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Box Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed reguirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, speciiically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this Interational Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest,

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-21

a splice chip, comprising
a) a base;
b) a plurality of arms projecting outward from the base, the
arms defining channels having a height sized to receive
multiple splice elements in a stacked relationship, the
height of each of the channels being defined by a first
channel region and a second channel region of the channel;
and
c) retaining structure arranged to retain a splice element
in both of either one of the first channel region and the
second channel region.

2. claims: 22-36

a splice chip, comprising:
a) a base having a first end and an opposite second end, the
base including a bottom side and a top side;
b) a plurality of arms projecting outward from the top side
of the base, the arms defining channels for receiving splice
elements; and
c) first and second guides extending outward in a lateral
direction beyond the first and second ends of the base, the
guides being offset from the bottom side of the base.
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