket of this character 
capable of being readily swung upward and 
downward to arrange the receiver at the de 
sired elevation and adapted also to permit 
the receiver to be moved inward and outward. 

Furthermore, the invention has for its ob 
ject to provide a bracket adapted to remov 
ably support a telephone-receiver while the 
telephone is in use and capable of being ar 
ranged out of the Way when the telephone is 
not in use. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a telephone-bracket constructed in 
accordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a 
detail sectional view illustrating the manner 
of securing the bracket-arm in its adjusted 
position. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view 
illustrating the manner of mounting the slide 
on the bracket-arm. Fig. 4 is a detail view 
illustrating the construction of the slide. 

Like numerals of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lings. 

1 designates a plate provided with suitable 
perforations for the reception of fastening 
devices for securing it to a wall or other suit 

able support and provided with a circular 
flange 2, extending outward from the center 
of the plate and provided at its periphery 
with teeth to form a ratchet-wheel. The 
flange 2 is arranged vertically and is pro 
vided with a central perforation for the re 
ception of a pivot 3, which also passes through 
the inner end of an arm or bar 4. The arm 
or bar 4 has its inner end 5 bifurcated or 
slotted to receive the fixed ratchet flange or 
wheel, and it is adapted to swing upward and 
downward on the pivot 3 to arrange an ad 
justable Support 6 at the desired elevation. 
The bracket arm or bar is secured in its ad 
justed position by a spring-actuated pawl or 
dog 7, pivoted between its ends by a pin 8 
and a tranged at an inclination, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 2. The lower arm is engaged 
by a spring 9, which holds the pawl or dog in 
engagement with the ratchet of the plate, 
and the upper arm 10 extends slightly above 
the arm or bar 4 and is adapted to be en 
gaged by a slide 11, upon which the adjust 
able support 6 is mounted. The slide 11 con 
sists of a sleeve or cuff provided at its inner 
end with a projecting finger 12, beveled, as 
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clearly shown in Fig. 4, and adapted to en 
gage under the upper arm 10 of the pawl or 
dog and throw the lower arm out of engage 
ment with the ratchet to free the arm or bar 
4 to permit the Salme to Swing upward and 
downward. As soon as the slide is with 
drawn from engagement with the pawl or dog 
the latter will be automatically thrown into 
engagement With the latchet by the spring 9, 
which has one end secured to the arm or bar 
4, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. The slide, 
which is approximately inverted-U shaped, 
saddles the arm or bar 4 and is provided at 
the inner faces of its sides with opposite ribs 
13, which fit in longitudinal grooves 14 of the 
side faces of the arm or bar 4. By this con 
struction the Slide is interlocked with the ad 
justable arm or bar and cannot become dis 
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engaged therefrom unless it be drawn out 
Ward beyond the Outer ends of the grooves 14. 
The arm or bar is provided at its outer end 
With a suitable grip or handle 15 to enable it 
to be readily adjusted. 
The slide is provided with a spindle or pivot 

16 for the reception of the support 6, which 
consists of a bar or piece having a central per 
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2 
foration to receive the pivot 16 and provided 
with end enlargements or arms 17, having con 
cave upper faces and receiving a pair of resili 
ent clamps 18. The clamps 18 are centrally 
secured to the concave faces of the support by 
rivets 19 or other suitable fastening devices, 
and they are approximately U-shaped, being 
adapted to engage and Support the receiver 
of a telephone, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 
1 of the drawings. The pivot 16 is provided 
at its upper end with a head 20, and a washer 
21 is interposed between the same and a spring 
22. The spring 22, which is bowed, is pro 
vided with a central perforation for the recep 
tion of the pivot, and it extends from op 
posite sides of the same and is provided at its 
ends with lugs 23, arranged in pairs and 
adapted to engage the side faces of the sup 
port, whereby it is prevented from being ac 
cidentally turned out of engagement with 
the same. The spring 22 creates sufficient 
friction to hold the support at any angle to 
the arms or in a linement with the same. The 
bracket-arm when not in use may be swung 
upward to an upright position approximately 
parallel with the wall or other support, and 
the receiver may be allowed to remain on the 
arm, and when this is done a pivoted hook 24 
is arranged adjacent to the hook or switch 25 
of the telephone for locking the latter in its 
lowered position. The pivoted hook may be 
mounted in any desired manner, and the re 
ceiver of the telephone can be hung on the 
switch or hook of the telephone in the usual 
manner, if desired. The arm 4 of the bracket 
is provided with a suitable eye 26 to support 
the flexible connection between the receiver 
and the telephone. A suitable pin 27 may be 
arranged at the outer ends of the longitudinal 
grooves lit to prevent the slide from becoming 
accidentally disengaged from the arm of the 
bracket. 
While friction incident to the weight of the 

