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To a/, whom it may, concern. 
Be it known that I, HORACE J. HoFFMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Filing-Cases for Drawers, 
of which I do declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
forming part of this specification. 
In ILetters Patent No. 382,857, granted to me 

May 15, 188S, is illustrated a filing-case of the 
class to which my invention more particularly 
relates. In such patent the main body of the 
case is composed of sheet-metal sides and par 
titions, the front of the case being formed 
With suitable openings to receive the draw 
el's adapted to contain the papers to be filed. 
In the construction set out in said patent the 
Openings adapted to receive the drawers were 
made somewhat lower than the front of the 
drawers, So that the upper portion of the front 
abutted against the edge of the face or front 
of the casing. I have found in practice that 
there is a difficulty with ordinary workman 
ship in making the front plates of the draw 
ers With such exactness as to form a tight 
joint when such front is closed against the 
face of the casing, and so also I have found 
that if the front plates of the drawers become 
bent or marred in any way it will prevent the 
close fitting of the upper portion of the front 
plates against the face of the casing. With 
the construction set out in my above-men 
tioned patent any iooseness or inaccuracy of 
fit between the upper portion of the front 
plate of the drawer and the face of the casing 
resulted in leaving a space between such front 
plate and the casing, through which dust or 
soot would pass to the papers within the 
drawer. 
The object of my present invention is to so 

improve the construction of the front of the 
casing that a closer joint between the front 
plate of the drawer and the front of the cas 
ing will be secured, and this object of inven 
tion I have accomplished by providing the 
drawer-openings in the front of the casing at 
their tops with an angular flange beneath 
which the front plates of the drawers can pass 
and against which the upper part of such 

front plates can abut when the drawers are in 
closed position. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion of 55 
a filing-case embodying my invention with a 
series of drawers contained therein, a portion 
of one side of the case being broken away for 
better illustration. Fig. 2 is a view in verti 
cal longitudinal section through the filing- 6o 
case and one of the drawers. 
A designates the side plate of the filing 

case, and A' denotes the top plate and A* the 
front plate of said case, these Several plates, 
and as well also the partition-plates A, being 65 
formed of sheet metal, as more fully set forth 
in my Letters Patent, No. 382,857, granted to 
me May 15, 1888. 
Within the front plate A of the casing is 

formed a series of openings to receive the 7o 
drawers B, that serve as receptacles for the 
papers to be filed. Instead of forming these 
openings in the front plate A* of the case 
shorter or lower than the front plates b of the 
drawers, as has been heretofore my practice, 75 
I form the openings of the front plate of a 
size to admit the front plates l of the draw 
ers, my object in thus increasing the height 
of the openings being to secure a tighter joint 
between the front plate of the drawer and 8o 
the casing, and as well also to give to the ex 
terior of the casing a more uniform and sightly 
appearance, and it is obvious that if the open 
ing be of such size as to permit the front plate 
of the drawer to slip therein there will be less 85 
danger of any space occurring between the 
front plate of the case and the front plate of 
the drawer incident to any irregularity or 
bending of the drawer-plates. In the con 
struction shown, and this I regard as the pre- 9o 
ferred construction, the top of each opening 
in the front plate of the casing is formed with 
an angular flange C, that may be produced by 
bending in the manner shown the front edges 
of the partition-plates A, although, if pre- 95 
ferred, this angular ?ange may be produced 
in any other convenient manner, and the rear 
wardly and upwardly extending parts c and 
c' of the flange may be omitted altogether, if 
desired, although I regard their use as pref- Ico 
erable, inasmuch as they serve to increase 
the strength of the parts. From this construc 
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tion it will be seen that when the drawers B 
have been inserted in proper position within 
the filing-case the front platel) of each drawer 
Will enter the opening formed in the front 
plate of the case and its upper edge will abut 
against the downwardly-extended portion of 
the angular flange. This downwardly-extend 
edportion of the flange, together with the for 
Wardly-extending portion, will make a tight 
joint with the upper edge of the front plate of 
the drawer and will guard against danger of 
dust or soot lodging upon the papers within 
the drawers, while at the same time a more uni 
form and regular appearance will be given to 
the exterior of the case. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by ILetters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination, with a filing-case for 
drawers, having suitable openings in its front 
to admit the front plates of the drawers, of 
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an angular flange or plate at the top of said 
openings to form a tight joint with the upper 
edges of the drawer-plates, substantially as 
described. 

2. In a filing-case for drawers, the combi 
nation, with the front plate of the case, hav 
ing suitable openings therein to admit the 
front plates of the drawers, of the langular 
flange or plate having the rearwardly and 

- upwardly extending portions c and c', Sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In a filing-case for drawers, the combi 
nation, with the front plate having suitable 
openings to admit the front plates of the 
drawers, of the angular flanges C, formed in 
piece with the partition - plates of the case, 
substantially as described. ... --- 

HORACE J. HOFFMAN. 
Witnesses: - 

FREDK. H. MILLS, 
GEO. P. FISHER, Jr. 
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