slidable support may be relied on to prevent 
the same from accidentally slipping on the 
arm, a friction-spring 2S, such as is illustrated 
in Fig. 4 of the drawings, may be employed. 
The spring 28, which is bowed, is seated in a 
recess 29 of the slide 11; but any other form 
of spring or friction device may be used for 
this purpose. Instead of slidably interlock 
ing the cuff or slide 11 with the arm by means 
of grooves of the latter the arm may be pro 
vided with ribs for engaging grooves of the 
sides of the cuff or slide. 

It will be seen that the device is exceed 
ingly simple and inexpensive in construction, 
that it is adapted to be readily mounted ad 
jacent to a telephone, that it is capable of 
ready adjustment to arrange the receiver of 
a telephone in position adjacent to the ear 
of a person, and that it is adapted to hold the 
same in such position while the person is re 
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ceiving a message whereby both hands of the 
operator will be free, thereby greatly facili 
tating the taking down of a message. 
What I claim is 
1. A device of the class described compris 

ing a bracket-plate having a fixed ratchet and 
provided with a pivoted arm, a pawl or dog 
mounted on the arm and engaging the ratchet, 
and means carried by the arm for adjustably 
supporting the receiver of a telephone and 
for throwing the dog or pawl out of engage 
ment with the fixed ratchet, substantially as 
described. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a bracket having a fixed ratchet and pro 
vided with a pivoted arm, a pawl or dog 
mounted on the arm for engaging the ratchet, 
and means mounted on the arm and movable 
longitudinally thereof for throwing the pawl 
or dog out of Such engagement, Substantially 
as described. 

3. A device of the class described compris 
ing a piate having a circular ratchet-flange, 
a bifurcated arm receiving the flange and 
pivoted to the same, a spring-actuated dog 
mounted in the bifurcation of the arm and 
engaging the flange and extending beyond 
the arm, and a support slidable on the arm 
and provided with means for engaging the 
projecting portion of the pawl or dog for re 
leasing the same, substantially as described. 

4. A device of the class described compris 
ing a bracket having a pivoted arm, a lock 
ing device mounted on the arm for securing 
it in its adjusted position, and a support slid 
able on the arm and provided with means for 
engaging and releasing the locking device, 
substantially as described. 

5. A device of the class described compris 
ing a bracket having a fixed ratchet and pro 
vided with a movable arm, a dog or pawl 
mounted on the arm and engaging the ratchet, 
a slide straddling the arm and interlocked 
there with and movable longitudinally there 
of, and a support movably mounted on the 
slide and located above the movable arm and 
provided with means for holding a telephone 
receiver, said slide having means for throw 
ing the dog out of engagement with the 
ratchet, substantially as described. 

6. A device of the class described compris 
ing a movable arm, a pivoted support slid 
ably interlocked with the arm at opposite 
sides thereof, and means for preventing the 
Support from slipping on the arm, substan 
tially as described. 

in testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

E. J. MURPHY. 
Witnesses: 

T. M. PAINTER, 
JAMES FAULKNER, Jr. 
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